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Main Character Profiles 
__The Forces Involved inthe Kira Case 


_Kira Case Participant Relationships 


A complete analysis of Light, L and 
all the main characters who playa 
role in this fierce battle of minds. 


Main Chai 
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‘voniul site 


The’ 
ENON) Murderer Who Tries 
te Become God 


-Ayoung man who tries to make the world 
‘better place by using the Death Note, 


‘F Lightjoyiuly extain- 
ing bis ideals. His ate 
would change greaty 
‘om this pointon... 


‘conrol the governments 
ofeventhe largest coun- 
tres, buthe could naver 
scapes curse. 


peava sore! 0{0|8 


NY 


| Lightwas uncompromising when it came 
‘to achieving his ideals. He sulied himself 
‘by using the Death Note, but his extreme 
‘actions may have been the result ef the 


‘# Overtacen by evi Lignt even takes 
advantege ofave to achieve his goals. 


Feria) Rival with Both Pen and Sword 
Light is a genius who never stops working 
hard. By combining extensive planning with his already 
—_———— brilliant mind, he was able to go head to head with L. you 
| weakness, it could be that he never doubted 


LL Have 
Gj) tas warcr 
ONAND THE 


4 Lightis slays one or two staps ahead. Evan facing tho 9 
inhisIif he escepes witha biliant pln and turns the 
tablos on 


1H'1H) From Kira to the Second L... 


-Fniteos wont sound in byiaina avin etated ight names tinsel as the Second Land 
the roles of bath Land Kira, ‘takes contol of the Kira investigation. With this ultimate cover, 
Kira continues to influence the world while playing the part of L, 


“I will reign over a new world!” (Volume 1, Page 49) 
Light's favorite a intoxicated with power he bi 


as planned.” (Volume, Fage 24 


Evorything he had prepared go 
His expr hen he's confirmed his 


“A bunch of hopeless fools...” (Volume 12, Page 145) 


Tho arrogance that came with Kia's power eause impletely lose sight of who he used to bo, 


pears vere|O/O/Q| noe re acio i 


PERSONALITY babys 


‘As L himself acknowledges, he has a 
childish personality and hates to lose, 

‘no matter how small the contest. Very 
suspicious by nature, he'll use any method 
bho can to track down the truth antl he’s 
completely satisfied with the answer. As 
such, he's often misunderstood, 


' Someliow fies masteree the Brazilian mani 
fart, capoiers. It seems he's been in a few serious 
fights. 


FRG) 08 tng Habits ABILITIES |e 
Lhas a sweettooth and is 
never seen eating a regular meal during the Lis the best detective in the world not only because 
investigation. Everything ho eats is either of his brilliance but also because of his daring 
candy or some other kind of sweet. Staying actions. From watching a monitor for days to 
healthy on this sort of diet requires a lot of planning the capture of a stispect, he can do itall. 
aie iabe 


#1 snacking during an importane meeting. He ‘4 L blends into the crowd and steals Mises cell phone 
doesait seem to be taking anything saris, but | He'l even commit ¢erime to solve a case he's working on. 
thisis his style, 


0, come on! Kill me if you can!” (Volumo 1,P 
Avery daring move, but FS confident he won' be killed 


“That the good guys always win.’ (Volume 2,P.87) 


Doos the fect that ho ean cay such a choesy line indicato the strongth of his commitmnt, or? 


.Light-kun is my first-ever friend.” (Volume 4, P.122) 
while fighting him as an enemy L asta weird friendship wth Ught 
They make @ good team dating the Yo gation 


“T could fall for you, you know?” (volume 6, F 43) 


Its hard totellfrom his expression, but is probably lie. 
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BASICDATA. Parana 


One of the children raised os a possible 

hair to the L namo. After Lis killod g 

Mello acts on his own to capture Kira. 
le—even 


‘# Threatening te hil the president ofthe United 
Statos in ordorto procurohis cooporation. 


his inferiority to Near, Mello finds a way 
to be amajor threat to Ligh. 


KIDNAP. 
SOICHIRO 
YAGAMI'S 
DAUGHTER, 

‘SAYU, NEXT! 


IN 


‘PA heosiags the quickest way to get what you 
‘Get Rid of Those in My 


AMBITION | dA ie 


‘Mello has always been obsessed with 
defeating Near. By capturing Kira before 
‘Near can, ho's hoping to wrestle away the 
title of No, 1 for himsett. 


WB) A strong Desir to Be the Best 
and an Inferority Complex 
Although he has an excellent mind he sometimes lets his 
emotions get in the way. His hatred of Near, for example, 

has created a flaw in his personality, Realizing that he 
will never be the best, Metlo becomes a criminal in order 
‘to reach his goals. 


jh 
Ya te 

ay- 
‘*POvercome by the desire to beat Near, Mello takes drastic action, 
‘These reckless moves eventually cost him his life, 


AND TLL 
KILL ANY- 
‘ONE WHO 
GETS IN 
my Way. 
TLL BE 
NUMBER 


the best His final objective 
isto dispose of Kire end use the notebook to rule the world for 
himself 


‘No matter wl 
Due to his jealousy of Near, he has 
“TIL kill anyone who gets i 
His “hil anyone in my 
“I'm not a tool 


Molle explo ah 
Tohimthis is 


“Matt... I never thought you'd be killed. 


‘Mello apclag'zes to Matt for getting 


at I have to do, I will get it before Near...” (Vol 7, P. 183) 


(© be the firstto solve a case that even L couldnt solve 


my way. I'll be number one” (vol 7.? 188) 


nial oser to Kira’ than to Us. 


you to use to solve the puzzle” (vol 3.F 136 


nerely a pawnin N 
ld sulfer 


plans 
sthunilstion he 


Forgive me 


himllled. He doesn't intend for Soichiro to die either. 
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BASIC DATA 


y Better Than L at 
PERSONALITY | ses oo 
4s he just following the boat of his own drum, or 
does he, lke L, simply ack basic social skills? He 
dosn't hesitate for a socond when he: finds himself 


in legal groy areas. For Near, the ends justify the 
‘means. 


‘> Nezr takes control of situation through verbal domina- 


tion, Ar times he even gets the bestof Light, 
EVTAUTANES| His Mind ls Briliant but. 


His gitts of reasoning and insight are equal to L's, but 
because his social and basic living skills are even lower 
than Ls he can fully utilize his abilities only when he's 
surrounded by suppor. 

“€ Neor rarely goes ouside and heepshuman contacto ¢ minimum. 
Itdovsntt seem as he had any friends at Wommy/'s House, 


‘Near is always surrounded by toys, 5 
ithe were a child. Even white playing 
he'll start putting together a blank 

‘puzzle, which shows just how talented 


“He doesn't seem wo have much loyaty to a pareular ype of toy, 
but he does take his favorites with him when he escapes his base. 


n't solve the puzzle, you're nothing but a loser’ 
withthe end resi you ose te batt, noting ese mates. 


‘ou just have to ‘sorry. ” (Vol. 8, P.97) 


‘This line isin rosponse to a question abouthis tactics, 
Although vary unreasonable, this way of thinking is similar to. 


“Together we ean surpass L? Wo 12,?-121) 


Had Nearand Mello worked together, they may have eclipsed even the great detectve L 


“You are just a murderer.” voi.12,° 10) 


This is how Near responds to Light's impassioned Kira speech. 
‘No matter his ideals, a murderer must not ie 
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BASICDATA. pina 


‘A beautiful gil who works as a model 
‘and actress. With the Death Note 

given to hor by Rem, Misa becomes the 
‘Second Kira. Having fellen in love with 
Light, she tries to help him. 


invarious 
| ways, 


Like most young girs, Mise is very passionate about 
until she heard about the Kira case. That's love. She's completely loyal to those she falls in love 
whon she started using her own Death Note, | with, but when she becomes emctional she doesn't 
Becauso of her acting talont sho’ bback down. Her choerful and open demeanor gives 
both the police and Kira. She's a pretty good —_|_her the abilityte charm just about anyone, 

actress and has entertained many offers for 


+ Misa is voryjoatous and possessive of horlovors. tf othor 
worten become involved with Ligh, shel have to kill them. 


THERE'S 
NO Way 
TLL 
STAND 
FOR YOU 
SEEING 
OTHER 
GIRLS, 


2 is crept cn ss 


‘under pressure, Her telents are very helpful during the 
FATE A Life Saved by Death 


Yotsuba investnation, 

Misa's lite was saved by e Shinigami named 

Rem. H things had stopped there, she probably 

wae | would have lived a happy life as a normal gil. 

Eve | However. with the appearance of Kira and 
TRADE | Shinigami her life changed dramatically. 


“t-Bocouse ste makes the “eye ede” twice, Misals 
Stespanis greatly reduced. Eventhough she's only 
sing usodby Light Miso seoms happy. 


“What a wonderful way to kill” (voi 4,P 49 


Misa thinks a death caused by love is wonderful She must be a romantic, 


“Yeah but...to me, Light is more important than the world...” (vo.4,P 12) 
She ainays thinks of he lover fst. shart el Light shappybeing the object other flection 


“Motchi and Monchi (Vol. 10, P.72) 


jendly nicknames for everyone. Her bubbly personality h 
hor graetly in the entertainmontin 


‘You'll probably get the death penalty? (val. 11, 
fa probaly suproselta be» hepa ot her arial app 
Aight between two jealous cis can be scary thi 
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Main Character Profiles 


Teru Mikamiz«:« 
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BASICLATA fra e Aas 


Miko isthe new Kira proxy witor 
Light chooses. He worships Kira end 

{aithtully caries out any order from him. 

Mikami possossos a sharp mind and : 

frequontly acts on his own judgment / 06 
aswel. CHARACTER FILE 


UPBRINGING ees ee 


‘Mikami is a smart young mon with e strong sense of 
justice. But his intense love of justice manifests itself 
‘as an extreme hatred for evil, and this makes him 


‘After seving evildoers “celeted just ashe had wished for, 
‘Miter starst believe that ei is mento be punished. 
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BASICDATA. Eases 


‘Apopular anchorwoman who is 
fevered as Kira’s representative. She 
‘was a classmate of Light's during their 
‘college days and evon dated him. As 
‘an adult she is reunited with Light and 


J 


holps him. 


eee 


‘Already | 

she’s elevated to being Kir’s representative 
hhor popularity skyrockets. Alwoys surrounded 
bby guards, she's treated like royalty, 


+ She's comfortable spreading Kira’s message 
‘through the media. 


PERSONALITY (ST 


A beauty since her days as a student, Takada takes 
‘job in the limelight es @ news announcer. Already 
used to being the center of attention, she's treated 
like a goddess by the Kira worshippers, which further 
inflates her ego. 


-# Confident inher own inteligence,Tokads doesnt think the 
{eable Misais dosorving of Light 
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BASIC DATA se Heland 


Soichiro is (cee er 
‘of the Japanese police force, Soichiro 
leads the Kira investigation not 
knowing that his son is behind the 
killings. A serious and responsible 
individual, he's respected by everyone, 
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Because of his involvement with tho Kira case 
his daughter is kidnapped and in the end he 
‘even loses his own life. These events are all the 
‘more tragic since Kira is his own son, 


‘4 Shotby the mafia, Soichiro continues to believe in 
his son's innocence. 


-# Briliant acting done to erase the suspicion caston fis son, 
lease ghar, 


CCN 0HN (U9) Risking His Life to Capture Kira 
‘After the police back off the case Soichiro continues. 
{0 risk his life for the investigation. His youthtl spirit 
is of great help toL. 
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WG) The Task Force's 
BASIC DATA Trash 


‘Tho youngest officer on the team of 
Japanose investigators. Ho has the 
drive, but his lack of experience 
‘sometimes hurts the investigation. 
He likes Light and believes in his 
innocence, but... 


‘CHARACTER FILE 


AsILmEs | oclarer- seam PERSONALITY A 
sin vn 


‘Matsuda fas an inferiority complex, possibly 
because he's always surrounded by talented 
people. He gets himself into trouble with some 
risky moves, hut he also aids tho investigation 
with quick thinking. 


“Masuda 
inbigvoutle 


lows len 
‘and sores 
inset, 
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Main Character Profiles 


Shuichi Aizawa AOE 


Adetective for the NPA and a very serious and 

FTA VEW) passionate officer. Atone point he quits the 
investigation for the sake of his family but later 
‘returns. He comes to suspect Light and tries to 
lnelp Near solve the case. 


9 He realizes Lightis secretly passing 
notes, bute cant secure the evidence 


‘detective with the NPA and a very 


BASIC DATA lst mi Wt dia es 


investigation by 
doing a lot ofthe heavy lifting behind the scenes. 


ABILITIES 


From gathering information to 
ing as Mise's manager, Mogi 
various roles. He's hig but 
also skillful—he's even good at 
‘cooking! 5 
> Even Nearis impressed with Moats Ny Uae Pd 
‘ental toughness. “MATION — CHARACTER FILE 


O)2{2) a race a 


‘A member of the NPA who disagrees with U's methods and decides 
to investigate on his own, Later, he rejoins the team and soes the 
‘case through tothe very end. 


killed by the Second Kira during 
tthe Sakura TV incident. He was 
pretty heavy smoker, 


CHARACTER FILE 


MISE 

‘Aizawa's wite and 

daughter. The femily faces 

issues due to Aizawa’s bargaining 
busy career. Thereis also a [| chip butis ultimately killed 
baby in the family. by Kira, 


Main Character Profiles 


‘kind-hearted girl who looks up to her older brother. 
During junior high she seems younger than her age and relies a 

Jot on her brothers help, but by college she grows into a mature 
‘woman. After she’ kidnapped by the mafia under Mello’s orders. the 
emotional trauma causes her to withdraw from the world. 
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Tamas 
Uililos 


‘A strong woman vito stays by Soichiro’s 
‘side and supports him through thick and 


Wom otby stress wih, Sotiore| = % 
cn hen eo 15 


CRARACTER FILE 
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Raye Penber vs-<.,- 


Twa 
a 
fa 


‘Atelented FBI agent working under Lto monitor 

PUNCH YLW) the Japanese police. Beceuse he's assigned to 
watch the Yagami family, he ends up being wood 
‘as a pawn in Kira’s plan and loses his life. 


he died. Her existence was a 
vulnerable point that Light took 
‘advantage of, 


>From tine wotine Raye would have 0 
remind Neom to stop actinglie a cop. 


‘remarkable investigative ability 
bby closing in on Kira’ identity 
‘with only afew clues. Butthot 


very skill ends up being what 


ells her the i 17 
“ CHARACTER FILE 
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TUAW sometimes helps t do 
ing the Yotsuba case but is later disposed 
of by Light 


Alber can speak 
‘numerous 


languages and 

often assumes. 
{false identities. He's supposedty 
‘very talented in using his good 
ooks to get information out of 
‘women. 


“He loves life on the edge: swindling 
people gives him the biggostthril. 


mm 
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A thief and an expert at breaking and entering. 

EEN ).V).W) Trusted by t. she uses her skills to assist in 
‘the capture of the Yotsuba Kira. She dies ina 
‘motorcycle accident: the accident is, of course, 
Lights doing, 


ABILITIES 


‘A professional thiet, she’s more 

knowledgeable than L when 

it comes to decoding modern 
systems. She also has 


‘security 
great athletic ability. 


> She can easily get through on. 
-evorage security system. 


Main Character Profiles 
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‘support to Lundorthe name 
“"Watari.” Using the fortune 

the amassed as an inventor, he 
‘built an orphanage that teaches 
‘children with special talents and 
‘sends them out inthe world. 


> Wotar talons include assisting L 


+ Monitoring multiple sereens. His 
“cockiness leads him to make a fow 
| mistakes... 


‘he will know about it Later, he 
serves Near as a second “Watari.” 


‘His ob isto essembje talentad kids Z J 22 
‘and raise an heir tothe L ram. - ‘EHARACTER FILE 
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Main Character Profiles 


‘The head of Technology Development for the 
ETRY giant international corporation Yotsuba. As part ot 
Light's plan he's given the Death Note and plays 
the role of Kira, but his identity is soon uncovered 
‘by Land Light working together. He's killed by Light while being 
apprehended by the police. 


Death Note to try and achieve the 
status that eludes him. His stupidity 
eventually destroys him, 

> Pachedto te brink Hguei trades for 
‘he Shiga Eos, bai sad 00 ae 


Yotsuba's Vice President of Sales. Atfirst he 

HIYLW) supports the Yotsuba Kira, but ater a phone 
‘conversation with Light he hacks off and merely 

observes the battle between Higuchi and the 

police. He could have had 2 bright future but he's Killed by Kira, 


Res 
sniuines SERMON eereetee eee 
eight members TPM NOW 100 PERCENT 


na panicle ‘SURE Ire HSUEH. 
in the “Meetings of Death.” He has 
‘the potential to make itto the top 
‘even without Kira’s help. 


> Namitawa slevry causes Lighttomie- 
‘tap and thus conf that Higuchi is Kir, 


revere|O 2) B] ase te teary 


‘eePeriont! Oats 


Enterprises: He's the oldest 
member of the “Meetings of 
Decth” ond appears to control the 
moetings. He sooms like a tough 
guy who doosn't sweat the dotails. 


The most inuentia parteipart inthe 
imoetings, he commuricats wih the 
members inivicaly. 


ENT 


‘The VP of Corporate Strategy and 
Director of Financial Planning 

_ at Yotsuba. He has reservations 
‘bout Kira and thinks about 
leaving the group. 


It seems he hes a sense of apprecis- 
tion forthe company he works fer 


sesfenised Oe 


VP ofthe Yotsuba Material 
Planning Division and Yotsuba 
Homes. He never had what ittakes 
to be o true leader. He was chosen 
for the mootings to make Higuchi 
look good. 


‘thoughtito his comments the others 
‘fin sea hii as footish. 


Takeshi Ooi 


Main Character Profiles 


Head of Personnel at Yotsube, Very 

‘nervous and paranoid, he's always | wawvcawa 
‘keoping a close eye on people. ce 
‘That attention to detail is what | 3X SA 
‘gets him into the meetings, which 

‘wast't something he wanted. 


Pte doesatmissaventne sudte 
changes in expression on the poter- 
foced Namikawe. 


aN 


Yotsuba VP of Rights and Planning. Calm and 


contacts Coil, which is what first brings s 
attention to the group and leads ta the Yotsuba 
Kira’s arrest. 


Kida penics and shoms a lack of ability to deel with 
surprises when Coil asks for «fee increase. 
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Yotsuba’s VP of Marketing, He's the company president’ i 
‘son and uses that to his advantage. He appeers to be something of 
‘lightweight and is unable 
totake the prossure ofthe 

“Meetings of Death.” warmer 


> Acarless outburst causes 
himto become a vetmot 30 
Yorsubls Ke, caanacten ae DU 


Anthony Rester 
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‘The SPX’ nurmber-two man and the load crime 
WV scene investigetor. Except for emergency situation, 
he stays by Near’ side. Near trusts Restor and 


Jnterms of 
AY) intelfectual 
ABILITIE eres 
below Near, but 
‘his quiet personality and physical 
‘strength make him avery useful 
membor. You could say ho acts as 
[Near’s guardian. 


“> Neor somes to cely on Reser stop 
information rem leaking out of the SPK. 


Stephen Gevanni 


RITA 


VW] members are killed by the Death Note, he never 
jacks dovrn and stays aboard until the case is 


~* 


\ 
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finally solved. He plays @ major role in Nears plan. 


ABILITIES 
Gevann is highly skitied at tailing 
“and monitoring also 


is very crafty at jobs like picking 
locks. The Kira case couldn't have 
‘been solved without him. 

'® Gevann’s thorcughnossin the Mikami 
investigation heips solve the case, 
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Halle Lidner ».-)- 


Main Character Profiles 


‘The only fomale mombor of the SPK. Ono of the 
BASIC DATA Nisei one eapenonany ng 
ich was one of the reasons that led her 
{Sfrinthe SPC Dua te ther menere tas 
in the odd situation of helping Near while also passing along 
information to Mello. 


idner is an excellent officer wha once worked in 

ABILITIES thn Seren moe epee 
ited States. An individual thinker, she assists 

vat ‘and Metlo during the Kira case. Her 


‘kills #3 2 bodyguard are also first-rate. 


MISSION 


Besides her regular duties 
a9 an investigator, she's elso 
information : 


Mello. She uses her position 
‘as 2 female agent to become a 
bodyguard for Takada in order 
to uncover the connection 
between Takada and Kira. 
A flashy bodyauart, she 
‘becomes popular withthe public, 


‘Amember of the SPK. An FBI officer and SPK ‘A member of the SPK and 
Becomes a victim of the member. I's assumed he also a spy for Mello. He's 
Death Note because of the [died when most of the killed by the Death Note. 


SPK leak, members were purged. 


venta sare 


] ert Da 
‘uses him to reveal the 
espe iar 


4 Thiestered by Ross, he trades forthe | 
Shinigami Eyes and ende up saving the 


eng rom danger. 35 
CHARACTER ELE 


Rashual Bid 
Fear inert 
‘iter 


Used by the mafiato deal 
with the Japanese police 
atthe airport sfter guiding 
Soichiro tothe right 
airplane, he's disposed of by 
the organization, 


sare vere [0/3 9{ eee te acae y 


‘The director of Sakura TV. Tho police koop a 
close oye on him bocause of all the Kira-related 


‘Mikami when he becomes too arrogant. 


‘A graody porson who readily airs 

‘any program, rogardless ofits 
valuo, to attract mors viewers. He 

‘makes many ill-advised decisions. 


criminal, Light fools 
a sense of regret and 
conflict. 


in Light's plan to 


wages 
1174/2008 
ee 
1s, 


Kurou Otoharada. 


‘Acriminal who 


Presented on TV as 
the famous detective 
Lhe’ really a death 
row inmate, Because 
of this suse Lis able 
to getcloser to 
tracking down Kira. 


Main Character Profiles 


David Hoope 71¢=1-7 


his threatened by Mello with the | / 

Death Note. He works unsuccess- 

‘fully with L (Light) to infiltrate 
hideout, He's a strong 


f) ater the special forces attack failod. 


George Sairas 2-9-5 


‘The US. vice president, he ascends to the presidency when David 
Hoope dies. He Is weak-willed and clearly lacking as a leader He 
‘easily falls for Kira’s threats and passes along secret information 
about the SPK. 


© Oficiatly announcing 
J} support for Kira. 


‘The director ofthe FBL He helps L 
investigate the Japanese police. 
‘Atono point ho withdraws from 

the Kira caso but later holps Near 
‘ereato the SPK. He is killed by tho 
Death Nate. 


€ Because offs connection wth L, 
Lightis abe to comtacthim es well 


rotrieve the Death Note but is wiped 
‘ut by the mafia with the help ofthe 
‘Shinigami Sidob, 


+ His teams sited, but helpless 
‘against the Death Note. 


Main Character Profiles 


The Forces Involved in the Kira € 


The Kira Case is a worldwide phenomenon, This is an in-depth look at the 
organizations involved in the case. 


building w 


4 Thosowiling to rck thor ives on te ease aro 
faq Mary threaten to quitto avoid becoming 
er involved 


Japanese Task Force 
Light Voom SochireYogom, Sih 


MEMBERS) Aizawa, Kanzo Mogi, Touta Matsuda, 
Hideki Ido, Hirokazu Ukita 


The Kira Case Headquarters Under L's Control 


Set up after L determines that Kira is operating from within 
‘Japan, its the only organization in the country pursuing 
Kira. Its existence is not made public and the members’ 
ames and personal information are kept secret. When L 
dies at Kira’s hands the organization faces the prospect of 
being disbanded. Light Yagami takes over as the Second L 
‘and koops the team going. 


SPEC (speciat posision or Kira 


‘Near, Anthony Rester, Stophen Gevanni, 


MEMBERS) Haitevidner 


The Secret Investigative Team That Carries 
on L's Will 

Ate: Us death, elite members ofthe FBI and CIA come 
together to form a now ent-Kira organization. Membership 


in tho SPK is kept small to ensure secrecy, Thoy profer to 
‘work on their own, soparate from the Japanese task force. 


‘ The leader of te SPK, Near. He appears to be nothing m 
a child, but he reveals extraordinary investigative s 
even the president 


NPA 


Koreyoshi Kitamura, Kanichi Takimura 


MEMBERS 


Authority Bowing to Kira 

When Kira is revealed to be in Japan the NPA pursues him 
aggressively but is ultimately diverted by Kir’s powers. 
Ater the Yotsuba Kira brings political pressure to bear 
against it, the NPA stops its investigation. 


FBI 
Faye Pen, Nail Mio ime 
MEMBERS) menses Stove tason 


Operating Independently on L's Orders, 
But... 


Many criminals in the U.S. are thought to be victims of Kira 
Because of that, the FB! agrees ta help L. However, America 
backs off alter 2 number of egents are killed. 


The Mafia 
Mello, Re Ross, lek Neylon 


MEMBERS 


Mello’s Pawns in Gaining Kira’s Power 

[An underworld organization in America that increases its 
influence by teaming up with Mello, The organization wants 
the Death Note and more power but is being used by Mello. 


Wamuiny 


LL Near, Mello, Watari, Roger, Matt 


MEMBERS 
The Orphanage That Produces Genius 


{An orphanage financed by the wealth of inventor Quillsh 
Wammy. He assembles talented kids from all over the world 
and gives them specialized education. Graduates of the 
program work in various fields, including investigation and 
the arts 


The Media 


NEMBERS Hitoshi Demegewe, Kiyomi Takada 


The Invisible Power That Controls Public 
Opinion 

Never underestimate the power of communication. The 
media's broadcasts of information relating to Kira eventually 


create an ideological group of Kira worshippers. This group 
has the power to go up against even the police. 


MISSION 
‘AND. 


IF THE 
JAPANESE 
POLICE: 


‘4F-With the deaths of the American agerts i 
Japan, the secret investgation of Japanese 
polic personnels revealed 


‘4 Amarclese and cold-heartod organization 
that would ready kill evan fs own members. 


4 Due to Us sudden death tis su 
te takeover for him ata young age 


the world stans to change dramatically 


pant Relationships 


se 


seepearW Wore 


The Radical 
Shinigami Who 


Hates Boredom 


The Shinigami who dropped 
‘a Death Note into the human 
world to escape boredom. 
sno exaggeration to say 
that this act is responsible 
for bringing chaos to the human 
world. Ryuk possesses no empathy for 
humans, watching intently as the human 
‘whom he possesses, Light Yeuami, 
‘continues his crime spree. Actually, it 
‘sooms that he oys it 


/smany facets of human eetertainment. Video. 
{ames seem tobe hs favorite. He also ikes martial arts, 


— Momentary Escape 

PURPOSE from Bored 
eerie cn es 
‘Ryuk comes down te the human world seeking 
excitement. In the end, it appears he got a lot of 
pleasure outof the humans. 


IMPORTANT PEOPLE TO ACHIEVE HIS GOAL 
Light Yagami 


The central character—and biggest 
victim? —in Ryuk’s adventure in the 
human world, 


Soichiro Yagami 
Ryuk possesses him on Light's 


request does he comply simply to 
alleviate his boredom? 


Teru Mikami 


Another person whom Ryuk uses to 
entertain himselt 


PERSONALITY fetes ce 


yuk is full of curiosity, a rare trait for @ 
Shinigami, He's also very adaptable, he'll accept 
new things as fong as he finds them entertaining, 


FEATURES. footie 


yuk has a very tall and slender body. Black 
feathers sprouting from his shoulders conceal 
‘wings and other things—like apples, for example. 
On his hip is a holster-fike accessory that holds 
his Death Note. 


vou 
Aten 
Sosr 
sane 
‘aa 

eecavoe 

\ souwawr 

Ison 


‘#.81eng Super flexbie,Ryut is Abe to contort hime in 
‘id poses impossible fr any human 


‘The Worth of an Apple to Ryuk 


Apples are invaluable to Ryuk. Obviously 
he doesn't need them forthe nutrients, but 
‘without them he suffers from withdraral 
symptoms. Ryuk may unconsciously equate 
the “red” of an apple with the “lifeblood” of 
‘humans and thus always needs them. 


Complete Shinigami File 


seeDEATH NOTE 


One of the Few Who Knows How 

to Kill a Shinigami 

This serious femele Shinigami possesses 

(Misa, the Second Kira, Unlike Ryuk, Rem does 

fot come to the human world looking for fun 
However, she doesn't necessarily respect humans and at one point even 
calls thet lifestyle “ugly.” Had she not known Gelus, Rem would probably 
never have destendod to the human world. 


Peaiighaiiae ier 


boeing usec, Rem continues to follow 
herorders. 


Carrying Out the 
PURPOSE | Wm Bales 
Rms cie ni eee 
Esless sane cts toll 6 1 Salm 


Rom decides to go down to the human world and 
give Misa his notebook, 


‘pHa she never been fascinated by Gelus's actions, Rem 
ever would have ded in the buman woe 


‘IMPORTANT PEOPLE TO ACHIEVE HER GOAL 
Misa Amane 


The reason for Rem coming to the 
human world. In some ways, she's 


the person who changes Rem’ fate. 


Calm, Quiet, 
tout Full of Emotion 


‘Aclover croature who always koops 
her composure. When it comes to Misa, 
however, Rem sometimes lets her 
‘emotions get the best of her. 


aN rnONALITY 


‘Always going efter those who could harm 
‘Misa. Thaso kinds of anions show tho warmth 
buried deop inside Rom. 


FEATURES 


noods to fiy. Because of Rems smooth head and 
white body, she appears more feminine than Ryuk. 


-pfyuk describing Rem as “spongy.” Does he tink this 
because she's white? 


The Love That Moves Rem 


‘Most Shinigami mind their own business and 


lack any sort of emotion, but Rem i 


ifferont. She 
ut Gelus’s wishes, helping Misa more than 
y, and she really cares about those whom 


she has strong feolings for. 


PURPOSE 


‘Sidoh must have been very tazy in 
filling out his Death Note, because 
his lifespan is nearing its end! He 
rushes down to the human world to 
{get his notebook beck from Ryuk as 
‘quickly as possible, 


Frrerbing infest verte 
parisien of he Stik 
uni ceahn Sidoh is always 


attcid of something! 


ld 


waxpeare woTe 


The True Owner of Light's Death Note 


‘The Deoth Note that Light initially uses i 
actually Sidob’s. Sidch is not very bright; in 
fact, ho can barely remomber the namos of 
his fellow Shinigami. What appears to be 
tattered cloth around his shoulders are really 
his wings. 


0 orderto find the 
huran whe hes his 
notebook, Sidoh passes 
out ligrsin the Shiigams 
world. Obviousy, this 
does notwork 


hero ats 
Shag Rank 
ie 


te 
DEATH CA 


PERSONALITY lr 


Sidoh possesses a certain charm 
tat makes him hard to hate. He is, 
unfortunately, cowardly and afrai 
of one particuler human. Somet 
it's hard to believe he's really @ 
Shinigani.. 


'Gelus 


seeDEATH NOTE 


Beath by Loving a Human Girl 


‘A small and clumsy Shinigami whose body is held together 
bby sewn-on patches. He doesn't have many friends; Rem 

is the one who notices that he's interested in a human gir. 
Golus saves Misa's lite, bute could not prodict how that 
‘would tead to his own death 


‘€ While he probably doos nstintend to do so, Galus 
isthe ona who shows Rem howto killa Shinigami 


+ ine cosporateatompttc save The Desire to He! AQoiet and 
Meshodrssomamnaraton) PURPOSE Teer PERSONALITY lita fleart 
‘Hiking, 
Whether or not he knows ofthe Gelus has a rare and perhaps 
rule against helping humans, Gelus improper personality trait fr a 
wants to protect Misa, Hes able | Shinigami: he cares deeply for 
‘to successfully lengthen Misa's ‘humans, 
Hifespan, but... 


Complete Shinigami File 


Armonia 
Justin 
Beyondormason | 4 


an Daa 


advice by many of the 
inhabitants ofthe Shinigami realm. He is 
sometimes seen smoking. g 


«ne ()§| Daril 
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tite igh places 
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High-Ranking Shinigami 


‘AShinigami with no interest in the human 
‘world, She's comfortable in the Shinigami 
‘eaim, where she enjoys gambling, She 
thas an Asian appearance and is known 
for having a goofy laugh. Her rank is just 
betow Justin's. 


‘A humanoid Shinigami who wears a 
‘mask that appears to be made of bone. 
Because he carries @ large sickle, he’s 
protty close to what many humans think & 
{god of death looks like. He sponds every 
day gambling with Gukku. 


aa Midora 


Giant Size That Commands 

Respect 

A Shinigami who keeps it simple by wearing 
no accessories. Becaitse of her size, hor tail 
and her spotted body, she is well known inthe 
Shinigami reaim, 


Complete Shinigami File 
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A Slacker Wha Loves to Gamble 


‘A friend of Ryuk’s who watches as he 
hheads to the human world, Gukku also gets 


a along with Deridevely. The two are often 
seen gambling but... supposedly he's not 


very good. 
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Interest in the Human World 


A Shinigami known forthe hook on his 
\\ oft hand and his featbor headdress. 
« _/ When he hears that yuk has postossed 
“7 human, he shows interest in what kind 
af person itis. Ho may soom booth, 
tht mayhe he's just  protty curious 
Shinigami? 


S eels, Calikarcha 


Known forthe numerous eyes along the sides of his head. Perhaps 
this isa rare type of Shinigami? 


«= ]2| Kinddara 
-xwis2| Guivelostain 


SS ilches on er ee, sharp tet. She apperste be very vont. 
gost 


Know for the eyes that cover her body. Supposedly only the 
iain Ke sesso Ie 


Conk 
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oe als King of Death 


The Most Powerful Being in the Shinigami 


a Shinigami realm, He must be very old 
Inner mi refer to him as “Old Man.” He 
Nomen ¢ of keeping track of Death Notes, 
tenevsit | hut little else about him is known. Maybe he’s too 


lencwwilt | inerodible for humans to comprohond? 


operation Diary 


Ya Shinigami Observation Diary 


2% Working Too Much? Lame! 


Though they appeor incredibly lazy, Shinigami have jobs. 
However, they don't have a required amount of work to do, 


and trying too hard, 


Searching for Targets 
to Take Life From 


‘Tho main Shinigamijob 
isto find humans they can 
take lif from and to write 
their names into Death 
Notes. They choose 
humans at random! 
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ih a Shinigami somesimes wll 
gs stout the notebook itis ro 
quired to do so, 


Watching Over It 24/7 


Duo tothe rulos,« Shinigami 
must stay close to the human 
who picks up the notebook. Not 
that they need to do anything, 
though 


‘4 Whon 2 Death Notes lost report is 
to the Shinigami King, But robaoy 
wil Help search for it 


Protecting the Note 


Watchin 


\\,No Harm in Knowing: The Shinigami Ranking 
Everything inthe Shinigami realm scoms random and chaotic, but there are class rankings 
Obviously, the highest ranking belongs to the Shinigami King, However, these rankings don't 
soem to afoct the day-to-day activitos ofthe Shinigami very much 


22 (hed «Aer Oe 


tower Higher 
Ranked Ranked 


HOW To THINK 


~ TSUGUMI OHBA 


In-Depth Interview with Tsugumi Ohba 


Death Note Truths 


The Origins of All 108 Chapter Titles 


Tsugumi Chiba is the extraordinary 
Storyteller who created Death Mote. 
{nthis special interview Ohba-sensei 
reveals the deepest secrets ofthe series, 


‘Then right after that Lis killed. 
Ending the battle between Light and L here 
was one of the ideas | had when I first started 
the series. When | resolved to kill Ll was 
holding back a tear. 


The Story Expands: 


The Mello and Near Arc 


‘What informed your decision on how to 
introduce Mello and Near? 

I decided they would be brought in together. 
The reason there were two characters was 
that L alone wasn't able to catch Kira. If 
introduced them separately, it would just be 
a repeat of the Light vs. battle. So | decided 
to have three combatants all going after 
each other. | left the designs totally up to 
Obata-sensei. The only thing | asked for was 
to make them both a little “L-ish.” | wavered 
a lot on their ages. Atfirst | even considered 
making them Us sons. | didn’t develop their 
personalities much initially, intending to 
reveal them through their actions. 


Tsugumi Ohba interview 


What were you trying to accomplish with the 
Yotsuba Kira arc? 

| wanted to have Light and L investigating 
‘together and | needed to put their battle on 
hold for a bit. The Yotsuba members were 
merely stock villains intended to make the 
main characters look good. | always knew 
Light would return to being Kira. 


‘4 Misa’ arrest and confinement, follow by the Yotsuba 
are; the plotis always surprisingly fast-paced. 


Why eight Yotsuba characters? 
Right from the start | planned on eight 
characters, and | also wanted Mido to 
seem the most suspicious. 


‘Profiles ofthe Yotsuba 
Members 
Veame up 


‘#L's Capoeira in Chapter 38 

bata-sensel added 

at. Inthe thumbns 
anormal k 


h those 


Alotof twas pointes: 
wc mation inclu 


After Obata-sensei drew the 
characters | considered various 
aptions before deciding on 
Higuchi, The Yotsuba storyline 
was intended simply to lead to 
Light regaining the notebook end 
kiling L It really didn’t matter 
which one of them was acting 
as Kira; | just wanted the reader 
to enjoy trying to guess who it 
would be 


Light's Request: #L Has No 
“Lookiinto my Friend: 

eyes Nope: And when 
Thats something ys that Ligh 
the pro:Doath 

Note Light would 
te show what 
Light would 

been like hat he 
never found the tive th 
rnatebook him 


ee att 4) nen re tiias 


HOWTO THIN Teugunt nba ||| 


4 The fist incidantiroing Molo end Near. Evon Light 
‘can't id his emetions when his sistris involved 


tad en 
seit 
Gad hat 
bro 
tie fo 
tecase Te 
vex ge 


+4 Mikami plays» key pertin the stor’s conclusion. 
He's an unusual character in thathis mativas for 
Worshipaing Kira are explained in detail 


Misa as 
a Nurse in 


sigue Teling 
Misa “Because Ym 
in Chapter 48 


A 


When Near and Mello appear, why did you make 
the first incident be Sayu’s kidnapping? 

| discussed with my editor about what we could 
throw in to get things really going after Us death 
So...we came up with a kidnapping by Mello, 
Then we struggled with who should be the 
victim. In the end, | decided on poor Sayu 


“The reason there were 
two characters was that 
L alone wasn’t able to 
catch Kira” 


Why not Misa? 
Because if it were Misa, Light might just 
decide to snuff her out [/aughs]. Light loves 
his family and he wants his new world to 
have only kind people in it. Although his 
desire to be godlike is warped, he's just 
trying to make the world a better place. He 
sees Misa as a bad person who had killed 
people. That's why he’s cold to her and 
manipuletes her. 


What was behind Mikami’s introduction? 
\ needed another charactor to take Misa’s 
place. | struggled with who it should be. 
Actually, Mikami is the only character in Death 
Note who has a chapter about his past. 


Why did you create a story about his past? 
| wanted to write about why he wanted to 
become Kira’s proxy. I needed to establish 
Mikami and Light as equals and show that he 
was special in some way. Initially, I didn't went 
to include any backstory in Death Note, so! 
‘was a bit resistant to this, One of the reasons 
being—and thisis a personal thing—that | 
don’t realy like flashbacks, 


‘eAibor and Wedy's 
Characters 
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ge, Fan 


guchi say to sho 


oR 


rl wre ite 


tate wort sew ts ota 


‘Tsugumi Ohba Interview 


‘& Matlo was aimostthe final victor. Itwould have been fun to see What was the hardest part of writing the 
how he would have taken Light down notebook switch segment? 

| didn’t want Light to lose because of a 
totel mistake on his part. So | had the 
mistake come from Mikami instead 


Had you always planned on Mello's hero- 
7 ics at the end? 
TIM NOT | {didn't decide on that until the lest 
A TOOL | second. After Sidoh returned to the 
Ee Shinigami realm, there was a period in 
which | struggled over what to do with 
TO SOLVE | Mello, Afters death, the idea that Mello 
THE would be the character to defeat Light 
was reelly strong in my mind. I figured 
that since Near was the best at Wamimy’s 
House, it would be more interesting if 
Mello were the final victor instead. 


Why did you decide against it? 

He learned too much about the notebook 
early on, so had to fade him outto 
sustain the intensity of the story. 


That's why his end was very plain, depicted Because of this, | wasn't able to give 
in only one panel. | thought that if he died too him a large role at the end and instead 
dramatically, the truth behind his death would switched it to him hurting Light indirectly. 


be revealed. 


Whats behind the line that appears 
after Lights death: “After they die, the 
place they go is MU (Nothingness)"? 
For me, one of the premises of the 
series was that once a person 
died, they could never come back SHOOT! 
to life. | really wanted to set a rule SHOOT 


thet bringing characters back to ees WHO UNDER 
tele ‘ : 
fev cmearna Taam death | mempers, STOOD ME 
Fig SHTeGus 
Tell me about the “nothingness” text | OTHERS! Rig Tes is 
written on the comers of the black NEEDED! 


spread when the chapter appeared 
in Weekly Jump. 

Normally the editor writes those, 
but this time | did it. That's why in 
volume 12 they appear as rules of 
the notebook. 


The Design . Near’s Stacking Hobby 
ofthesPK | eet ould stack suger cubes. so 
All| cid fo took thet portion of him and 

forces ¢ itto Near through the dovice 

joining a copie him playing with toys and stacking 

burning Ratt was 3 things. The match and gic 

were included inthe thumtnai 

"spy was thinking how tough éray 

trong core. Som . would be for Oba 

actuelly the victim of was all Obata the page [lau 

the Yotsuba Kira and sensei 
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AND 
DECIDE IF 
THAT WAS. 
RIGHT OR 
WRONG 
MYSELF 


BEFORE ME, 
TWOULD’ 
THINK iT 

THROUGH. 


‘The debate over right and wrong within the sores. Th deci 
reader 


The Author's Intent 


with Death Note 


1s there o theme you wished to 
express through the series? 


(CAN TELL Not really. If | had to choose 
wanna RiGHT aed 
MAT IS RIGHT | something, Id say, “Humans 
IS WRONG, will all eventually die and 
WHar is never come back to life, so 
REETECL? | let's give it our all while we're 


13 EVIL. alive.” Given that, | don’t think 
its very important to debate 
whether Light's actions are 
right or wrong. Personally, 

| only look at tas, “Light is 
very evil,” “Lis slightly evi,” 
‘and “Only Soichiro is good.” 


Meaning that Death Note is 
‘not meant to push an ideology 
or make a statement about 
good and 
I didn’t think about that at 

all. Near's words toward 
the end about how justice 

is something that we all 
think about and decide for 
ourselves would probably be 
closest to my own beliefs. | 


isionis upto the 


“I decided from the beginning that right and wrong 
wouldn’t be a part of Death Note” 


So the series is meantto be all about enjoying 
the plottwists and psychological wartar 
That's why I'm very happy Iwas able to tel this 
story in Wookly Jump. Bocause it’s aimed at 
‘the young, you're able to naturally push back 
ideology and focus on pure entertainment. If 
the story were aimed at an older audience, 
they would expect more debate over the 
issues and therefore it would have had to go in 
that direction. 


Sayu's Reappearance 

atHer Coming-o1-Age 

Ceremony 

I want back and forth 

aboutit but chose to 

er inchapter 97 
cossarly 


Matt's Charactor 
he third most tle 
Vamnmy’s Hou 

Once Mello 


veara nore |O(6 


understand that tho series brings up questions 
of right and wrong, but because the answers 
tothose questions always eventually become 
idgological | decided from the boginning 

that they wouldn't be a part of Death Note. 

Its dangerous, and I don’t see it as being 
interesting in a manga. 


nted member of 
ad Mel 


ance the 
na t talk 
tt It 


‘Mello’s Scar When He 


Reappears 


fig 


thumbnail 


DEATH NOTE Truths 


Death Note is filled with various mysteries and 
OOO *-7ets Many were revealed within the series but 

some of them were still very complicated. Here, 

Ohba-sensei will explain every mystery in detail. 


| What are the specifics behind the 3 What's the reason for Light creating 
Ss “trick totestif anyone is Kira” that the hidden message “L, do you 


= ‘| mentions when he frst meets =™ know"? 
WoLOL PRS | Soichiro and the others? (ele 
He'd planned on doing to them what he did to Its simply to goad L and confuse 
Light after the tennis match in chapter 21, but the investigation. And because 
because Soichiro and the others are so simple: I really wanted to include It 
minded, he doesn’t even bother with t. Vaughs} 
The hidden 
message is 
completely 
earings. 
The goalis 
morolyto 
disteetL 
Lpresumes 
the suspectis 
ight ite 
a What's the true purpose of L a How reliable are the percentage 
5 attending Light university? =| figures that L gives to measure how 
much he suspects something? 
VoL, O55 VoL 02 IB 
He's potty confident Any time L throws out a 
in his reasoning number, it basically means 
and wants to test that he suspects that person 
ithimsel. Also, by over 90 percent. So you 
he wants to show can't rustit. The truth s, 
Light that he can he's liar [laughs]. | made 
take the offensive those numbers up while try- 
He understands ing to think as L would. 


thats dangerous, 
* 4 This seemingly rash action has 
but since he KNOWS: oftught veirdit 


how Light thinks, 
he's confident that 
he won't be killed under the circumstances. 
 Atthis point Lis aroady proty 
certain about Light 
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© Death Note Tuths 
1s Light's comment about gettin 
girlfriend a foreshadowing of Misa’s 


‘appearance? 


Light doesn't know Misa at this time so he has no 
reason toforeshadow such a thing [aughs}. Its 
simply an excuse for being late. | putthis line in so 
| could have Sayu reacting to the nextline about 
Light having eaten in a hotel [Zaughs} 


‘Why does L 
about Shinigami? 


/e Misa’s message 


He immadiately reasons that, taking the investiga- 
tion as @ whole, everything would ftif Shinigami 
exist. Butthat means he has to accept that they 
exist and that shocks him, 
While the other members, 
are thinking stuff ike, 
“What the heck?” Lis the 
tonty one who puts ital 
together. Plus, | wanted to 
have him fall down on his 
butt [aughs). 


‘4 instantly dovises a now 
theory onthe case 


Who was the original owner ofthe 
notebook that Light gives to Rem 
before he goes into confinement? 


£01 
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There's actually a period of 


4 Ator returning the notebook to Rem, Light 
ymediataly asks hor to hand itt Ryu. 

> This isthe moment wien Light returns the 

notebook, Butthore i a period of time that passes 

bore Rom flies away in the fllowing panel 


time in between the panel 
Where Light hands the note- 


Z| book to Rem and the panel 
(C-g] vihere Rem flies off. This is 


= wien the shufing ofthe 
4~€| notebooks takes place, so the 
Death Note that Rem takes 
off with is Light’ original one. 
Atthis point | had already 
devised the trick for how L 
would die, somy heart was 
Pounding with the knowledge 
that could no longer change 
what was going to happen. 


Tho eight Yotsubs Kira suspocts. Higuchi who is 
er ravoaled as Kia, surais acting calm here. 


When the Yotsuba Eight are first 
introduced, is Higuchi not sweating 
Ys Kira? 


4 But Namikawe is aso acting 
ralaxad. Their oxprossions aro 
reflections of ther personales. 


You mean, everyone was ner- 
vous except him because he's 
Kira? Not at all it was just a 
coincidence that Obata-sensei 
drew the scene that way. The 
‘eeson was probably because 
he wanted to make Higuchi 
look cold-blooded and the 
swoat would have interfored 
with that. Namikawa isnt 
‘sweating either for the same 
reason, 


N a 


mine 


peate vores 


4 Tekahashis called “even more foolish than 
Higuchi” by tho othors. He's also a rod hering 
> Misa uncoversthe tut first but Light and 
the others wouldrit eam ofitfora whi 


Why was Higuchi chosen to be the 
Yotsuba Kira? 


Mido was the red herring charactor, so he 
couldn't be Kira. The same for Namikawa once 
he received the phone 
call from Light. Shimura 
doesn't have the right per- 
sonality. The thing is, you 
have to be foolish to want 
touse the Death Note. So 
ithad tobe a foolish per- 
son, and in Yoisuba’s case, 
a very greedy person. In 
the end itwas @ process 
of elimination 


requires 
Misato 
regain her 
memories. 
That's 

why her 
notebooks 
buried. 


Why do Ryuk and Rem swap 
notebooks? 


VoL, 
Because it was necessary to make Ryuk the 
Shinigami possessing Misa. Ifit stayed Rem, she 

‘most likely wouldn't let Misa 
trade for the Shinigami Eyes 
again. Also, Misa would not be 
able to regain her memories 
relating tothe notebook unless 
she dug up the Death Note that 
she previously used. 


‘Even tho Shinigami are contused 
about the switch. tall done in 
orderta changa which Shinigami 
Dossessed whom, 


What did Light plan to do 
the cell phone number shar- 
"| ing system? 


#12) 


WL 8,P024] 


‘Actually this is a very convenient system that 
allows Light to always know whet everyone 

con his team knows. Ifs basically asif he were 
bugging everyone on the invostigation {/aughs|. 
| didn’t plan on introducing futuristic items into 
the series but figured | could get away with this. 
Plus, since the characters were being divided 
among America and Japan, | needed @ reason 
for all of them to know what was going on so! 
could advance the plot. | didn’t wantto have to 
always worry about explaining how a certain 
character learned of an event before he was 
able to react. 


moll 1/2 


g | What is the meaning behind U's final 
| words, *...but...1..."? 


= a) 


My editor thought oft as, “I was right, but | 
lost...for now.” That would also foreshadow 
Mello and Near’s appearance. But! think its 
bestiif evoryone interprets it for themselves. 
‘Also, Matsuda's theories in chapter 108 may or 
‘may not be right. This might be unfair, but Death 
‘Note is about readers coming to their own 
conclusions. Sorry, 


werent 


wow x0 mann revue ontn- [||| [II 


© Death Noto Truths 


Why doos Light choose 
zZ 1 | Mikami as his proxy? 


You. 10, 2008 | 


313 /seceuemnn 
kd : 


WwL08, P10? | 


He mustfeel that Mikemi 
would be a good choice 
When he sees him on TV, 
‘Aso, since he's about to 
‘come under heavy sorutiny, 
he's forced to choose 
someone fast. Mikamiis 
probably justthe person who 
sooms tobe the bost-suited 
atthe time. Though Light's 
dialogue during this scene 
rmakas itsoem asit he's still 
full of confidence [laughs] 


‘$ The choice wasjust 
‘asad onintuton 
Light was under that 
‘much pressure. 


No, she can't. And neither can Light. What Misa 
is reacting to is Ryuk, who to her appears to be 
mysteriously talking to himself. 


‘if ony Light had 
noticed this 


| Is being able to watch multiple 

Ss 1 5 monitors at once a special ability 
that Near possesses? 

‘WoL F064 


Being able to view that many monitors at once 

is a particular skill of Nears, but Lis able to do 
something similar. If you think about it its all 
about brain capacity and analytical ability. It could 
be said that the specialty of all the children raised 
at Wammy's House isthe ability to absorb large 
amounts of information all at once. So the top 
students were probably able to do stuf similar 
tothat. Though I can't imagine Mello being able 
to...Llaughs} 


Latches mute monitors 
while Lightisunder confinement. 


“# Theonty rules Nears knows of 


‘Alter seeing Mikem’s act, Near 
immediately thinks of switching 
the notebooks. But that decision is 
partof ight’ calculations, 


mio 7]3juee mean 


Near doesn’t know about the 
rule that a Shinigami must 
always possess the notebook 
cover, and he also doesn't 
know that the Death Note 
Mikami has is a fake. So he's 
totaly fooled by Mikami's 
actions and thus is lured into 
switching the notebooks. 
Because Light had predicted 
Near would do this, Mikami is 
using @ fake 


Peart wert tee re atarn 


a After being kidnapped and | Why does Near request that the 
5 locked in the back of a s notebook be brought to the Yellow 
truck, why doesn't Takada Box warehoust 


WLIZLOS kill Metio immediately? WLiLPIS 
Because she’s worried that So he can recover and destroy all the notebooks. 
if she kills him while he's His line to Light about not putting his hands on it 
driving, there could be an is alie. He always planned to take it in the end. 
accident and she might die First L, now Near—those Wamiy’s House kids 
as well, However, if she'd ‘sure are @ bunch of liars. They must be taught 
known therules wel, she © p> that any lie thet helps the 
would know that that could investigation is a good lie 
not happen. So because Uaughs} 
of that, her call for help is 
delayed. 


his ronson atthe tine was 
so that wouldn’ get stolen, 
but 


‘+ Tekeda waits unt the truck 
stops before liling Mol. Butthis 
would cost herherit 


a Who actually carries out the “as 
much as you can” killings after 
| Takada kills Mello? 


Takada has Mikami send her alist and she uses 
the piece of the note she killed Mello with to do 

the rast. However, because Mikamiis worried 
about whether she'll do itor not, he takes the real 
Death Note out of his bank safe, kills 
Tekada and writes down the same 
names from the list he sent Tekada, 


He's conceited to the point of 
thinking that what he's doing is right. 


‘+A piace Tokada hides inher under 
oar. thas plonty of space torte 
Afior revcivingthe call down names. 

from Takada, Mikami makes 

the same decision as Light 


z 20 mew Mikami certain that Light 


Vol 2 POG 


‘Asis shown in the chapter, Light 
isthe only porson whose if 
span isn’t visible with Shinigami 
Eyes. And the reason for thatis 
because hes the current owner 

_ of the notebook being held at 

“The nchbook handed 7 the task force headquarters. The 

Soichiro order ogo ater Mea. conmership ofthe notebook was 

‘Aor Seichr's dst, Light inverts transferred to Soichiro during 

‘ownership so that he doesn't have to the raid of Mello’s hideout, but 

worry about lasing his memory. elie spanfthose who have owner-tenvitwas switchad to Light, 

with the Shinigami Eyes, Soichiro’s death. Light never 


dives itup after tat 


wreaten 


rata 1/4] 


wow ror ren once |||) 


© Death Note Truths 


€Usinathe 
Death Note on 
the tran. Mi 
kamidoes this 
on instuction 
from Light 


‘What does Light mean when he 
says he set Near up to doctor the 
notebook? 


221 


VoL POC 


He's talking about his instructions to Mikemitto use 
the notebook on the train orto say stufto himself 
like, “There's no Shinigami 
possessing me.” Such actions 
take place multiple times that are 
‘not shown in the series. 


‘ Telking to himself show that no 
Shinigamisattachod to him, The 
purpose is to make those wetehing 
him ting thatho's unprotected, 


| Could Near see Ryuk during 
| the face-off in the Yellow 


VoL 12,2087 


How does Mikami know that the 
notebooks have been switche 


Definitely. Allthe members had touched the 
notebook and thus could see Ryuk. They had 
been warned by Near to not betray any reaction 
but..that must have been tough [/aughsll 


Mikami had previously 
been warned by Light 
through Takada that 
Near would likaly try to 
switeh the pages. So 


tThisis ‘the methodical Mikami 
te first was checking the 
time that notebook every day with 
Near end 2 microscope, Obata 
tisteam Aemtorecogrmibe sensei drew hatin 
soo 
‘Shinigami justby touch? Ordid he “uring chapter $7. 
mrarkthe pages ina way not 
Visio tothe naked oye? 
em 2) | How is Light able to I 
ae | true name? 
doomasa ape | 
last-gasp i) 
ator. 


realyhardo [9 
alyhardo ER 


4 The orderthenames areinis| 
important. 

‘is clear who Near is based on the 
conversations. 


eare nore | D 


Because Light instructs Mikami to kil Near first, 
the first name written into the notebook is “Nate 
River.” Because Mikami overheers Near and 
Light's conversation he's able to determine which 
person Near is. By the way, speaking of Near’s 
namo, “River” symbolizes that he “flows” from L 
And his first name, “Nate,” comes from the word 
“natural.” Its supposed to roprosent that he's a 
natural genius who's been blessed from above; 
the opposite of Mella, who works very hard for 
everything. Oh, and apologies to Mello, but his 
name doesntreally stand for anything [/aughs} 


§{ te reacen 


The Origins of All 108 Chapter Titles 


Most chapter titles were chosen at the thumbnail stage, but for some titles Ihad to come up 
with a few choices and bat them around with my editor. This was especially the case with the 
final chapters; my editor and I would often decide on a ttle for the next chapter as we made 
the final comections to the current one. However, I had come up with the titles for chapters 
107 and 108 before I even created the thumbnails. Allin all, it was a lot of fun. -Ohba 


lie eves 


‘This isthe chapter aboutthe Shinigami Eye 
‘Trade, but | didn’tthink “Eyes” or “Trade” alone 
‘was very interesting. |justthought “Eyeballs” 
sounded cooler 


| (GES ae | 


‘This one comes from Light’ experimenting with 
how much ho could control poople’s deaths with 
the notebook, Written with different Japanese 
characters, the word could also mean “investi 
tion.” I considered that as well, but since this, 

chapter didn’t have many scenes ofthe investiga 
tors I kaptthe one that focused on Light's actions, 


(an 


Osoreda’s target with his gun is Ryuk. Or, one 
could say that Light's targat is Raye Penber's 
name. created a lot o tiles like this, ones that 
could have multiple meanings depending on 
how you think about them. 


[Cas 


Obviously this is referring to Naomi. The middle 
of this chapter has happy scenes with her and 
Raye, butit ends with herin tears. | think i's a 
very feminine chapter. 


| ea 


The main thing isthe holes in the envelopes. || 
Butts also pointing to whether there are any 
“holes” in Light's plan that L can exploit 


Hess 


‘The reasons for why Ryuk dropped the 
notebook and for why Light wants to become 
a god arise from boredom. So there was no 
hesitation in choosing this ttle for the first 
chapter, even though Light didn’t exactly start 
using the notebook oniy out of boredom. 


BU es. 


Atthis point | basically wanted to present as 
‘the main character, or at least make it clear 
that he was the other main character. Also, this 
chapter is realy all about Ls the only chepter 
title consisting of e single roman alphabetletter, 
perhaps thats out of respect toL. 


a! 


I chose this title beeause this is the chapter in 
which the top Kira investigator is revealed as 
Light's father and Sayu is introduced as Light's 
sister. Also, the chapter ends with Light saying 
he might have to kill his own family. At this 
point, I decided that 'd keep all future chapter 
Iitles as one Japanese word. 


Moen | 


Here | started to have fun and also to be 
careful not to spoil anything with the chapter 
titles. This chapter was about the hiding of the 
notebook, so other title candidates were “False 
Bottom” and “Destruction,” but |thought that 
“Current” was the best choice 


vrei /0| 7/6] een ratio 


So | 
che rh 


NaS 


No explanation needed for this one either 


SPAN) Festtire 


The one who makes the frst move wins. So Light 
wins the tennis match and invites Ryuga to tea to 
ask him something, but L makes the first move by 
saying he needsto tell Light something first. 


PAL icy 


Both sides are trying to figure out what the 
other is really thinking, 


visu 


Itconcerns Ryuk’s creepy line at the end about 
how humans possessed by Shinigami sutfer 
misfortune. This statement comes up a few 
times throughout the series after this. The ttle 
also points to Light's belief that some people can 
siill be fortunate while using the notebook. 


I 
a 


This simply represents the investigators coming 
together with L to risk their lives on the case. 


| | EERE RETES] 


Lhas become one with the Japanese police and 
is thinking about that one extra clue. Meanwhile, 
Light is thinking about whether there's one flaw 
in his plan, and Naomiis heading tothe police 
with her one important revelation. 


a 


Things would have really turned out differently 
hhad Light and Naomi not bumped into each 
other hare. Light talks about how lucky he is, so, 
“Luck” was @ candidate for the title, But “I was 
lucky” is such a boring phrase, and | thought 
that for Death Note, seeing the coincidence 

as proof that “the other god is on my side” is 
‘much more fiting, 


_—z 


BETS 


What else could | have used for this chapter? 


ere Sis MN cccs. 2a 


The scene ofthe police officers blocking off 
‘Sakura TV looks so great that | chose “Shield.” 


aT 


[Now that think back on t, Death Note finally gots 
heroine in this chapter and she's called a “fool”. 
jow rude. But hat’ just Death Note or you 


(i aaa 


This doesn’t actually refer to how the story 
would turn upside down based on new revela- 
tions butrather to L falling out of his chair 


| 


Technicelly, the way to kill Shinigami isn'tto 
make them fallin love with humans, but | wanted 
to express it that way in dialogue. Also, given 
Golus's feelings for Misa, the stalkers feelings 
for Misa, and Misa's foolings for Kira, I figured 
the ttle worked. 


a 
He 


seam nere|0|7 
| 


Light is counting down to Naomi's death, and by 
the end of the chapter he's also counting down 
to when she'll reach the NPA headquarters, 


aT 


| changed the Japanese spelling of this so that 
itwouldn't act as a spoiler for the chapter. 


a 


elt like | added scenes in the first three pages 
with Ukita answering the phone just because of 
the chapter ia. Then there's the call from Nao- 
mi's mother to the task force. | wanted “phone” 
10 be the important item in this chapter 


FeLi] vsnisard 


| think this was the title that I had the most fun 
coming up with. Sorry! Its one of my top three 
favorite chapter titles. 


TT 


| was on a roll around this time. | would often 
struggle with choosing titles during the run of 
the series, but from chapter 15 to chapter 23 | 
had them done really early 


atc 


This needs no explanation; just check out L's 
gaze on the last two pages. 


erreaien 


Dtare nore wo 


wore staan 


Rips 


Obviousiy it's referring to Light and Soichiro, 
but... was feeling frustrated over the titles of 
these chapters in contrastto the ones around 
chapter 17. Perhaps | didn't put enough thought 
into thom, 


ee 


Since this chapter ran with color pages in 
Weekly Jump magazine, | worked hard to 

be sure | had a title that | was satisfied with. 
“Eight” refers to the eight Yotsuba members, 
of course. And I'm not saying that | only work 
hard when | have color pages, | promise 


| 
Ca 
Who would have imagined this was referring 


to Land Light hitting each other? | like these 
kinds of titles. 


Bye) session 


[elt ike I was having too much fun with the 
previous two titles, so | went back into serious 
mode. This refers to the separation between 
the task force and the NPA. 


‘a 


The ironic chapter in which the team gains 
Aiber and Wedy as new members while also 
losing Aizawa 


a 


Since this is the chapter with Matsuda running 
around, | named it after him. My editor laughed 
but gave me the okay. 


i Ss 


With a title like this, people assume @ charac- 
ter’s going to die. | admit | was going for that 
a litle bit, butt also refers to someone saying 
that Misa’s room is like “heaven” and also to 
how Matsuda feels after surviving this mess. 


Br Sic SS 


Itrefers to whether the Yotsube Eight are guilty 
or not, but I also got it from the black suits and 
tigs the surviving seven are wearing on the 
final page 


verre cere | 0 


PA] ones 


This points to how the two notebook owners 
find each other and how Misa is able to con- 
firm that Light is Kira, 


fee] Wexne 


Inthis chapter Light refers to Misa as a “weapon.” 
Its indicative of how in their rolationship Light 
views her only as a tool, but Misa’s fine with that. 


a 


| Keeping Misa, who knows Kira's identity, around 
as ¢ weapon is like holding on to @ bomb. And 
Rem’s explosive statement thatf Light kills Misa 
Rem will kill him makes Misa’s existence even 
more dangerous. 


| 3] Sea 


“Lwill dic... This easily...” Whon | wes writing 
this line I was thinking, “What? This easily?!" as 
woll. Tha best part ofthis chaptor is Rem saying 
she'll kill Lright after the scene with Lttelling 
Light that he's his first friend. 


ER canbe 


Light's decision to kil Ryuga while stil not one 
hundred percent sure he's Lis a gamble, and so 
is Us decision to appear before Light at school. 


SORES See 


‘This represents Misa boing arrested and moved 
to an unknown location justes Lightis ebout to 
got ’s nama. And also how the ownership of 
Rem’ notebook moves from Misa to Light. 


Gir | crits Taal] 


elt this one didn’t fit that well. When | can’t 
think of a good ttle | discuss it with my e 
but that doesn’t necessarily mean that we'll 
come up with something better. | probably just 
figured, “Well, he's being imprisoned, Should 
be fine 


Ee] Wie 


This represents Light losing his memory, but 
now that | think about i this a bad tit in 
terms of not wanting the story to be spoiled. 

Its notlike its the end of the world if the ttle 
reveals the coming plot but it kind of takes away 
some of the fun 


7 


vente atin 


og ell 


Ee eas 


This comes from Scichiro jumping infront of 
‘Wedy to take the bullet fired by Higuchi and also 
from Watari stopping Higuchi from kiling himsett. 
Mostly from the iattar. 


ERs 


‘Screams came from Soichiro, Mogi and, for 2 
diferent resson, from Light when he regained the 
notebook. 


(ik ey 


One notebook is under the ground, and inside 
of itis a letter. Inside the other notebook are 
fake rules. These are things you don't know 
yot from only reading this chapter. The main 
reason for the title is the piace of Death Note 
hidden inside Light's watch. 


a 


This isin reference to Lights line, “The god of 
the world creates the rules.” 


tfewe 


‘Misa hugs the notebook, then Ryuk and then 
Light on the last two pages. Even Ryuk points 
ut that “all this girl does is hug things...” 


a 


Referancing Rem’s two choices of saving Misa 
and dying or watching Misa be captured and 
put to death 


a 


This ttle refers partly to Light's feelings but 
mostly to U's final inner monologue: “I knew it... 
Iwasntt...wrong... But...1..." fm ofton asked 
what Lwes trying to say when he died, but | 
dodge tho question by saying that Death Note 
is about readers coming to their own conclu 
sions. | do think some things are more exciting 
when you don't know everything about them. 


aT 


Tho timor reaching zero means that Lis dead. | 
also wanted the readers to know that the Near 
and Mello are would be starting from zero. And | | 
wanted to remind myseif of that as well | 


Esco 


This comes from U's jine about Light taking over 
as Although it doesn’t happen until later on, 
already knows at this point that if Light is Kira 
hel try to kill L and take over his position. 


as 


Ryuzok’ is being crazy and forceful in this 
chapter. 


Llp sited 


Having a title that alludes to Misa and Rem's 
reunion was one option, but | took this one 
from Mogi’s comment about not being suited to 
his new role. | thought it was funnier, Sorry. 


ELE beinnscs 


Rem knows that Light has a plan and tells Misa 
which of the Yotsuba guys has the Death Note. 
| meant this to indicate that Rem is revealing 
some of the secrets early. 


Tifesewerie 


This one comes from a lot of things: Misa and 
Higuchi trading e-mail addresses, Misa trading 
clothes with Nori-chan at the hospital, the deal 
to marry Higuchi if e's Kira, and Misa using 
that to record his admission of gui. 


Ep rotedriot 


Another chapter where | used the title to mess 
with the fans. Now that I think about it, what's 
with my editor giving the okay on this? Never- 
theless, | iked this title 


a 


| chose this one because of Namikawa's 
smooth explanation of how a large company 
like Yotsuba is supposed to act. 


Pieces 


This comes from both Land Light seeing Higuchi 
write a name down in the notebook but not 
realizing that i's the method of killing, 


peare wore 8] 7/a]as reat ts 


tare wort vem 


ior] 


Thanks to Misa’s Shinigami Eyes, the current 
owner of the notebook is discovered. 


a 


Sorry. l gotthe readers all excited with this title 
‘and the only things flying in the chapter are 
helmets. 


a 


This title is because of Sidoh’s two instances of 
trembling: once when he’s scared of Mello and 
once when he thinks about Shinigami realm 
punishment. 


a 


This represents not only Kira and Ryuk’s contact 
with the task force members but also Sayu's 
contact with sunlight. 


(Ea 


Thisis a chapter in which battle plans are 
being checked and verified, but the title refers, 
mainly to the last two pages. 


a 


Ifthere were a kanji character for “mano a 
mano” | would have used it. Unfortunately, 
there isn't, so | picked “Cornered” to express 
the positions both Mello and Soichiro are in. 


EDL [arvereomrce 


| won't say whether the tile refers to Mello's 
lackey, Jose, who brilliantly plays dead, or to 
the tearful Light at his father’s deathbed, How- 
aver, if Light's tears are a performance, | don't 
believe it’s one hundred percent acting. 


Pp scvicnenon 


America’s acceptance of Kira is probably more 
like “recognizing” than “accepting,” but | also 
took the title from Light's line that Kira “knows 
that killng people is wrong,” 


Et) Sects 


This refers to Near’s “Welcome, Mello” ine. | 
don’t remember too well, but | think the original 
line was “Welcome homo, Mello.” Anyway, | 
fixed it. 


ore] 0(8 


Mi coors] 


Refers to the kidnapping of the NPA Director 
and Sayu Yagami. With this being the first chap- 
ter of the Mello and Near arc, | figured I'd play 
it straight. 


dT seve 


Mello was always number two, and the Mello 
and Near arc is the second story of the saries. 


YA boston 


Chief Yagami decides to go to LA., saying 
that he'll make all decisions and take all 
responsibility 


| aes 


Nears playing darts, Mello's going after the 
notebook and the airplane goes off target. 


i tae 


This is because the weird door used to trade 
Sayu for the notebook only turns ninety degrees. 
| was messing with the readers a little bit. 


if teeswiy 


This refors to Chiof Yagami’s rasponsibilty in 
having the notabook taken away from him, 
Sidoh’s lack of responsibilty as a Shiniga 
losing his notebook, and Ryuk’s responsibility 
for stealing Sidoh’s notebook. And also to the 
line atthe end: “That's so irresponsible.” 


| (ay 


This chapter begins with talk of Rem’s death, 
and soon many of the members of the SPK die. 
So | figured “Death” was fiting 


| ee 


The word “button” has many meanings here, Like 
tha button on his cell phone that Soichira presses 
early on in the chapter. Or the keyboard keys, 
Matsuda suddenly hits. But the scariest thing in 
this chapter is the “nuclear button.” Oh, I never 
even knew there was a Japanese kanji character 
for “button.” 


woreamep 


HOW 70 THINK — Teugumi onba~ ||| 
© Chapter Title Origins 


as 


This refers to the election of Takada as 
Demegawa’s replacement in being Kira’s 
representative. if you want to force another 
meaning onto it, perhaps it also refers to Mogi 
passing the test as Misa’s cook? 


kas 


This is all about the factthatthe characters are 
returning to Japan to end the battle there. Think 
ing about it now, it seems lke | stopped messing 
around withthe title choices attthis point and 
just went with the obvious. 


ae 


No deep meaning; | just took it from the final 
page where Light asks if he can see Tekada 
the next day. 


ifewessin 


This is @ manga that’s full of conversation, but 
hore the title is referring to the first conversation 
between Light and Mikami.| just thought twas 
great how theyre able to get in touch with each 
ther during the secret meeting with Takada even 
though its being monitored by the task force 


Ey tesco 


This represents how both Light and Near went 
to batile it out to see who's on top and to settle 
things for good. 


| ars 


This refers to Noar explaining that he won't just 
kill Kira and X Kira and see ifthe killings stop, 
butrather will force Kira to write into the note- 

book and arrest him on the spot. 


TPs | 


Mogi stops Misa from saying something that 
could gether killed and Lidner stops Misa from 
attacking Takada. Also, Near pauses the footage 
of Mikami on all his screens. 


i 


| debated whether this ttle should refer to Mikemi 
on the train orto Misa and Takada’s dinner, but 
thought that the Misa and Takada scenes were 
more interesting, For that came up with “Rivals 
in Love,” “Cat Fight,” “Battle” and “Easy Win,” but 
since these all seamed too obvious | just went with 
‘when the dinner took place: at night. 


a. 


is Near using Mello? Oris Light using the 
investigation team as bait for Near and Mallo? 
{she using the president? Is Demegawa using 
Sakura TV to shift public opinion towards Kira? 
Or all of the above? 


| Re) 


In this chapter Near makes several predictions, 
like the 13-Day rule being fake and the task 
force members meeting the original L Also, 
Light predicts that Mello will try to contact one 
of the task force members. By the way, the 
reason so many of these predictions are right 
is to keep the story moving forward. | figured it 
wouldn't work as well if they were wrong, 


a 


{In all of Light and Near's conversations both 
sides are trying to uncover the truth, but | think 
this is the first time it's acknowledged verbally 
that Light is lying, 


i) ese en 


This refers to the clean-up of the group of 
kira worshippers who gather around the SPK 
members and to the clean-up of the money 
scattered about. 


a 


‘This alludes to the contact between the differ- 
ent parties: from Aizawa to Near, from Light to 
Misa, from Misa to Mikami, etc. 


“Himself” refers to the fact that Near learns 
Of Soichiro’s plans to kill Kira and himself, and 


also to the fact that Aizawa is now acting on his 
own will 


Bik] oe 


“Delete” is a line that reveals what kind of a 
character Mikami is. He uses this word a lot 


Hil comcons 


This is the chapter about Mikami’s past. So 
many coincidences happened to him that he 
refused to believe they were mere coinci- 
dences. To put it coldly, he misunderstands 
everything, 


1 


beaten seit sen 


totaeiu 


= 


Both sides create a stuation in which Mikami will 
be induced to appear, and both sides construct 
things to induce the other to fall for their plan. 


a 


Theres the partwhere Metsude and the others | 
are asked to not move, but this is all about Light 
holding in his laughter and waiting until the 35: 
second mark to declare his victory. 


a 


The chapter starts with Light declaring victory 
and ends with Near’s declaration that Lightis 
Kira. “lowe this to Mello” could be considered | 
a declaration as well 


a 


| know Near’s explanation is vary long and I'm 
sure many readers struggled through it. Plus, 
since Light—who previously had said he'd 
never confess—answers itwith a, “Yeah, I'm 
Kira. Got a problem with it?” attitude, | figured 
the chapter ttle was fitting 


Mme | 


'twrould be impossible for Light to change 
Near’s and the others’ feelings with such a 
speech. Ho's attempting to buy time with a plan 
he knows is impossible, 


1 _ 


The chapter starts off with Light trying to kill Near, 
‘and then Matsuda tries to shoot Lightto death, 
and atthe end Lightis demanding that someone 
kill Near... Talk about a lot of kiling intent! 


si 


This is what | was trying to represent with the 
final two pages being all black. | figured “Noth- 
ingness” as a title would reveal too much, and | 
had already used “Black” for chapter 43. Since 
this is for all intents and purposes the final chap- 
ter, |went with “Curtain.” | also considered 
“Black Curtain,” but in Japanese that term can 
refer to a person hiding behind the scenes 
controling things and | thought it would be bad 
to make the readers think a new character was || 
Going to be introduced 


a 


No explanation needed: the end, 


pert nett 


aT 


This is a reference to Near’s team being sure 
that Mikami is X-Kira after seeing him use the 
notebook and overhearing him talk about the 
Shinigami. And also to their deciding that Light 
Yagami must be popular with the ladies 


ELL ose 


This comes from Noar’s remarks to Aizawa 
that he’s not part of the battle butis rather on 
the outside looking in. And this information is 
relayed on a public phone, which is outside, 


fei] convinces 


This word appears on the first page, when both 
sides are advancing their plans while con- 
vinced they are doing the right thing. 


asl) Nesweie cesT es | 


This is basically supposed to mean, “Mean- 
while, Gevanni was...” 


a 


For the two weeks between January 7” and 
January 22% | did something very rare in Death 
‘Note. I'm sure many readers were grateful 

that there were eight pages with absolutely no 
dialogue. Stil all the characters are very busy 
during these eight pages. 


BY) eres) 


One of the conditions of the two sides meeting 
is that all the members have to show up. And 
Mello finally reappears, so the title is also say- 
ing, “All the actors are now assembled.” 


ee 


“Two” refers to the deaths of Mello and Takada, 
and to something you don’t find out until later, 
which is that both Light and Mikami write 

Takada’s name down at around the same time 


Ml nccence | 


| wanted to use "Mask" instead, but I didn’t 
want to reveal the fact thet Near would be 
wearing a mask. At this point | was seriously 
wondering just how many wonderfully pas- 
sionate fans were trying to guess the next 
chapters plot based on the chapter titles given 
inthe Weekly Jump magazine previews. 


As reine 


How ToREAP 


STORY 


pw! onwaontary 11.28.2003—11.05.2004 


Intermission 11.06. 2004—10.07; 2003 


aed! Commentary 10.08.2009—01. sree 


Bil logue 01: 2.2010— 


The Kita caselastedoyer six years and 
Spread chaos around the World. [i the 
following pages all the complicated 
events ate organized along a timeline 
and commentary has been added io: 
explain everything in detail 
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CONS 
‘Actions 


Kira Case Recap 


What Was “Kira”? 


: Why Did the 
Die Public Not 
La Change? 


Become _, 


God? 


What If a Shinigami Had 


Never Appeared...? 


Was the Death Note 
a Murder Weapon? 


HoW To DRAw 


~~ TAKESHI OBATA — 


In-Depth Interview with Takeshi Obata 


Character Design Secrets 


Takeshi Obataisthe master behind the 
beautiful art in Death Note Let's take 

a look at the iechniques.that went into 
everything from ihe Character designs, 
tothe final pages, 


tthe were a 


The Sports Battle Between 
Light and L that Almost 


pd 


Became Fencing 


‘Are there any scenes from the series that really 
stick with you? 

Specifically, the tennis scene between Light 
and L. Becauso it was so much work... When 
| roceived the thumbnails, my editor said 
thatthe chapter would have tennis init. My 
surprised response was, “Huh? Tennis in this 
series?” I wes worried also because | don't 
know anything about the rules of tennis. So 
worked carefully while getting tennis explana- 
tions from an assistent who knew the rules 
{laughs}. But since | doubt | will ever do a ten- 
nis manga on my own, | was very happy that | 
got to experience drawing a tennis scene 


“After Ohba-sensei’s 
comment, I soon realized 
how important apples 


+ Obate-sensei was also captivated by the 
constant appearances of Us sweets. 


Lfightin 
Tha fighting 
prety 


pearenore| | 1/8 1 


Tekeshi Obata Interview 


Did you receive any instructions from Ohba- 
sensei concerning the story art? 

Not really. | was given tremendous freedom 
when it came to the art. However, early on | 
neglected to draw an apple that appeared in 
the thumbnails. I then received a comment 
from Ohba-sensei through my editor saying 
how the apple needed to be in there. Atthe 
time | didn’t think they ware an important part 
of the story, but after Ohba-sensei’s comment 
| soon realized how important applas were. So 
there were a few things like that that Ohba- 
sensei wanted to make sure were included 
Otherwise, | could do as | wished 


‘What were some other things that Ohba-sensei 
made sure were included? 

{In terms of minor things, one was Us many 
sweets. If Ohba-sensei wanted pudding in a 
certain scene, the word “pudding” would be 
vrritten in the thumbnails, When the melon with 
ham came up | got al worried for some reason 
that we wore switching to frut. And U's manor 
of siting was also something Ohba-sensei made 
sure was included, though the way that L holds 
things was something that! came up with. At 
first drew him holding things regulary, but felt 
that was lacking artistically. So | keptredrawing 
and had him use the “as if holding something 
dirty” technique, and instantly feltthatitwas 
perfect. | personally see Las a clean-freak, soit 
just seemed to fit really well 


‘Was it the same for Ryuk’s funny, twisted-up 
pose in chapter 18? 

Ohba-sensei mentioned that he was “twisted 
up” in the thumbnails so I went with that. Ryuk 
started becoming comic relief around that 
point, didn’t he? 


Capoeira-Style Fighting 
id that Ls fighting style is 
athe Bran 


the 16th century, but! didn’t consider th 
atall when | was dra 

hinking about th 

ike capoeira, that adds ani 
wo itand that mekes me happ 


tere 


vow roonaw_rteasoree [||| 


heard that the tennis scene was almost some- 
thing else, 

That's true. What | first heard was that it was 
‘supposed to be either fencing or golf. When | 
asked, Ohba-sensei mentioned wanting to have 
Light and L in some kind of competition at the 
college, so we were considering what to use 

I felt more strongly about the “why?” of the 
‘competition than the “what?” but the visuals 
of Light and L battling it out in white fencing 
tights would probably have been very fun 
Uaughs}. However, fencing requires the char- 
acters to cover their faces with masks, and we 
couldn't have @ crowd appearing with golf, so 
‘-Tho importanttennis scone that Obata-sorssitook extra in the end we went with tennis. 

care to draw. He dn’ know the rules, butt sure das 

(ook ike it here 


Did anything else surpriso you about tho plot? 
‘When it was revealed that Higuchi was Kira 
inthe Yotsuba arc. At that point | was drawing 
it not knowing which character was Kira, so | 
‘was very surprised to hear that itwas Higuchi 
was guessing it would be Mido or Namikawa, 
so | kind of dislike that it ended up being Higu- 
chi [/aughs, To me, Higuchi was too pathetic 
to be a villain, so | wasn't oven considering 
him. But drawing Higuchi falling apart was a 
lot of fun. its enjoyable to draw characters 
deteriorating 


+ Obata-sensei enjoys drawing humans who are losing 
control, Alot of efort was putinto this scene. 


Showing the Future with Cell 
Phones and Accessories 


With the Mello and Near arc, the story jumps to 
the future and also to America, doesnt it? 
Yos,| was very surprised when | 

heard this. Butas the Mello and Near 
are advanced, | prepared mysalf for 
anything. I think that had | been told, 
“Next week we start the outer- 
space are,” | could have drawn 
laughs}. 


Ls and Near's Peculiar Tastes 

The notion that Noa mmature” got stronger and 
stronger as| keat drawing him. So at fist, he pretty 

much only had darts as a toy. But, and can say this 

regarding Las well | think it works best when things 

like this are reveated 


mountains of 
think people 


ee 
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teary sere oo 


1 


Te atari 


4 Moll's futuristic col phone. Wil wo soe this design 
some day...? 


hhad expanded so much, | had my assistants 
raw a really large match tower. 


Then later a really detailed dice tower appeared. 
Yeah! | asked my assistants to draw a dice 
tower even greater than the match tower 
laughs! it gets to the point of ridiculousness 
when you spend so long 
drawing something 
so dotailod... 


That must have 
been tough on your 
assistants. 
They must have 
hated it, but it was 
like they did it while 
thinking, “We came 
c this far, might as well 
) _ fnisie” 


panels were created alter atripto e tue 


vert 


Takeshi Obata Interview 


That's pretty amazing [/aughs}, Was there any- 
thing you concentrated on when drawing a story 
thattakes place in the near-future? 

| drew while thinking about what 2008 would 
be like. There are a lat of parts where | did 
poorly in drawing the future. But what | really 
‘ried to do was to make the reader feel like it 
was the future from the cell phones and other 
small devices that the characters used. 


‘Mellc’s cell phone has an interesting design. 
\ thought doing something that looked “retro- 
future” would work well, so that’s why it looks 
that way. | used the samo concept for Mallo’s 
helmet as well. But the truth is, conveying the 
‘sense that the story jumps ahead to 2009 may 
nt have been very important. 


Was there any change in how you worked 
between the Larc and the Mello and Near arc? 
Notreally. But everything was scaled up for 
the second arc, so I worked really hard on the 
small details ike the tower of matchsticks. 


That's one of the things Near stacks, right? Were 
these also included in Ohba-senseis thumbnails? 
Yes, it was in Ohba-sense's drawings. twas 
2 super-simple match tower with only three 
matchsticks [/aughs]. But because the story 


Y"ween rear 
WOULD COOPER: 
‘ATE, F WAS 
TALKING ABOUT 
TRE KIONASPING 
INVESTIGATION, 
Ano 7 CLEARLY 
STATED SHAT WED 
TALK ABOUT THe 
NOTEBOOK AND 
MRA AETER To 


; Lf 


4 Avery detailed dice tower This was completed thanks 
‘to some hard-working assistants! 


| 


‘© The Takada Kidnapping Scene 
in orderto here Mello 
kidnaps Takada, | took my 

alocal shipping company 
pictures lusully uy books far reference 
but also somotimas go cut on ny own and 
do some research. think about the panel 
ayout ané page construction wile teking 
the photo 


the scene 
ital camera 
4 100K alot of 


now ona rateas ovat |||! 


Do you have an assistant who specializes in 
The Desire to Show drawing small, detailed objects? 

Something Fresh Yes, Ido. We have specialized artists: those 
‘who can draw detailed things, those who 

are good with cars, those who are good with 
natural things, etc. One is realy good at draw- 
ing food; he drew that ham and melon Lwas 
eating and made itlook delicious. Also, for the 
sweets, we actually went out and bought the 
real things to help us draw them accurately. 
So during the L arc, the office was ful of sweet 
things (/aughs}. But | have a sweet tooth, so | 
was happy aboutit 


a 


Did you have a hand in the creation of any of 
Near'stoys? 

made some changes to the duck in the pool 
seen in chapter 86, 


“I think that had I been 
told, ‘Next week we start 
the outer-space arc,’ I 
could have drawn it” 


4FWhile taking to Ligh, Noor is ways playing with 
somothing This fils the inportantfunction of adging 
‘movement to the scone 


In Ohba-sensei’s thumbnails, the duck was just floating in the water. 
Butthese scenes with people talking indoors really lack movement, so 
Itried to give ita sense of speed by making ita radio-controlled duck. 
lf you use too many panels at sharp angles for the dialogue scenes, the 
eyes don’t stay focused and it gots really hard to read. But if you keep 
the camera angle set, i's not a very dynamic page. That's why I tried to 
{use props to make it feel like the story was really flowing. 


Do the block figures and finger puppets serve the same function? 

Yes. Butthe block figures were extremely hard to draw, so | stuck with 
the finger puppets. Drawing tho block figuras was stressful because 
they're so simple: that’s what makes them difficult. And there ware small 
differences depending on which assistant drew them. So | thought up the 
handmade finger puppets that Near uses. | have forgotten why | went 
with finger puppets...but now that | think about it, | should have just 
used the finger puppets the whole 


Also, for tho seen 

in America, 

photo books and movie 

‘cones that feature 
ndoned build 

And! used models and 

photos for drawing the 


sears nore] 1 [2] 1 [tev revue n 


The Mastertully Drawn Scene 
of Light's Final Speech 


|e 
warehouse is really powerful. 

For that, | pretty much knew that Light was 
about to crumble, so | put a lot of effort into 
making it perfect. Because Light had hidden 
his true expressions throughout the series, | 
really wanted them to burst free here. | just 
knew that would make the scene really good. 
Plus, this was the only place in the series, 
where we could really have Light reveal his 
emotions. However, since this is a scene that 
is read slowly because of the dialogue, | strug- 
gled a lot with the panel layout and many other 
things. Light's facial expressions were espe- 
cially important; | would discuss them with my 
editor while drawing them. In the rough pencil 
stage Light hed a much more evil face, but | 
realized that he's still calm at the beginning of 
his speech, so | changed various parts, 


Why did you change his expressions? 

Since he’s saying stuff that could possibly 
convince someone like Matsuda, | figured he 
should stil have a normal expression on his 
face, This was in order to keep the reader 
thinking that perhaps Light's plan stil had a 
chance. Also, | was really heppy with the art 
of Lightflailing pathetically after being shot by 
Matsuda. | think it captured well how a des- 
perate person would act. 


faa 


Takeshi Obata Interview 


4 lot of work went nto keeping even the long 
dialogue scenes intaresting 


Inthe background of chapter 96s a set for 
‘making the finger puppets. Was that done to 
point out how they're handmade by Near? 

No. That's there just because we try to throwin 
‘something fresh for each chapter, For every 
chapter with lots of dialogue, we think hard about 
what new prop we can include. So we decided to 
<rawin the puppet set 


Lights confession scene. To read more about Obata- 
‘senses struggle with Light fecal expressions, check aut 
tho noxt pag. 


/Mikami’s Notebook Full of Names 


ar the shots of Mi 
led ever 
Mikam’is so methodical, ithed to be really 


sms notebook in chapters 103 and 104, 
stalled; one of 
ut off to complete it (/augh 


nts worked hi 
ants to sue 
lke th 


Title space on the pagos be 
th names, 


2)2)en rate o 
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4 Lights death scene, which made Obata-sensei actually fee sick 
His poworlul ar blew avray most readers. 


‘So how is it now thinking back on the oxperionco? 
Right when it ended, | was really pumped up and felt 
like | wanted to keep drawing it But after about a 
month, the strain really caught up to me... Serializa- 
tiomis a vary stressful experience 


‘Wes there anything that you relly wanted to draw inthis 
work? 

Not really. | saw my job as supporting Ohba-sensei’s 

Creation as best | could. Though | was really thankful 
that | was given the challenge of drawing things like 

Shinigami, which | love, and also people dying, which 
is something | usually don’t draw. 


Finally, is there a theme you hope to draw in the future? 
I've always wanted to work on something sci-fi. Or, 
conversely, maye something that's very realistic. Also, 
‘and this isnt a theme, but I'd like to draw realistic hu- 
‘men muscles. Recently, when I've read fighting manga, 
I've realized that drawing realistic muscles and draw: 
ing muscles that give the reader a sense of speed are 
totally different things. So if |wore to draw a fighting 
manga | know I'd have to study how is done. | plan on 
working really hard on my next project, so thank you for 
your support. 


The Ei 
didnt 
ing 


‘vying to make Ryu look n 


4 into & white 
ittumed out 


eanun 


There were times when you changed 
characters’ expressions for the book 
release, correct? 

Thats true, The thing with prepar: 

ing pages for a magazine is that you 
often do the pages outof order based 
on what will et things finished the 
fastest. Thats why Il somatimes go 
back and fx things | missed before the 
seriesis releasod in tha graphic noval 
format. For example, sometimes | won't 
lke the angle of a characters face. 
Basically, if there's something that | 
have a problem with, I'l try and correct 
itas best! can 


What about Light's death scen 
That was more than just dfficutt 
itmade me sick to draw it But the 
two black pages indicating “noth- 
ingness” were something | really 
wanted to do, s0 | was happy about 
that. By the way, I'm personally very 
scared about what happens to us 
after we die. Ever since | was young, 
would think about going to hell 

and get really scared, but at some 
point | started thinking about how 
“nothingness” is even scarier than 
hell, Drawing this chepter reminded 
me of that, 


“T really wanted 
Light’s emotions to 
burst free” 


Looking Shinigami Ryuk in Chapter 107 


for 
‘teonscioush 
i. Itjust nat 
ory happy 


edly cruel Ryuk 


This reminded readers that he 


nfactis a Shinigami 


heart ner 
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JA | Interv wth aes Oat Special Projet 
Light’s Speech Scene at the Yellow Box Warehouse 


A Behind-the-Scenes Look 


feocrry 


RECA ge ep ip 


Takeshi Obata 
Production Note 


Ohba-sensei and I both naturally wanted to 
with a “Gothic Lolita” look. I think it really fits 
in with the gothic imagery of the Shinigami an 
that world. For Misa, | imagined a mix. of an 
energetic Japanese artist and a foreign rock and 
roll singer. I was pretty much set on the design 
the first time I drew her. 


At first I did have some apprehension over 
the length of her hair. I personally wanted 
her bangs to be straight across but I figured it 
would be too much if she was completely in 
the Gothic Lolita style. So I made her look a 
little more natural. I wanted her to look cute to 
people who weren't into the Gothic Lolita style 
as well 

‘And by the time of the Mello and Near 
arc, she had become a top idol, so Thad her 
graduate fiom the Gothic Lolita look and 
focused on making her look like 2 popular 
actress 


DURING ARC 


> Mita when she's 2 top ido 
Sho locks much more mature 
here han during the L are 


T was really psyched 

about having a female 

main character. I 

7 remember having a lot 
of fin drawing her while 

looking through Gothic 

Lolita magazines. 
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Cnc etn Sc 
Soichiro Yagami 


DESIGN CONCEPT 


I wanted him to look like a stereotypical 
detective. Since he already had the mustache 
and glasses in the thumbnails, I created him 
while maintaining those elements. He's the 
character who changes the most visually 
daring the series. Early 
on he has a double chin 
+ and good physique, but as 
time goes on he loses a lot 
of weight [pained aug) 
\: But even in Ohba-sensei’s 
4 Soicirointhe Molo end Near are. He wouldage thumbnails he started to 
«lot more'a8 the series went ons. age poorly. 


[INITIAL DESIGN] 


DESIGN CONC 


In the beginning I was drawing the NPA characters with 
no knowledge of who would end up remaining. But Matsuda 
actually appears a lot early on, doesn’t he [laughs]? Matsuda 
is a guy who is hard to predict and thus hard to draw. His 
character concept was an “average young detective,” but there 
‘was nothing unique about his features and his actions weren't 
consistent, so I didn't 

really like him [aug]. 
‘The truth is that I'm kind 
of a Matsuda-type of 


person, so I must not have B= gti only chdvactét who 

liked the feeling of seeing ; <P actually looks yeungee during 
my awn inconsistency tho second ore. eitbossuse 
reflected in him. personaly? 


Shuichi Aizawa 


\s 4 
aan 
I never planned on him being a character I would draw 
for long, so I started to worry when he kept appearing 
more and more. I didn't think his face was good for a main 
character, so I worked hard to gradually make him more 
presentable [/ayghs]. Leven kept increasing the volume of his 
hair... Aizawa was really easy to draw, 
though. I's easier for me to draw a 
character who acts consistently. I would 
draw him while thinking that it would be 
nice if there were lots of people like him 
4 Aizawa ine redodgnedtolock in Japan, 
elir sre ake ea ke our 
oars hag passed site Ls deat. 


terre anit 


wore aon | [2/8 
| 


him as am: 


coherent, 


ain 


character and then A ‘ 
he lasts the whole [OUNITIAL DESIGN j 


series [Jaughs]. That's 
why I think his + Forbetior or \, ) 
design wasn't very worse, Mogiisa \ 


character ho didnt 
really have much 
change inhis design, 


Hideki Ide Hirokazu Ukita 


CONCEPT 


them later. Characters who reveal the 
ns for their actions are easier 


motiv: 


to draw for me. 


Se 
Sayu and Sachiko Fepemtesareag 
Pelee 


DESIGN CONCEPT 


Sayu and the other female 
characters have no real 


concept behind them. It 
might be a mental thi 

but I have trouble coming 
up with a variety of female 
designs. They all end up looking the same 
except for their hairstyles [Zeug4s]. For females, 


unless she’s one of the mai 


DESIGN CONCEPT 


As an emotional and easy-to-understand 
character, he was easy to draw. Though when 
designed him, I didn't know he was going to 
be killed off. So I was really surprised when I 

saw him dea: the thumbnail 


Tactually 
liked Ide. I 
guess it was | 
because I | 
could really | 
understand | 
his mental 
process 

in leaving 
the team’ | 
and then 
rejoining 


in characters, I don’t 


have many opportunitics to spend time going 
over what kind of character she's going to be, 


so it's very difficult for me. 
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Character Design Secrets, 


DESIGN CONCEPT. 


Since he’s Japanese-American, I struggled over his design, 
but I tried to make him look like a foreigner. I wish I could 
have drawn him to look a little better. 


Naomi Misora 


‘This is a character I really looked forward to 
drawing after hearing about the plot. Be 
she's a type I've never drawn betore, I think I 
became really invested in her. Her design color 
is black because it fits with her mourning over 
Raye. And as a battle uniform to go against 
Kira, I gave her a black leather jacket. I then 
designed her face and hair to fit the clothes. 
She's really a character bom from her clothes. 


DESIGN CONCEPT. 


se his face doesn’t appear early on I didn't 
even put any thought into it. In Ohba-sensei's rough 
drafi, he was an old man with just one single hair 
on his head. I wanted 
to keep him as an 
elderly man and did so 
in chapter 13, when his 
face is finally revealed. 
‘The elderly are just fan 
to draw. With young 
characters, the only 
options seem to be to 
make them attractive, 
normal or ugly, But 
old characters have 
wrinkles and their faces 
can have weird angles, 
so they're more fun. 
And I like leather coats, 
so I chose to have 
‘Watari wear one. 


| ——— 


\ 


DESIGN CONCEPT 


‘When I had to create the 
eight Yotsuba members, I 
remember hearing how 
there would be eight new 
Kira characters and being 
really excited, [tried to 
create them in the mold of 
‘The Seven Samurai, giving 
each of them an individ- 
ualized look: one’s a 
skinhead, others look 
privileged, etc. Iremember 
making Mido and Namikawa 
look more attractive to try 
and make the reader think 
they might be Kira, 


Aiber and Wedy 


‘When Aiber was to appear, [ was told by my 
editor that he was a sarcastic, comic relief 
character. So I wish Icould have drawn him 
to be a litle more comedic. For Wedy, I wasn't 
sure what kind of character she was going 
to be, so | just made her look like a female 
model. She's got the stereotypical female spy 
look. Had I drawn them to be a little bit more 
original, Ohba-sensei may have liked them 
enough to have made them a bigger part of 
‘That's something I think about 


recone] 1/9) 2] eon reac n 


HOW TO DRAW —Takeshi Oba: 


| | | | —= 
\| | TWAT 
© Cheractor Design Secrets 


DESIGN CONCEPT 


Twas told that he's supposed to be a stoic 
character similar to Light, so I kept that in mind 
when designing him. Because at the time | 
wasn't aware that he was a prosecutor or a Kira 
worshipper, I based him on the main character 
the pilot story, Taro Kagami. Later on, I drew 
him as an insane fanatic. 

‘Also, glasses are in these 
Mikamibe a glasses wearer. Things were a little 
haphazard at that point.. 


IGN CONCEPT 


T'm not very good with female 
characters, so the Takada in college 
didn’t have much thought put into 
her [Jaugés ]. For the Mello and Near 
are, I pretty much just aged her, but 
it was very difficult. I was thinking, 
“This doesn't look like her,” while 
Iwas drawing her [/augés]. In some 


ways, | tried 

to make 
HOUT PROBLEN) her clothes 
NE Eien contrast with 


Misa's. | think 
I chose the 
more formal 
clothes she 
wears because 


\ of her job 
eT he a Vo | mares 
fA cKIWOMTTAKADAS |_| “nPouness 


more vane] 1/9/38] eey re ati 


Because Mello and Near are L’s successors, 
my order from Ohba-sensei was to include a 
little L in them. I tried to keep the weirdness 
and the dead eyes, but because L, was such an 
important character to me I think I made them 
look too much like him... Their designs were 
a major struggle. Also, I was assuming that 
they would team up and work together, so [ 
imagined them as twins when creating them. 


Tired to give Mello more energy than 
Near, At fot his hair is cut straight 
across, but later on it becomes a mess, 
which I like much more. 
Also, I was able to draw 
him looking cooler with 
the scar on his face, and, 


| was so grateful that 
7m i 


Ohba-sensei added that. 
“That's why I was really 

+ Melo ravi before he was revecledin the story Perhaps 
ifs because of his lates, but he locks much happier here. 


sad he died soon after, 


‘CLOTHES 
Mello’s clothes are based on what I like. 

I really love drawing shiny leather. They 
aren't clothes that I love wearing, just ones 
that Hove drawing. 


gece ves it Ferre rei 


HOWTO BEAU —raveon ovene- [[lAII 


Character Design Secrets 


A more acut 
footing Near, 
drawn right before 
‘chaptor 60.15 

the curly hair a 
vestige of L? 


VISUAL 


|At first I thought about making Near a little bit 
‘more mature mentally. I already had a cooler 
looking version of L that 
—_— Thad created, so I 
considering using a 
younger version of 
that design. Also, 
another of the 
designs for L was 
this really i 
and cheerful 
character and 
I figured that 
might also 
work for Near 
But the 
more cheerful 
idea was 
something 
T quickly 
abandoned. 


When Near first appeared, [ didn’t even 
know what the heck he was wearing 
[aug] It was tough because I was 
drawing the clothes while wondering 
how they were put together. But later 
on I decided that they were pajamas 
and things got a lot easier. 


INITIAL DESIGN 


When they were designed, their looks were actually the other 
way around, Meaning that the current Mello was Nears design 

and vice-versa. That's how it was in my mind but my editor 
‘wrote in the wrong names... [aughs]. Soon after, got tho okay 
able to say, “Um, 
So to me, Near was the more 

e Mello was more calm and feminine, Though 

now | think it's better that we switched them. 


peate gevet sew te tae nn 


Bur IT's 
80 BORING 


edied oncept was a young man who 
SOMETHING ‘oncept was a young man 


Seite EveS | loves gaming and doesn’t really care much about 
the world. I was told nothing about Matt ahead 

of time; I remember seeing the thumbnails and 

asking my editor, “Who's this character?!” Zaugds] 

In the thumbnails he had a bow! haircut and round 

glasses, but in the end I just went with what I 


liked. During the Mello’and Near are I had a *he 
probably won't do much” mentality regarding 
the new characters, so I was able to create Matt 
naturally [Jags 


When they first appeared in chapter 60, 1 

st drew them without thinking too much. 
Thad heard that there was a spy sent by 
Mello, so I wanted to make him suspicious 
looking. And since I didn’t know which SPK 
characters would survive, I had to work hard 
‘on every one. Generally I'm poor at drawing 
foreign characters... I imagine them being: 
from so far avvay..-and then I forget how to 
draw them. 


Creating Characters, Obata-Style 


Inever create a group of possible characters. For some 
reason, it doesn't seem like fm capable of stocking 
character designs [/aughs) So each time a new character 
appears, |have to design him then. And | don't really bat 
ideas around in my head: | just receive some inspiration 
‘and do it. That's probably why my character drawings can 
be so inconsistent {/aughs) | almost alvrays dislike my art 
vrhen I ook at it later. 


paractorslie Lind L 
reated based on what 
Obata-senseis feeling et he time 


perenne) 1/3/68) verre aca u 


BET atest ove ||| 


Cheracter Design Secrets 
Shini 


My original idea for the pilot 
chapter was for Ryuk to look like 
a young man similar to Light, but 
with black hair and wings. [had 
the notion that Shinigami should 
look like attractive rock stars. But 
ifhhe were more attractive than 
Light, Ryuk would appear to be 
the main character and things 
wouldn't work as well. So then 
my editor told me that he didn't 
have to look human...and I erased 
what [had and created the current 
version. Hike how he looks like a 
monster, and with that mask-like 
face you can never really tell what 
he's thinking. Now that I think 
about it, there could have been a 
twist that his face isa mask and 
when he removes it he’s really 
attractive underneath [/atghi} 

For the pilot chapter, it was really 
hard to draw him because I didn’t 
have a good handle on the bone 
structure of his face. But during 
the serialization I got so used to 
it that it was like I could see the 
bones. That's why his face looks 
very difierent in the pilot and in 
the series. 


DESIGN CONCEPT 
‘When T'was told she’s female I tried to 
come up with something that would really 
contrast with Ryuk, so I gave her a white 
body with rounder lines. I took her motif 
from some fashion collections. It's like she’s 
wearing a really bizarre suit. Also, her head 
is inspired by Medusa. 


veite rela 


IM 


gami 


nena 


7 


peaAve tore teow te tear _n 


Td heard that a new Shinigami 
would be coming to Earth, so I 
went through the designs and 
nominated Sidoh and Daril 
Ghiroza. I personally thought 

it would be Ghiroza and was 
preparing for it, but Ohba-sensei 
chose Sidoh. The reason was 
that Ghiroza seemed to have a 
high Shinigami rank and thus 
wouldn't suit the role of being 
pushed around by a human, And 
actually, thank goodness Sidoh 
was chosen: Ghiroza has so 
many details in her design that | 
would've been in real trouble if 
Td had to draw her every chapter 
[laughs]. Sidoh is based on a bird 
and his mouth on a canary’s 
beak. Bur his foldable arms are 
more insect-like. As with most of 
‘Ohba-sensei’s characters, Sidoh 
is very funny, especially when he 
becomes the first Shinigami to 
ever hand out flyers. I really liked 
him and wished we could have 
seen more of him. 


Atoms 
{ARMS UNFOLIED 


DESIGN CONCEPT 
He seemed to be a really beautiful Shinigami in 
the thumbnails but I went with my idea instead, 
which was in the other direction. Story-wise he 
was a really pitiful character, so 1 thought the 
patchwork body would fit well. I even made it 
so he has trouble writing names into his Death 
Note. I figured the readers coukl relate more to 
him and feel sorry for him if he looked pathetic 
rather than beautii. 


eure anne] [a] o[ eer re rtue 


wnat ——— 


TT TT 
REWER rates onete- || 


DESIGN CONCEPT DESIGNCONCEPT ae 
He's based on a gross- Tlike her because she looks Twas too scared to think of 
looking transparent insect. | more like a salamander designing him... A few times 
‘The bandages help with and is vastly different from | I considered putting him on 
that effect. | the other designs. Since the spine of a book, but that 
her skin is moist like an probably wouldn't be enough 
amphibian’s, [worry ifshe | space to contain him. 
me can survive in the heat 
Flee Shinigami who of the Shinigami realm 
appears in the first chapter, | [18%] Desion concer 
so [ had him look like a ry jant rock coveres 
monster to keep it simple. | ASU in eyes that sticks out of 
Since a regular skull would | DESIGN CoNcErT the ground. There are 
be boring I used a cow ‘As you can tell fromthe Shinigami like this, but they 
skull feathered headdress, the are rare. 


motif is American Indian. 


I started of by covering 


his eyes and adding the DESIGN CONCEPT _ 
QIN CONC ET pine | ‘Rather the rest just came | More ofan orthodox- 

3 aoe aturally [laughs]. ing Shi crea 
i aa naturally [Jaugbs] looking Shinigami. I created 


her at the same tim 
Sidoh for possible use as a 
new character, so in some 


the final volume, I wanted 
to create a new Shinigami 
for it. She never actually 


a ars within the stor Iba hi ‘ways she is a contrast to 
epi ee OTF oat ariieas him. [based her on Ryuk’s 
around the tig Sloh is design but tried to make her 


looking for his Death Note, look higher-ranked. 


DESIGN CONCEPT. 
Tereated him as a conceited 
Shinigami who sits on a 
throne. For his body, I 
referenced Tibetan art that 
features skulls. Also, I've seen 
Ttalian antique accessories 
that have a fice covered i 

| jewels, so I used that idea too. 


Creating Shinigami, Obata-Style 


Designing the Shinigami was a fot of fun for me. However, 
since I had to start with nothing, it was also very difficult. 
know struggled a lot until finally completing Ryuk. Early 
on | created Shinigami that looked like beasts, but later, 
with Sidoh and othors, based them more on crustaceans 
and insects. That was because it was easier. Basing 
characters on different animals yet still keeping the same 
ing of the series was very difficult. Before basing them 
on beasts, | even considered having them look more like 
wizards, but | killed that idea. The reason some Shinigami 
are weating rags is a remnant of that idea. Also, there's no 
physical difference that separates the males and females. 
knew their gender when drawing them, but the only 
differences are details | added subconsciously. 


niga who barely appear inthe 


® concepts behind them! 


tite es aie Tete n 


The Death Note 


DESIGN CONCEPT 


‘There were no real suggestions from Ohba- 
sensei about the Death Notes, so I drew them 
as I pleased. At first I thought of them as bible 
like, something you would automatically think 
was a Death Note, but they seemed difficult 

to use that way... So I switched it to a basie 
college notebook that would be easy to use. 
Also, and this was something [ thought up later, 
their appearance could change based on the era 
Like in old Japan they could look like serolls, or 
in medieval Europe like the Old Testament 


I designed it while thinking about what Ryuk’s 
writing would look like. The text on the cover was 
written directly by Ryuk. The reason the same 
thing is written on Sidoh’s notebook is because 
Ryuk added that after he picked it up. 


At first Thad detailed patterns on his notebook 
but I felt like they were too pretty for Gelus and 
covered them with black. So the white on itis all 
that’s lef fiom that. The text is in the Shinigami 
Janguage and cach Shinigami has their own 
written language. Some use letters while some use 
pictures. Though P'm assuming that all Shinigami 
‘can read cach other's languags 


The Shinigami Realm 


DE CONCEP’ 
There's no real design motif, but I like to 
imagine it as an abandoned building with 
chunks of steel just sitting around... I think of 


iteing inside something and really having a 
claustrophobic fe But since I never settled 
on anything concrete, it would change every 
time it appeared. Sometimes it was a dry field, 
fies it was a room full of bones... IFit 
to be used as the setting fora story, I 
would really like to develop it further: 


_ Hew ToREAD 


RULES & TRICKS ~ 


Death Note Basic Knowledge 


Change of Ownership 


How to Use It: The Complete Rules 


‘The rules for using the notebook 
and the tricks the characters 
devised are two of the hallmarks of 
Death Note. Les took at how they 
shaped the story 


Death Note Investigation File 


Death Note Basic Knowledge 


There are so many rules for using the Death Note that 
not even the Shinigami know all of them. This section 
will explain the many features of the mysterious note 


book and how it is used. 


The Death Note’s Outer Appearance 


Itlooks and feel like a normal college notebook. However, itis made out of material 
not found on Earth and said to be impossible to analyze with human seience 


INTERIOR The interior looks exactly 
the same as that of a schoo! 


notebook, with ruled white 


INSIDE COVER 


notebook 
is activated 
when 
nome is 
written in it 


eAnystarious 
feature: No 
matier how many 
ames you wiite 
down, the note 
book never runs 
out of pages. 


COVER. 


Usually, nothing is written, 

| onthe cover of a Death 
Note. However, Shinigami 
sometimes write their name 

| orthe notebooks title as a 
joke. 


The inside cover of Ryuk’s 

‘notebook has a listof rules in 

English. This is something Ryuk 
‘added for 
the benefit 
picking up the 
‘notebook. 


the wason the 
rules arein Eng 
lishis because 
its tha most com: 
‘monly understood 
language 


Death Note Basic Knowledge 


Il 


Cause and Conditions of Death 

Ifyou write in a name and cause of death, you aro 
‘ven an adcitional six minutes and 40 seconds to write 
the conditions of the death. tan impossible conditon 
is specified, the person die ofa heart attack, 


A human will die 40 se 
sible to specify the cause and condit 


+ You 
ean fret 

write the 
ceordtions 
ard 
then addin. 


Using Pieces of the Notebook 

Writing names on pieces of the notebook will have 
fect. The benefits are that you don't 
have to worry about carrying the notebook around 
and you can quickly dispose of the 


 Usig pieces of the 
enables you to 
le numerous 
and unobser 


Ul 


fwnership changes, 


-t Fyuk writes d 


him According tothe rules, this abows him to go home. 


nt Light's name because he's bored of watching 


Basic Use of the Notebook 


ynds after his name is entered into the notebook. It’s also pos 


the vietim’s death. 


‘Name and Cause of Death 

When aname is wrtton down, itis necessary to 
hhave the person's face in mind. This is to prevent 
‘every human who has the same name as the one 
you have writen into the notebook from being 
killed. If you neglect to write down a cause of 
death, the person will die of a heart attack. 


$ You can firs write te cause and condtons of death 
nd then ad in the name, 


Ownership of the Death Note and Shinigami 


Those who become owners of a Death Note will be possessed by its pr 
Shinigami. The Shinigami is attached to the person until the Death Note is n 


Shinigami Possess Those 

with a Death Note 

Those who touch a Death Note wil be able to 
‘see and hear the Shinigamiit belongs to. The 
Shinigami wil not interfere with the human, 
butit also has no obligation te help, either. 
wil most likely just sit back and observe. 


‘4 The owners ableto tak tothe Shinigami, To 
people neath, wil soem fice hes talking to First 


Death Note Investigation File 


Change of Ownership 


The Kira case revolved around three notebooks, not 
counting Ryuk’s personal one. Here their ownership will 
be tracked chronologically and their impact on the case 
examined. 


Alo: visiting Licht’s house, 


‘Mica londs bim hor Death ae 
Note In thscasa,she keeps MEAN 
No MATTER 
sti, Grane THEN 
+ When the notebook ie 4 
forfeited, all memories relatng 
twit are lost Ts the evidene 
is eliminated 


Following the Complicated 
Weh Left hy the Notebooks 


Light transferred awnership ofthe 
‘notebook while continuing to Kill 
Criminals. This was a ploy to avoid 
suspicion rom Land his investigators 
By following the movoments of hi 


notebook, oushould be able to 
understand Lights plans. When 
‘examining the path the notebooks took 
please pay special atenionto the 
following wo rules: ‘When ownership 
isforfited, momerios rolting tothe 
notebook are erased and cannot be 
regained unless the previous owner 
touches the notebook again,” and 
“eating the notebook io someone does 
noteause loss of ownership” 


THE FOUR NOTEBOOKS SEEN IN THE HUMAN WORLD 


Notebook 
} | THisisthe notebook that soured 5 This is tho notebook that Ryuk 
Gelusto die when he saved ‘owas and keeps on his hip. It 
Misa. It would pass from Rem to wast'tused inthe Kira case 
Misa and eventually to Mikami until Lights name was written 
This was the notebook that into it 
Played the key ole inthe battle \ 
with Near 


notebook that was 


‘when Rem died. Light 


thon picked it up and gained 
ownership. During the battle 
‘with Melio, this notebook was 
given tothe task force in order 
to attack the mafia members. 


This isthe notebook that Ryuk 
picked up inthe Shinigami 

| realm. He wrote rules into it and 

| dropped into the human word 

| Itpassed trough Light Higuchi 
and Mollo unt finally boing 
returned tots original owner. 


ot Ownership 


The Tracks of the Death Notes 
in the Human World 


Lots take a look at how Light managed tho notebooks in his bettles with L, Higuchi, Mello, and Noor. 


When pressured by L, Light shuifled the two notebooks. 


The sim was to have Re 
Kira and to recover Mis 


earch for someone to take over as 
‘s memory and her knowledge of 


Ryuzaki’s name, 


© Sidoh’s Notebook 
see 51.78.2003 
‘Ownor: Light. Shinigami: Ryuk 
Light picks upthe Death teat his sehool campus. He 
would soon begin klig criminals with it 

~ 


+ Lighthad the rotabooks passed back and forth 
2 total of ve times. It was al par ot his plan 


om 6.102004 
‘Over: None, Shinigami: Ryuk 
Light shuts the notebooks 2 fourth time. He forfeits 
‘ownership end returns ito Ryak 
~ 


ser 6.1.2004 

‘Owner: None, Shinigami: Rem 

Light shuffles notebocks fifth time. itis passed from 
Ayuk to Rem 


+ inorder to save Misa, Rem takes Sioh's notebook and 


seorches for anew Kira, bu 


© Gelus’s Notebook 


ome 320.2004 


Owner: Misa, Shinigami: Rem 
Misa receives Gelus’s notebook from Rem. 


one 525.2004 

Owner: Misa, Shinigemi: Rem 

Misa comes to the Yagami hame and gives her Death 
Note to Light Oameship does not change. 


o5.31.2004 


Owner: Light, Shinigami: Rem 
vy and forfeits ownership. At thie 
ansters to Light 


6.1.2004 


‘Owner: None, Shinigami: Rem 
LUgnt shuffies the notebooks. He then forftts ownership 
‘and returns the notebook to Ram. 

~ 


ae 6.12008 
Owner: Nono, Shinigami: Ryuk 
Light shuffles the notesonks again, Rem ands the 
notebook to Ryu 
~ 


om 6.12004 


Owner: Light, Shinigami: Ayuk 
Light shuffies the notebooks a third time, Ryuk drops the 
notebook for Lightte ratieve, and Light once agein gains 
ownership. He then hides the notebook in the ground 


om 6.7.2004 


vines: None, Shinigami Ryuk 
While cantina by, Light fer 
returns tthe Shinigami realm. 


evnorship yuk 


The Battle with 
the Yotsuba Kira 


© Sidoh’s Notebook 
14.2004 


Owner: Higuchi, Shinigami: Rem 
Rem gives the acteboak te Higuchi, This notebackis then 
sae to restartthe killing of eriminals 

~ 


on 


srr 10.28.2004 

Owner: Light, Shinigami: Rem 
Ligh touches this notebook and cegans his memories. By 
tiling Higuchi he gains ownership oft swell After tha, 
itis held atthe tesk force hoedqu 


~ 


= 11.15.2008 
Owner: Light, Shinigami: None 


Mol 
tad 
Ligh 


The Battle 


J 


with Mello 


© Gelus’s Notebook 


| so 10.28.2009 


Owner: Misa, Shinigam 
Misa gives her noteboo 

‘doesn surrender onnerstip 
Incidentally its never revealed exactly 
wwhen Misa dug up this notabook, 


4 lo order notto ose his memories, Light makes surea 
notebook is touching him at al imes. 


© Sidoh’s Notebook 


on 10 


13.2009 


Owmer: Snydar, Shinigami: Sidon 
Melle end the mafia take the notebook 
x that was being held atthe taskforce 
‘£ Sidoh comesto Headquarters Soh appears and 
Earhto trove allches himself to Snydar 
tok. 
11.2009 


Owner: None, Shinigami: Sidoh 

Saydar des the momert te taskforce storms the mafia base. 
‘Ovnoishp evartually vansfers to Ligh, andthe notoboot is 
ratumedto Sieh, vio then eaves the human world, 


y 


11 


Alter Higuchi i arrested, Sidoh’s notebook 
is confiscated by the Japanese task force 
But Light acquires Rom’s notebook and 
continues his killing sproo. 


© Rem’s Notebook 


 Ater Roms death, Light 
picks up hor notebook. Uni 

he hands ito Ryu, this 
notebook has no Sbinigami 


attached iit 


en 11,5.2008 
Owner: Light, Shinigami: Nene 


Rem kilisL and Watai bringing about her own. 
Light recovers her notebook and becomes the one 


> isa’s notebook is returned to her 
She regains her memories but cannot 
ber Ryuzak’s na 
see 114.2004 

‘Owner: Misa, Shinigami: Ryuk 

On Light's orders, Misa digs up the noted 
worship oft, She keeps enough pogo: 
‘and then reburies it 


lo and his gang go after Sidoh’s notebook, hold at the 
$k force headquarters. In orderto dispose of Mello, 
ht gives up Rems notebook temporarily and hands it 


10 Soichiro, 


© Rem’s Notebook 
srr 10.28.2008 


‘Owner: None, Shinigami: Ryuke 
ight gives the notebook to yuk en forts ovmership. 
Butbecause he has Mise’ notebook He does notiose his 


ee 111.2009 
Owner. Scichiro, Shinigami: Ryuk 

Ryu hands the notebook to Soichiro. Ownership translers 
to Soichiro, and Ryuk becomes attached 1 this notebook 
from here on 


11.41.2009 


Owner: Light, Shinigami: Ryuk 
‘After Soichiro dies the nctebook is Kept na safe et he 
task force headquarters, the fist person to touch tand 

‘ownership is Lght. Ho then gyos the notebook ho 


Change of Ownership 


The Battle 
with Near 


© Gelus’s Notebook 

11.27.2009 

‘Owner: Mikami, Shinigami: Ryuk 

On Light’ orders, Misa sends the notebook to Mkami and 
then forfeits ovmorship. Kia's klings continue with this 

fotebook. Initially, yuk is attached to tis notebook, but 

only fora shert while 


12.11.2009 


Owner: Mikami, Shinigami: Ryuk 
Mikami sords pages of the notabookte Takade. Aftor tht, 
the notebookis placed ina bark safety deposit box. 


a 


27.2010 


‘Owner: Mikami, Shinigami: Ryuk 
evan steaisitrom ine bank and hands itto Neer 
Because Mikami dd not deliberately make the transi, 
thereis no changein own 


41.28.2010 


Owner: Mikami, Shinigami: Ryuk 
‘The notebook is burned by Neer and disappears from the 
human wold 


Ryuk’s Notebook 


ight Yager 


Sidoh’s Notebook 


Kuro Otoharada, Tahuo Shibuimary, Lind L. Tiler, 
Kichiro Osareda, Raye Penber, Naomi Miso, 
Arayoshi Hatori, Yukito Shiraba, FBI agents, SPK 
members 


Kezchiko Hibime, Hirokezw Ute, Rod Ross, Hitoshi 
Demegawa, Mello, mafia mombars 


Binzo Keneboshi, |, Water 


‘Atthis point, the two notebooks remaining 
onearth are Gelus’s and Rom’. Light sends 
Gelus's notebook to a Kira worshipper 


© Rem’s Notebook 

we + 

death the ownership 
‘oLight. 


& tear burns Gelus's 
and Rem’ notebooks, 
human world 


128.2010 

Owner: Light, Shinigami: Ryuk 

‘Aizawa brings the notebook tothe Yellow Box 
warehouse: Its later burned by Neat and disappears 
from the human world 


The Important Names 
Written into Each Notebook 
When you take look a the Kira case, you'll see 
that the following characters’ names are written 
into the notebooks. The main Death Notes that 
Light uses are Sidot’s and Rem. 


4 Ryukisn 


Lights name is writen init 


1, How to Use It 


LL ENTERING NAMES 


The human whose name is written in this note shall de. 
This note will not take effect unless the writer has the 
subjec's face in mind when writing his/her name. This 
isto prevent people who share the same name from 
being affected, 


The Death Note will not ever affect a victim whose 
name hes been misspelled four times, 


When the samo name is written in two or more Death 
Notes, the Nota which was used first will taka offect, 
regardless ofthe time of death, 


Ifthe same name is written in two or more Death 
‘Notes within 0.05 seconds, the entry is regarded as 
simultaneous; the Death Notes will nottake effect and 
the individual will nt die, 


a Death Note owner accidentally misspells a person's 
name four times, that person will be free from being 

by the Death Noto, Howevor, ifthe Death Note 
owner intentionally misspelisthe name four times, the 
owner wil dio, 


The Death Note will not take effect ifa victim's name 
is written on several different pages. However, the 
‘frontand back of a page is considered to be one page. 
For example, the Death Note will stil take effect ifthe 
victin’s last name is written on the front page and first 
name on the back. 


LIN 


GT 


1 CAUSES AND CONDITION 


ArH 
Ifthe cause of death is written within 40 seconds of the 
subject's name, it will happen. 

Ifthe cause of death is not specified, the subject will die 
ofa heartattack. 


After writing the cause of death, the deteils of the death 
should be entered within the next six minutes and 40 
seconds. 


igh its possible to control a 

person's actions, if an impossible 

situation is written down the person 
ie of aheartatia 


iting their 
conditions of death ahead of time 
and having rte inthe names 


cidont” is a condition of death 
six miautos and 40 seconds are 
provided to write down addition 
details The conditions do not take 
effect until this time has passed 


As with an accident, when “death by 

ease” is written, the time cannot 
be specified unless you use a heart 
attack. Ittekes more time then an 
“accident,” but you can killa person, 
ing much more natural way. 


Ifthe time of death is specifiad within 40 seconds aftor 
‘iting the cause of death as a heart attack, the time of 
death can he manipulatad and can go into effect within 
40 seconds after writing the name. 


‘The conditions of death will not be realized unless. 
they are physically possible for that human or could be 
reasonably assumed to be carried out by that humen. 


Since the limitations applying tothe conditions of 
‘a death are unknown to the Shinigami, Death Note 
‘ownars must find out on their own, 


You may write the eause and/or details of death prior to 
filing in the name of he individual. Be sure to insert the 
‘name in front ofthe cause of death, You have about 19 

days (according to the human calender] tofilin « name. 


Suicides ¢ universally valid cause of death as all 
humans are thought to possess the potential to 
‘commit suicids. Itis, theroforo, something that may bo 
reasonably assumed of an individual. 


‘Whether the cause ofthe individual's death is either 
suicide or an accident, fit would lead to the death of 
‘more than the intended victim, the person will simply die 
of a heart atiack. Thisis to ensure that otter lives are 
not impacted. 


‘After an individuel’s name, time of death, and conditions 
of death are entered in the notebock, the time and 
‘conditions of death may be eltored as many times a8 
desired as long as they are changed within six minutes 
and 40 seconds from the time they are filled in. But, of 
‘course, this is only possible before the victim dies 


ityou write “dies of accident” for the cause ot death, 
‘the victim will die from a natural accident six minutes 
‘and 40 seconds after the time of entry. 


Even if only one name iswritten in the Death Noto, ifthe 
victim's death causes other humans that are nat written in 
itto dio, the cause of doath will dofauit to « heart attack. 


{you write “dios from disoaso” and specify which 
disease and the time of death, there must be a sufficient 
‘amount of time for the disease to pragrass. Ifthe sattime 
{is too tight, the victim wil die ofa heart attack six minutes 
and 40 seconds after the ertry in the Death Note. 


you write, “dies from disease” as the cause of death 
but specify only time of death and not the actual 
disease, the victim wil dia from a plausible disease. 


‘The Death Note can only operate within a 22-day window 
(inthe human eatendar). Thisis called the 23-Day rule 


you write “dies from disease” and specify which 
disease bur nota time of dest, ifthe progression ofthe 
disease takes more than 26 days, the 23-Day rule will 
not take effect and the human will die at an appropriate 
time depending on the disease, However, rewriting the 
Cause and/or details of death must be done within six 
minutes end 40 seconds: you cannot change the victim's 
timo of death, howover soon it my be. 
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In order for the Deeth Note to take effect the victim's 
‘name must be written on one page; however, the cause 
‘and conditions of death may be entered on other pages. 
This will work as long as the parson who writes inthe 
Death Note keops the specific vietin’s name in mind 
when writing the cause and conditions of death 


Ifthe cause and conditions of death are writen in before 
the vitinis nama is, multiple names can be writen as This rule never comes into effect 
{ong as they are entered within 40 seconds and the cause ‘Sucing the Kira, case, petit would, 
‘and conditions of death are not impossible. Inthe event bee good way to testimpossible 
thatthe cause of death is possibie but the conditions are situations on multiple people at 
nt, only the cause of death wil take effect for that victim, ‘ones, For examplo, if you wrote 

if both the cause and the conditions are impossibl down many names and then added 
iota sil Ge ef ataart tack ‘sand information on all the Death 


When you write multiple names in the Death Note and es ee 
then write dawn one cause of doath within 4D seconds 

af writing the fist vctin's name, the cavso wil ako 

affect oral the writon names. Also, fr wring the 

causa of death, avenitthe conditions of doath aro 

wsriton within si minutes and 40 seconds inthe human 

word the conditions wil apply ony tothe victims for 

whom they ar possible. Those for whom the conditions 

ate rot possible wl simpy ce from the specified cause 


‘Ahuman death caused by the Death Note can indirectly 
lengthen another human's original fe span in the human. 
world even without the owner’ specific intertion to do so. 


Once the victin’s name, cause of death, and conditions of 

deeth have been written dovn in the Death Note, the death 

willtake place ovenifthat Deeth Note, orthe part ofthe Even ifthe notebook is destroyed, it 

nate used, is destroyed bofore the statad time of doath, oasrit change a scheduled death 
Meereng that f you destroy tight after 

uniting down @ nme, you can complet 

eliminate the evidence, 


Ifthe vietm’s nama has been enterad and the Death 
Note is destroyed while the cause of death is being 
written, the victim wil be killed by « heart attack 40 
seconds after the name was entered. Ifthe victin’s 
name and cause of death have already been written, 
then the victim willbe Killed within six minutes and 40 
seconds via the stated cause af death itis possibie 
within that period of time. Ctherwisa, the victim wil éie 
by heart atack 


13. ALTERATIONS 


ifyou wish to change anything written in the Death Note 
within six ites and 40 seconds after you wrote it, 
you must first rule out the characters you want to erase 
with two straight lines. The time and conditions of death 
can be changed, but once the victim's name has been: 
written, that individual's doath can never be avertod 


[tis usaless to try to orase names written in the Death 
Note with erasers orto white them out. 


Even if anew victim's name, cause of death, or conditions 

of death are writen on top ofthe original ictin’s name, 

cause of death, or conditions of death, there wil be no Gee a name is written down in the 

effect on the otiginal victimn’s death. The same thing will Death Note, the only thing that 

also apply to erasing whatwes written with a pencil, or be changed is the manner of death. 

‘ahing Gut what Was wnisonanit a pen: Save fora few axcoptians, there is 
noway to escape your death 


verre nore {1 [8/ 0 {cerry acne 


Light had realized that the notebook 
would work even if the name were 
written in blood, He kills Higuchi by 
writing with his own blood and tries 
dothe same against Near when 
he’s pushed tothe brink 


ita notebook has been dropped, 

ynership is gained the moment i 
's picked up, However, 8 Shinigam 
must only appear within 29 days, so 
there's no guarantee that you will 
meet a Shinigami! immediately. 


TITITITID> 


By touching the notebook, you are 
able to see its former Shinigami 
awner. You are able to see and hear 
that Shinigami but not any others. 


LIMITATIC 


The Death Note will not affect those less than 780 
days old 

You cannot kil humans wine are more than 124 years of 
age with the Death Note. 

‘You cannot kl humans with less then 12 minutes of Ife 
left (in humen calculations), 

You cannot set a death date longer than the victim's 
‘ofiginal life span. Even ifthe victim's death is entered 
inthe Death Note, ifitis beyond his or her original ife 
‘span, the victim will die before the set time. 


15, OTHER THINGS 10 CONSIDER 


‘The human who uses this note can go neither to Heaven 
‘nor to Hell 


One page teken from tho Death Note, or even a fragment 
ofthe page, possesses the full power ofthe note 


Any writing instrument or medium (cosmetics, blood, 
‘tc,) may be used, as long as it can write directly onto 
tho note and ereate legible text. 


‘The pages of the Death Note will never run out. 


Some limited number of Death Notes have white or 
‘Fed front covers, but this makes no difference in their 
effectiveness as compared with the black Death Notes 


[TI Ownership 
21 THE BEGINNING OF OWNERSHIP 


This note shall become the property of the human world 
once ittouches ground in the human world. 


The owner of a Death Note can recognize the image and 
‘vcice ofthe original ownor—a Shinigami for exampl 


The human who touches the Death Note can recognize 
the image and voice of its original Shinigami owner, 
even if the human is notthe owner of the note. 


‘Whenever a Shinigamiin the human world dies 
and leaves behind its Death Note, the note's finder 
automatically becomes the owner. However, inthis 
only @ human who cen see and hear that Shinigami is 
ablo to see end touch the Death Note, Itis vary unikoly, 
butifby any chance another Shinigami picks up the 
Death Note, that Shinigami becomes the owner. 


rear nete| 1 (6 


22 SITUATIONS SURROUNDING OWNERSHIP 


if you tose the Death Note or haveit stolen, you will lose 
its ownership unless you retrieve it within 490 days. 


‘When the owner ofthe Death Note dies while the 
note ison loan, its ownership will bo transferred to tho 
person who is holding it at that time. Ii the Death Note is 
stolan and the owner is killed by the thie, its ownership 
‘wil automatically be transferred to the thief. 


The individuals who lose ownership of a Doath Noto will 
also lose their memories of it. However, this does not 
mean that they will lose all memories from the period of 
ovmership: they wi only lose the memories involving 
the Death Note. 


‘When an individual with ownership of more than two 
Death Notes loses possession of one of them he will no 
longer be able to recognize or hear that Death Note's 
Shinigami anymore. The Shinigami wil leave, but all the 
memories involving thst Death Note will remain to the 
‘ower as long as he maintains ownership of at least one 
other Death Nate, 


Ifa person loses possession of « Death Note he will 
nt recogni its Shinigami by sight or voico anymore. 
However, ifthe owner lets someone else touch that 
Death Note, from that ime on that person will recognize 
the Shinigami, Accordingly, that person will coninue to 
recognize the Shinigamis appearance end voice until he 
‘or she actually becomes the owner of the Death Note 
and subsequently loses possession of it. 


When regaining ownership of a Death Note, the 
‘memories associated with it will also return, In cases 
‘where the owner was involved with other Death Notes 
as well, memories of allthe Death Notes involved will 
‘eturn, The memories will return just by touching the 
Death Note, even without obtaining ownership oft. 


Momorios relatod to a Doath Note are lost when its 
‘owmership is lost. But they may regained by eithar 
‘obtaining the ownership once again or by touching the 
Death Note. This can be done upto six times per Death 
Note. Any times more than that, the person's memory of 
tho Death Note will not return and they will ave to use 
itwithout any previous memory oft 


Even'f you do not actualy possess the Death Note, you 
may stil use itto full effect. 


‘You may iend the Daath Note to another person while 
maintaining its ownership, The borrower may len¢ it to 
yet another person as well, 

‘The person who borrows the Death Note will not be 
followed by a Shinigami. The Shinigami always remains 
‘with the owner of the Death Note. Also, the borrower 
cennottrade for the Shinigami Eyes. 


‘When Light touches Higuch’s 
‘notebook, he's merely borrowing it 
By killing Higuchi, he's ablo to gain, 
‘ovmership. 


Mise regains her memories by 
touching the buried notebook. Had 
sho never owned that notebook, her 
memories would not have returned 


In order to transier ownership. 
to another person, you must 
consciously intend fo do so, Just 
handing it to someone will not 
accomplish ths. 
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Only by touching eech other's Death Notes cen owners 
recognize the appearance or voice of pach other's 
Shinigar 


Losing memory of the Death Note by passing the 
‘ownership to another or by abandoning ownership will 
only occur when someone is actually kiled using that 
Death Note. You will not lose memory ofthe Death Note 
if,for exemple, you merely owned it and did not write 
down anyone's neme. in this ease, you will not be able 
‘to hear or see the Shinigami anymore. You wil also lose 
‘the power of the Shinigami Eyes if you made the trade, 


esa ti Rane The cane: 23 MULTIPLE NOTEBOOKS: 


situation happens later with Sido’ ‘Someone possessing more than one Death Note may 

appearance. write down a victin’s name in one of the Death Notes, 
and the cause of death in the other, and the death will 
stil occur. The arder of writing, however, is unimportant: 
it vou write down the cause of death in one Death 
Note and afterward write the name in the other, the 
death will occur. This can also be eccomplished by two 
Death Note owners working together. Inthis case, it's 
necessary that the two touch each other's Death Notes. 


Only six Death Notes are ellowed to exist at «time 
in the human world. Of course, the Death Notes that 
the Shinigami own do not count, This means only six 
Shinigami that have passed on their Death Notes to 
humans can be in the human world at once, 


One Shinigamiis allowed to pass on Daath Notas to 
‘Tues Shinigenik Fak Beane) only three humans ata time. However, itis possible for a 
Sidoh—vst the human werld. Since single Shinigami to hand out upto six Death Notes—by 
the number of Death Notesiin the owall gts hin be two Ubath Nobde euch tor 
human woridis three (not counting example, In other words, ono human could potentially 
Shinigami), this ‘own all six Death Notes. 
rule never comes into effect. 
ita seventh Death Note is given to @ human when six 
already exist in the human werld, nothing will happen 
whenitis used. 


Inthe event that there are more than six Death Notes 
inthe human worid, only the first six Death Notes that 
havo boon dolivored to humans will have offoct. Tho 
seventh Death Note will not become active until one of 
the other six Death Notes is destroyed or a Shinigami 
takes one of them back to the Shinigami realm, 


III The Shinigami Eyes 


31 THE EYE TRADE 


‘Abumen who becomes the owner of a Death Note can, 
in exchange for half of his or her remaining life, acquire 
the power ofthe Shinigami Eyes, which will enable him 
or her to see a human's name and remaining ife span 
Misa trades for the Shinigami Eyes ‘when looking atthem, 
‘an two occasions. Had Misa’s 
remaining life span been 60 years, 
the first trade would have out i 
down to 30 years and the second 
trade donm to 15years. 


fyou have traded for the Shinigami Eyes, you will lose 
that power as well as the memories of the Death Note 
once you lose ownership of the note, Moreover, the halt 
of your life you traded away will not be restored. 


seire sete] 1 (5/3 {eon te aciee 


An individual with Shinigami Eyes can see the name 
and lfe span of another human by looking at that 
person's face. By gaining ownership of « Death Note, an 
individual not only gaine the ability to Kil bt also cannot 
be killed by a Death Note. From this point on, a person 
\with a Death Note cannot sae the life span of other 
Death Note owners, including him- o herself 


Inorderto see the names and life spans of humens 
using the power of Shinigami Eyes, the owner must be 
able to see more tian half ofthat persor’s face. When 
looking from top to botiom, he must be able to see at 
least from the head to the nose. if he looks at only the 
eyes and under, he will not be able to see the person's 
name and life span, Also, even though some paris of 
the fece—for example the eyes, nose or mouth—are 
hidden, if he can basicaly see the whole face he will be 
‘ble to see the person's name and fe span, 


Those who have the Shinigami 
Eyes cannot see the lite spans 

of those who own a Death Note 
including their ovr. Meaning that 
if someone with the Shinigami Eyes 
‘se6s another owner, they wil know 
{tis stil not clear how much exposure is needed to soe a instonty that that person po 

‘name and ife span (mare research needs tobe done). a Death Noto. 

the above conditions are mat, names and life spans can be 

+0n using photos and cigital images, no matter ow old 

‘thay ara, But this is sometimes affected by the resolution 

and sizeof the image. Also, names and lte spans cannt 

be seen using drawings, however realistic they may be, 


‘Those with Shinigami Eyes will have eyesight of over36 
inthe human measurement, regardless oftheir original 
eyesight. 


It you have traded for the Shinigami Eyes, you will see a 
person's primary lfe span in the human world 


‘The names you will see with the Shinigami Eyes are tho 
‘names needed to kill that person. You willbe able te see 
‘name even ifitisnt offically registered anywhere. 


Humans who have traded for Shinigami Eyes cannot soe 
the names orlfe spans of humens who have already 
passed away (by locking at photos of them, for example. 


‘The use of the Death Note in the human world sometimes 

affects other humans’ lives or shortens their original life ‘When looking at a photograph 

spans, even thelr names are not actually writen in the the Shinigeri Eves ifyou can 

‘notebook itself. In these cases, no matter the cause, the the person's name and life 

Stinigern sees only the original life span an not the they.are-alWvectt you ean only #80 

Shotieed fe en, their name, they are a Death Note 
‘ownor. you cannot see either, they 

‘No matter what medical or scientific method is employed, are deceased. 

itis impossible for humensto distnguish whether or not 

a human has Shinigami Eyes. Even Shinigami cannot 

distinguish this fect, exeept for tho very Shinigami that 

‘traded his or her eve power with that human. 


impossible to physically tell who 
has the Shinigami Eyes, 


‘The human owner of @ Death Note is possessod by its 
‘original Shinigami ownor unti he or sho dios. 


his boredom. Even though he is 
frequently esked about other rules 
he has no duty to re 


ittakes Rem thirteen days to find a 
new Kira before choosing Higuchi 

so itis assumed that she returns 10 
he Shinigami realm during this time. 


Because Sidohis ina situation 
where a human had taken his Death 
Note, he's allowed to be inthe 
human world, However, because 
of the rules ho is not able to talk to 
any human about notebooks not 
originally betonging to bim, 


ta humen sos @ Death Noto, its Shinigami owner must 
appear in front of the human within 39 days atter he or 
she uses the note 


The original Shinigami owners of Death Notes don't, 
in principle, do anything to help or prevent the deaths 
brought about by the notes, 

A Shinigami has no obligation to completely explain how 
‘touse the note or the rules that apply to the human wno 
ownsit 


‘The Shinigami must not tell humans the names or life 
‘spans of individuals ho soos. Thisis to avoid confusion 
inthe human worl. 


‘AShinigami bringing @ Death Note into the human world 
‘must make sure that @ human uses it Although itis 
unlikely that a Shinigami who hes possessed a human 
‘would die, ifit does happen, the Death Note brought into 
tho human werld will not ose its power. 


Shinigami must not stay i the human world without a 
particular reason. Acceptable reasons to stay in the 
‘human world are as follows: 


‘When the Shinigami Death Note is handed to a 
human, 

|. Finding a human to take possession of a Death Note 
should be done from the Shinigami reaim, but it itis 
within 82 hours this may also be cone in the human, 
world. 
When a Shinigami stalks an individual with an 


intention to kill them, as long as itis within &2 hours 
‘of possossing them tho Shinigami may stay in the 
‘human world. 


‘The Shinigami mustnothand the Death Note directly 

toa child under six years of age (based on the human 
calendar). But Death Notes thathave been dropped into 
the human world, and ore partof the human world, can be 
‘sod upon humans of almost any aga withthe same offoct 


‘The owner of a Death Note cannot be killed by @ Shinigami 
‘who is in the Shinigami realm. Also, a Shinigami who 
‘comes to the human world with the objective of kiting the 
‘ovmer of Death Note ill not be able todo so. Only a 
Shinigami thathas passed on ts Death Noteto a humanis 
abloto kil the owner of the Death Note 


Ita Death Note is ownad inthe human world against 
€ Shinigami’ will that Shinigami is permitted to stay 

in the human world in order to retrieveit tn that case, 
if there are other Death Notes in the human world, the 


Death Note owner's idantty or its location. 


Ifa Shinigami’s Death Note is taten away for whatever: 
itcan only be retrieved from the Shinigami who 
possesses it atthe time. If there is no Shinigami, buta 
human, the only way the Shinigami can get itba 
to first touch the Death Noto and become the one who 
haunts that particular human, Then they have to wait 
‘ntl the person dies to take it away. And they have todo 
{thefore any other human touchas it. 
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‘After a Shinigami brings a Death Note to the human 
‘world and gives its ownership to e humen, the Shinigami 
thas the ight to kil the human using its own Death Note 
for any reason, such as distiking the owner. 


The following are tho cases in which a Shinigami thet 
hhas brought the Death Note into the human world is 
allowed to roturn tothe Shinigami realm: 


{. When the Shinigami has seen the end ofthe first 
‘owner of the Death Note brought into the human 
world and has written that human's name into his oF ‘When Lightis confined by, he 
ther own Death Note. fo ership ofthe Death Noto 
41, When the Death Note is destroyed and cannot be and Ryuk has no human to attach 
used by humans anymore, himself to, Therefore Ryuk must 
IiL {nobody claims ownership ofthe Death Note, itis return tothe Shinigami reatm 
‘unnecessary fo possess anyone, 
\V.li, for any reason, the Shinigami possessing the 
Death Note is replaced by enother Shinigami 
V, When o Shinigami loses track of the Death Note 
‘thothe or she possesses, or cannot identity which 
human owns the Death Note, or cannot locate 
where the own 
such information using the observation holes in the 
Shinigami realm. 
VL Even in cases i, Il, and 1V, Shinigami are obliged to 
‘confirm the death ofthe first owner and write down 
‘that human's name in his or her Death Note even 
when he or she isin the Shinigami reaim. 


{nthe Shinigami realm there are a few copies of what 

humans might cella “user handbook” for the Death Notes 

inthe human world, Altiough Shinigami may not give the When Sidoh is asked by Mell 

handbook to humans, itis periectly okay for them to teach tell him about the other notebook 

fhummans about its contents, ng matter what that mey be. owners, he checks a document 
containing rules. ls this some kind of 


42 USINGTHEDEATINO eee 


A Shinigami can extend its life by writing human names 
ina Death Note, but a human cannot. A person cen only 
shorten his or her ownlife by using the note. 


Even the original Shinigami owners of Death Notes do 
‘not know much about them 


Shinigami must own atleast one personal Death Note, 
‘which must never be lent to or written on by a human, 


Shinigami may exchange and wite in each others’ 
Death Notes. 


Ifa Shinigami decides to use a Death Note to end the life 
ofthe killer ofan individual it favors, thet individual’ life 
willbe extonded but the Shinigami wil di. Tho Shinigami 
‘wil then disappear but the Death Note will remain. The 
covinarshp of this Death Noto is usualy carried over to 
the next Shinigami that touches it, butitis common sense 
thatitbe retuined to the Shinigami King 


8y manipulating the death of @ human who has infiuence 5 

‘over another human's fife, that human's original life span ‘Aftor @ Shinigami dies the not 
can sometimes be lengthened. fa Shinigami intentionally SAS 5 
does this that Shinigami will die, but even i @ human does Ree tema yarns 


‘the same, the human will rt die. La ee ara ele ae 


MI LIFE 


A Shinigami cannot be killed even if stabbed or shot. 
However, there are ways to kill them, which are not 
‘generally knovin even to the Shinigami themselves. 


There are mele and female Shinigami, butitis neither 
permitted nor possible for themto have soxuel 
{olations with humans. They also cannot have sex with 
ach other. 


From a human point of vie ‘As long as 2 Shinigami has at least once soon 2 human 

hard tote thei and knows his or her name and life span, the Shinigami 

eovediretiiey dGUsseons is capable of finding that human by looking down from 

elating to the opposite sex. For ‘an observation hole in their realm. 

example, Ryuk becomes shy and 

Saibatseeses aer ‘The Shinigami realm has laws that govern it. fa 
Shinigami should break a law, there are nine levels of 
punishment, with the severity starting at Level Eight ond 
going up to Level One, plus an Extreme Level, At severity 
levels above Three, the Shinigami vil be punished and 
Killed. Kling a human without using the Death Note 
merits punishment atthe Extreme Level. 


Shinigami will not die from lack of sleep. They do not 
need sleep, soto thom itis merely laziness. Shinigam in 
the human world shouldn't act zy merely because they 

he Shinigami realm contains ‘are required to possess a human. 

observation holes tht allow them to 

look down into the human world. tf 

@ Shinigami knows a person's tac 

itcan apparently tind that person 

instantly just by thinking about wha 

they took like. 


The Fake Rae i PO 
ithe person using the noe fa 

Besides the rules already written in the notebook, _| consecutively write names of people to 

Light adds two fake rules in orderto confuse the | be killed within 13 days, thon the u 

investigation team. This causes trouble for everyone | Will die. 

from Lo Near 


YESTERDAY, 
TWO WEEK'S 


| Myoumake this note unusable by tearing it up or 
‘burning it, all the humans who have touched the WORTH OF 


Caunnals 
WERE KILLED 
ALL AT ONCE. 


will die. 


= My MEMORIES) 
BECAUSE My d 
DAD DECIDES TO 


4 Proéicting thatthe oud fal into 
the hande ofthe taskforce, Light adds this 
file to insure the Deeth Note isnot desirayed. 


Death Note Case Stud 


As one reads through the complicated rules, many questions may arise. 


This section will examine some of these questions by u: 


from the serie 


ing specific scenes 


Is It Possible for the Death Note User to Die? _| 


TPepLiant doesnt know the proper soeing of 
Taluo Shibuimaru’s name, soe writes down seven 
versions, Luckily he gets right on the fist try, 

‘and Shibuimaru dies in an accident as Light hod 
intendad 


Relevant Rule @) 


ecidentaly misspells 
sr intanboniNinacscble 


1 


be killed by the Death Note. 


Neat and Melo figure out thatthe 13-Day rule Light 
Created isa fake, but there is a rulethet can cause 
the user of a Death Note to die that comes into 
eifectif the user misspel's someone's name four 
times, Light misspells Shibuimaru's name six times; 
how does he survive? The key is thot he doesn't 
‘ntentionely misspell the name. Also, if you pay 
attention to the names Light writes down, the first 
cone is the correct spelling. So it’s deemed that no 
mmistako took placo and the Death Noto works as 
itshould. 


Relevant Rule @ 


The Death Note will 
af 
2 name has been 
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one tenn 


ws YZ Ace Death Notes Sometimes visible? 


ait Wf you read the rules closely, you will 
Desh ; see that there are situations where 
ord @ notebook can be seen by humans 
ere and situations where it cannot unless 
oe j specific conditions are met. For 

eate. example, when a Shinigami first drops 
me a notebook into the human world, 
igen all humans ean 900 t. However, f 
tens the Shinigami dies, normal humans 
fave cannot s0e tho notabock tn this 

case, only humans who were able to 
‘809 the deceased Shinigami will bo 
‘able to see the Death Note. Thus the 
‘notebook that Rem leaves behind is 
Visible only tothe Japanese task force 

Shinigami in the human worta cles and leaves members 

a Death Note behind thats then picked up by a 
human, that person becomes the owner, However 
this ease, only humans who can see and hear the 
Shinigami are able to see end touch the Death Note 


btimay bo cors- q \Wen you forfeit ownership of tho 
ing tue Meo never notabook, you lesa all momorios 
has ennai of relating tot However, Soichiro 
Sits roxbock has ownership ots note during the 
Yotsuba Kira case and his memories 
‘remain even after losing ownership 
‘to Mello’s group. This is because the 
first rule is overridden by a second: 
‘you will not lose your memories of 
‘a notebook es long es you donot 
use it Melo also does nat lose 
his memories, but this is because 
he never actually has ownership. 
(Ownership is with Snydar and other 
cronies.) In this situation, even had 
Mollo used the notebook, he would 
not hava lost his momores cin. 


Losing memory of @ Death Note by pas: 

ship to another or abandoning it 

;amngone is actually killed v 

Death Note. However, although you will not 
memary of the Death Note, you will not be able t 
hear or see its Shinigami anymore. You wil als 
he power of the Shinigami Eyes if you had traded 
cor them. 


veate nere| 15/9) avy re gear 


(ae 


~ Can a Shinigami Possess ‘Iwo Humans at Once? | 


> Ryuk 
changes 


HEY, TERU, 
IVE TOLD 
You! EVERY- 

A THING I NEED 
TO, SOTM 

D come Back 


This éoos 
notbreak 
any rales. 


Relevant Rule @ 


The borrower of a Death Note 
x Shinigami. The Shin 
owner ofthe Death Note. Also, the borr 


not bef 


Shinigami must atch themselves to the 
human they hand the Death Note to, but 
‘what do thay do when two people havo. 
‘ownership? When Ryuk is asked to bring the 
‘notebook to the tes force, he is attached 

‘to both Misa and Soichiro. And when 9 
rotebookis passed to Mikami, he has to 
attach himself to Mikami end Light. There 
are actually no rules dealing with multiple 
humane rozeiving Death Notes from a single 
‘Shinigami, Also, although Shinigami must 
‘possess the person who has ownership, 
‘there's no rule stating thatthe Shinigami has 
‘to stay with the human 24 hours 2 day. So 
yuk just goes with whomever Light orders 
bim to end there are no problems. 


Are There Times When a Person Written into a Death 


Note Doesn’t Die? 


Pied 
Light and 
Mikami writ. 
ten Takade's 
name down 
atthe same 
time, we may| 
havo seen 
adiferent 
conclusion, 


fot have died 


Relevant Rule @ 


the same name is writen into two or more Death 
Notes within 0.06 szconds, itis rogerded as boing 

the Death Notes will not 
incivicual wi not 


‘entered simultanecus! 
take effect and th 


{ta name is writen into the notebook, the victim basically cannot 
escape is or her fate, However, there ere two exceptions. One, 
arama ie mistakoniy wrtton four times in that notobook proviously, 
anditwo, the name is written simultaneous in to separate 
‘notebooks. The later int likely but it almost happens when Takeda, 
is kiled: efter Light writes down Tokada's namo, Mikem does the 
samo, Had Light and Mikami writen the name simultaneously tho 
notebooks would have cancelled each other out and Takada would 


Relevant Rule @ 


When the same name is wr 
‘ormoro Death Notes, the notab 

filled in first wil take eifect cegardiess 
f the time of de 


th Note 


By watching the notebook owner unt ther life ends and verting his, 

‘Shinigami can finaly return 
home, However, Ryuk gets tired of wating and wrtes Lint name into 
the notebook early, This doesn’t break any ules: 2 Shinigam fs alowed 
‘to write down the name of a Death Note owner any time it wants to, 
‘When owners are not as dynamic as Light, Shinigami probably become 
‘bored with them very quickly and don't wait as long before returning 
home. However, when a Daath Note has been taken, nat given, as in 
Sidohis caso, different rules apply. In that case, the Shinigami must wait 
‘until the notebook owner dies or returns it 


Relevant Rule @ 


Aftor a! Noto tothe human w 
man, the Shinigami may 
the right to kl the human using its own Death Note, 


4 Once Ryuk has saen enough, 
Lights fate is sealed 


/ Will Destroying the Notebook Saye a Victim? | 


Inthe Sino! chopter Matsuda theorizes thet Near wrote 
iam’ naroint tho notabook, The rlos show tht this 
‘ould be possible. Destroying a notebook doesn’ prevent 
2 Vctin’s death. In other words, had Near writen down 
Mikami name, burr th natebook would only eiminato 
the evidence, not change Mfcemi’s fate. if Near knaw about 
this rule, te ikebhood that Near wrote down Mika's 
: name is even higher Als, atthet peintin time, the over of 
z ? {ho notobock was Milam and not Near. So Near would nat 
pe Meee Se oat lose his memory even if had written into the notebook 
Relevant Rule (Q) 


Ifthe victin’s name has been enter 
and thon the Death Notois dostroyed 
inthe midele of weiting the eause ot 
death, the victim wil be killed by 


ds thew Relevant Rule @) 


name end the cause of doath 


een writen but Once the victis name, cause of death and 
death, the victim v : ‘onditions of death have bean written dow 
minutos ard 40 seconds via the stated Death Noto, the death will stil take place even i 
cause afdeath ifthe cause is possible ih Note, othe part ofthe note used, és 
within that period of tine. Oterwise, d ated time of death, 

the victim wil die ofa boat attack. 


Death Note Investigation File 


All Tricks Revealed 


Many mind games and deceptions were pivotal to the 
outcome of the battles over the Death Note. In this 
section every trick, large and small (and really small), 
will be examined and explained. 


Trick Level: The effectiveness rated on a scale of one to five. 
> Reading the Pages | Performer...... The person who comes up with and implements the trick. 
Key Item... Something that is crucial in executing the trick. 


Learning How to Use the Death 
03 Spying on the Police Investigation 01 New 

ot if) © Performer: Lignt {fickiAit, > Performer: ight 

axa | Key tem: Computer does ae Key tern: The Death Note 


Light kits 0 group of captures Light decides toil eiminals and 
triminalsin enashour increments. BB immoral people using accidents 
Lihat Kratas access apy and disease, The reason fortis is. ee 
nformation end covses iobring fear to those who would 
ndtho police tostart y commit evil acts and to change 
suspecting each othe now people behave, 


04 | fetsetetomed trawer 
jut Wii’) © Performer: Light 
area | Key Item: Pen, Gasoline THN LIV 


02 Determining Kira’s Location 
Performer: L 
Key Item: TV 
Light converts his desk drawer 
into ahiing place forthe Death 
Note, Atrap rigged to burn te 
notebook unless the ink cart 
ef penis usedto open the drawer actualy atest by Lto confirm Kir’s power. Because 
Light fell frit, Llears thetKire needs to see « porson’s 
face inorder to kilthom. Also, Lhed plennes to show 
he broadeastindiferat areas at diferent tines. Thus 
hs trickeaiso lows Lto earn the goneral area waere 
Kreis ocetes 


ne public, Lind L Tel 
ision end promise to capture Kira. Light 
becomos angerad by this and kills Tailor. Howevor, this is 


015. | biog messages 
Witt’) © Performer: Light 
Key ltom: The Death Note 


Light experiments with 
Note to see haw farhe can 

contra pooples actonc bofore 
they de. While doing hs, he 
‘makes victims write a secret 
messegetoL Thisis done 10 
confuse the investigation 


All Tricks Revealed 


10 fate name 


jUoeLviL| © Performer: Naomi 
saea | Key Item: None 


06 Learning the Name of a Tail 
itv’) © Performer: Light 
sense | Key Item: The Death Note 


Naomifigures cut on ber own 
that Kia noedsa person's name 
er to kil them, This plen to 
outa fake names simple 
omething 


11 | rake Potice Badges 
THIRKLIVEL) © Performer: L 
+x Key tem: Police Badges 


These police badges with foke 
names are somathing that L 
‘epares immediately, Lmay 
have thought that nobody 
condor theta palice officer 
‘would sea counterfet badge. 


| 2 Electric Buckle 
fiecLiViE) © Performer: L 
sxx Keyltem: Belt Buckle 


These are the bets that L gives to 
‘Soichivo ang the otter members 
ofthe team, Adovice is embeddos 
inthe buotle that sands a signal 
te Watan's shone wten pressed 


1 


am 


13 Hidden Cameras 
THMLWIL) © Performer: 
‘exxx Koy Item: Cameras, Monitors 


{plants cameras to sured 
people ia suspects of being Kira 
Ho places 84in Light's rcom 
slanel Thay are baing monitored 
26 hours.aday tomate sure 
nothing is missed. 


Ih ordar to earn the name of 
the FBI agent tailing him, Light 
coms up with a pian that 
involves contreling a crim 
into hfacking e bus. Crati 
‘morgoney situation was the 
tect way 1 trap the agent 


O7 | tie ites with te stors 
trite) © Performer: Light 
esc > Key lem Transceiver, The Death Note 


Thisie the torying trick Light 
‘comes up within order to kl the 
FBI agents. Todo this, he wrties 
down the causes of death 
beforehand and has Raye, who 
knows the people's names and 
faces, enter the names into the 
‘empty slots The times of death 
are setup to be completely 
random in order to make t 
impossible 0 figure out which 
‘agont Kira has had contact wth 


0 ees 
Headquarters 

Ach Wift) © Performer: L 

> Key tem: Hotel Suite 


v 


09 | smooth Talking 
TRICE) © Performer: Light 
4x). Keytom: None 


Sensing thet Naomi Misora 
‘could be a danger tobim, 
Light gos information from 
her through impressive 
conversation skis, Wher 
introducing himsol, Light 
explains the way to wita 
his name in order to gether 
ode the same, 


18 Writing in a Blind Spot 
{Hickuit, © Performer: Light 
aaa Key tem: Small TV, Potato Chips 


14 Checking the Door 
{LiVil, © Performer: Light 


aoe Key Item: Pencil Lead 


Hira continues filing cininels 
while Light does nothing out 

of the ordinary, the suspicion 
against Light wil vanish, In ord 
Foom light actualy uses a bag 
of potato chips witha miniature 
television hidden inside, To pre 
vent someone ese inthe family 
from opening the bag, be uses a 
Chip flavor that only he profers. 


19) | tsanouneemen 
Gg rename 
raya Nowe 


In order to geteloser to Light L 
‘enrofsin the same university an 
reveals his identity, L does his 

because he's confident that Kira 
eannatkl him 
hisname. A highly risky but very 


20 Profiling with Tennis 
TULL © Performer: L 
xxx Key ltom: Tennis Racket 


Us planis to gauge Lights 
ppersenalty by playing 2 gam: 
fof tann’s with him. He tries to 
seeif Lights reactions mi 
Kire’s But secretly 


21 Revealing Suspicion Against Light 


THinkiWit © Performer: L 
4x | Key tem: None 


Reading what Light stinking L 
drops tis bomb, His aim isto u 
Lightto hop salvo the case while 
seeing fhe't slip up and reveal 
himsel tobe Kira 


Light places a pencil iead inthe 
door hinge and checks the door 
ob position so mathe know. 
when someone has entered his 
room. He dovsn'teven have to 

Tock his door to keep things sate 


1 5 The Hidden Girlie Magazines 
Performer: Light 
Koy Item: Book Slipcase 


Light hidos his magazines insi¢e 
abox reference boots He 
does this as arse to rove that 
he values his prvacy, 


1. | searching or cameras 
THEKL) © Porformor: Light 
“ex Koy tem: Applos 


yuKhebs tight focateal the 
eras in his bedroom, 
the Shinigami wouldn't 
cooperate, bur Light tempts Ryuk 
with apples. 


1 1 Fake News Broadcast 
Tiitktivit) © Performer: L 
xx | Key tem: TV Station 


Us plan isto pressure Kira with ¢ 
breaking news headline. During 

this broadest, Latches his 
suspect, Lant forany reaction. it 
iant very effective 


AllTricks Revealed 


26 The Shield of Justice 
floc iti | © Performer: L 
ace Koyltem: Shield 


Thisis te well of police oticers in 
{rant of Sakura TV thatis formed in 
‘orderto hide Soichiro’ face tram 
Kira, The NHN announcer onthe 
se9n0 preisor the poco for standing 
upto Kia 


21 Watching the Video 
Wii | © Performer: L 
xx Koy Itom: Videotape 


{shows Light al the inv 
sterols and waices is 

Hf light doosntinforafake Kira, Us 

suspicions lessened. the does, is 

theory is strengthened Either way, 

Lwin. 


28 The Real Kira 


EclGe) Performer: L 

xx_____ Key Item: €6 Tool 
Tisis te fale K's sponse to 
the Second Kre, The plenisto see 
how Kira ox the Sesond Kire vould 
react. The high qualty CG workis 
cone by Metsuda 


29 Tapes Without Traces 
{itl Ui, © Performor: Misa 
Key Itom: Envelopes 


Misa was tricky when she sent 
ter videos to Sakura TV, She had 
2 kind prepare the videotapes 
‘and envelopes so tnetthe parcel 

udh't have Fer fingorprits. 
However. 


3D | the biary cose 
jie by Performer: Misa 
acto © Koy tem: Paper 


The diary message that Mi 
creates for Light. "My frond 
‘and | showed off our notebooks 
in Aoyama" is the secret cae 
‘avorything els0 is justo confuso 
the invesbgation 


22 rerinninse 


Fim igie| © Performer: L 
= Key ltem: Photographs 


These ae the photograpts ofthe 
massages lft behind by criminals 
whe died Irs trap Lset up 10 

if Light puts them in the correct 
ardor, Thare may be a tick tothe 
numbars on the back aswel 


23 The Fourth Picture 
keV) © Performer: L 
sax | Keyltom: Photographs 


Thelostmessege is actully a 
fake created by LHe does this 
10 S26 how Lightwould react as 
Kirato a picture he would know 
sake 


24 ica videotape 


ifict fit © Performer: Misa 
‘xx |” Key Itom: Videotapes 


These were the four tapes 
jatad by the Socond Kira 
inan attempt seek police 
jopetaton, They were meant 
‘obo playod deponding on the 
police response 


25 | nunswer ck 


Tlie iif!) © Performer: 
xx__~ Keylltom: Police Vohiclo 


ihir’s plan to emter the 
Sakura TY building without being 
s00n by Kira sooms ikea ras! 
decsion, bit since the vahicla 
has no windows, it tumns out to 
be a smart move 


35 Stealing Misa’s Phone 31 Hiding Ryuk 
lel) © Performer: L flGLiGie) © Performer: Light 
* Key item: Gell Phone vex_| © Key Item: None 


and Misa mist be communi Thisis the planto move interge 
cating with each other Knowing coup so anyone who couldsee 
nis, Lsteals Misa’ phone, answers / yuk would be able o tell who 
it quioty ond hepos that Light will ho’ attached 
Jot something inriminatng sip. 
What its notaric...? 


36 The Notebook Shuffle 
fib ligt © Porformer: Light 


z Key item: The Death Notes 9 
Disguise 


Inoder to switch shinigami. te . Ait) © Performer: Misa 
folsbeok ar nd wound + © Key Item: Glasses, Schoo! Uniform 
ho aimista have Misa’s memory a 
relating to Ryuzaki’s 5 Tofind igh, Wisa wears wi 
she ean kil him cuise thatconsss ofa schoo 
uniform, aia and alasses. For 
jonteneous gi, this 
wall theught out 


37 The Fake Rules 
IN UVEL, © Performer: Light 
atte) | Key Item: The Death Note 


Predicting thatthe notebook would 

{al into tho hands ofthe task foro, 

Light has Ryuk add two fake rules 3 33 

int the Death Note. Even | fais for Multiple Girlfriends 

this rick TNL LEVEL) © Performer: Light 
Key Item: None 


to hide the faetthat he has just 
38 Memory Controt met Misa, He doesn't wantanyone 

TR(CLLCEL, > Performer: Light, Misa to suspect that shes the Second 
‘kag | © Key iter: The Death Note Kia. 


Using the ule tht soys thos 
who frit the Death Noto 
their memories, Light and Wisa 
willy erase their memories 
when imprizoned. Ths provents 
them rom conessing 
94 | part ot Detective Group 
ile itl) © Performer: 

39 Soichiro’s Act Ex Ret Reve ee: 

THICK UEVE Portormer: Soichiro ‘Lreasons that i Light believes 

eae | © Key Item: Blank Bullets Fyuzakiis only one member of 0 
| | iarger organization, he wouldn't 
THsisabjitienperfamanceby doonvivato hin. This ba 
Soihivo, He zest he's goirgte wale vorees 
killhisson belore dying bisa. L 
\eesthsplenbacause ho thinks 
Kira alle foreod to use is ling 
powers in such astuation 


All Tricks Revealed 


44 Matsuda Jump 40 Handcufts 


TiliklWiL, © Performer: Matsuda RECIEVE, © Performer: L 


sxx Key Itom: A Bod 5 Koy Itom: Handcuffs, 


Because nistace is seen by tha Notable w abandon is 
high-ronting Yotsuba members, doubts about Light Byuz0ki 
Matsuda is d sas handeutfs to make 
Kec, Bali sure he is able to montor 
tosave Matsuda is fo: himtodie Light24hours a day. He 
infront of voryora,L puts ‘wants to catch Light doing 
together this vick The Yotsuba something incriminating, 
Eighcareal invited io Miss 

office and Matsuda “ols” off the 

veranda this death but is saved 

by amatiess on 


A | sessing Aizawa 
fiecini| © Performer: L 


5 Key Item: None 
45 Succeeding L 
(Kilt © Performer: L (yg 6 one of Es favont 


cx = Key Item: None 


Here he recommends that 
the investigator 
has the wilto go alter Kira, 


If Kira ware te contol global 
aw entoccenert, ha'd be inthe 
ukimate aosition, so L figures 
hatif he offrs the paciton to 
Light, helfjump att. But Light 
is diSappointed in LS ack oF 


42 Eraldo Coil 


46 Meeting with Yotsuba HELE) © Performer: L 
Performer: Aibor, Misa tae | © Key tem: None 


Key tone Nose In orderte determine when 


people are investigating hi, L 
has an alter ego named Eraldo 
Coll who is master at rack 
ing people down. Mest of nis 
‘enemies fal for this and try t0 
hiro Cit 


This isthe meeting for Yotsuba 
o dotormine if they wantto use 
Misa as a spokesperson. The 
at, howeva, Ts that Mis 
gethering information on Ki 

and Yotsuba is gathering in 
mation on 


A] wurse 0 guise 43 | conversation sos 


TAGE © Performer: Misa Performer: L 
x Key lem: Nurse Outfit Key Item: Cell Phone 


This othe trick Misa usos When Matsuda is captured by 
jo|escane Mogi’s watch and the Yotsuba employees, L takes 
vestigate Fig i a ragular conversation to deter 
tuades oloth rine the senso of urgency, He 
ia fiend and just seemsto be copying Soichicos > 
out Simple tur effective, methodology, but 


obviously confused. 


52 The End of L and Rem 48 Higuchi’s Confession 
elf) © Performer: Light HUGL EEL] © Performer: Misa 
exacts)” Koy itom: None extx | Koy Itom: Death Not 


53 Data Del 49 Fake Sakura TV Show 
INGLE, © Performer: Wtari nicl Ltt | © Performer: Matsuda 
4x Koy Item: Computer seen, ©) Koy tom: TV 


‘A systom setup to delete allot Tiss the big missiono figure 
Us secret information in cose cut how Kira kils ond to capture 
something happens. For ox Py Higuehiin the act. The plan isto 
the computer isn't touched tise Matsuda, who had suppos: 
fora period of time 0: « special edly died as bait to lure Higuchi 
buttonis pushed, al internal data into trap, Hugueli falls forit 
is erase and even uses the Death Note 
‘oneamera, ButLand the team 
dor’ toalize what the notebook 


54 Countdown 50 Tinted-Window Police Cars 
iWiCL WWE) © Performer: Watari CLINE) © Performer: Aizawa, Ide 
tex | Key Item: Cell Phone $x Key Item: Tinted Windows 


leneecoefasiecahiace pidapcice cs Alot ree 
is initiated, Ifit reaches zero, that car's windows are tinted sothat ams 


55 Cell Phone Number-Sharing 51 
System The Watch 

ier, © Performer: Light AGL) ~ Performer: Light 
4x Key ltem: Cell Phone tre | © Key Item: Watch 


‘A nee call phone technclegy de: Ligh?s watch has 2 pice ofthe 
eloped in gntspaice division, ———f | Death Note hidden inside ott By 
Whenasetnumberreceiws Saar | performing a speciic action with 
‘ phono call all call phones the buttons, the bottom of tho 


hooked upto this system can ich sides out and reveals 2 

listenin. This i used frequenty secrethiding place 

with calls fram Moto. Iso hides @ noodle soho 
write # name in blood 


All Ticks Revesled 


60 Searching for an Owner 
ner iiiti| © Performer: Misa 
xxx | © Key Item: Shinigami Eyes 


someone with Shinigami Eyes 
Ioks eta photograph of e Death 
Note owner, they wil enly see 
theirname. Using this, Misais 
abet ciscover who the ov 

is on Mell’ sige 


61 Finding the Mafia Hideout 
Tapkuiv | © Performer: Light 
aan | © Key tom: The Death Note 


People whose names aro wit 
teninto the notebook can be 

contioledto the extent of whatis 
patufal fr them todo. Knowing 
the annor on Moll sido, ight 
ses this rule to have him reveal 
he location of thelr hideout 


2 Flying Helmets 
im Performer: Mello 


ase | © Key item: Security Cameras, Shinigami 


Borrowing taops from the US. 
president, Light plans to get 

he noiedook back by force 

But Mell had already planned 
against ths possibility by sending 
‘ut Sion, who cant 

‘other humans to patio the base 
allo hes Sidob rom 

hhelmats ofthe troops so that their 
names can be witen intothe 

Death 


G3 | erotctig His Memory 


iHickLIWEL| © Performer: Light 
‘4% Key item: The Death Note 


You lose your memory f you 
forfot your notobock, but as ong 
as yeu are touching & notebook 
vou have use0 inthe past, your 
‘memories will remain, Light 

keeps Misa’s netebook on his 

Docy during this tme so that he 


56 Hijack 


TUGCIEIE| © Performer: Mello 
area Key tom: Jumbo Jet 


Thisis me plan ised t separate 
Scichio from his men and get 
him othe locotion ofthe trado 
alone. The pat had been brought 
in on he plan soitwast'texactiy 
a regular hijacking, 


57 ate boor 


juscig)| © Performer: Metto 
dea | © Key ttem: Revolving Door 


Thisis @ door used by matia 
orgenzations for orug tratfcking 
The items 0 be exchanged are 
placed through holes inthe glass 
‘and the docr revolves whoo is 
time to make the deal, This way, 
both sides get the items they 
want atonce, 


BB | missite betvery 
Ait IAG) © Performer: Mella 
eave | © Key tem: Missile 


Molto uses a missile with al the 
exalosives tenoved in oréer 10 
transport the notebook. The mein 
point is that it cannot be trae 
byradar 


59 One Man, Two Roles 
BIELIEIEL, > Performer: Light 
xx | © Keyltenr Voice Switching System 


Inorderto play te roles of bot 
snd Weta Light coms up 

this devieo. He can switch back 
and forth betwaen two voices by 
merely pressing a bution, 


BB | sideout Explosion G4 isa as ire 
HELIN) © Performer: Mello Tuc © Performer: Misa 
ae | © Keyltom: Bomb Switch a Key tom: Koyboard 


Thinking about how to escape n'a inne secretly creates a voice 

pinch, Mello rigged explosives, cording for Kira tha canbe 

throughoet the hidoeut, Itappeared controlled by a koyboard. Mica 

tobe a suicidal plan butts really 2 4 's ble touse this to speak to 

way for Melo 10 protect himset, Soichiro as Kira, I also creates 
anlibifor Light 


69 Secret Talks in the Bathroom 
AlGLtiE| © Pertormer: Halle 
* Key Item None 

BD kiras messenger 

Halle chooses her bathroom asthe i inlecifit| © Performer: Light 


place to communicate in cere sae | Key tem: The Death Note 
hell. She has been ordered 


‘instal cameras thrauahout he 
house except forthe bathroom, But 
Noar thought some 

right away, 


The notebook issent tothe task 8 
force and Ryak at ne 
new owner Ryuk now is Bound 

to two notebooks. Light damends 


thatho coopaatebocause fhe WS 


Siohincident 
70 | the Fest Representative 
AtLINNL, © Performer: Light 
“ex” Key tom: None 


To spread Kia's message throughout ail 
the worl, Lightselecis Demegawa 

get te public on his side as quickly Shinigami Eyes Confirmation 
aspossibleardthus destroy Nea. inicC HE) © Performer: Light 


x |” Key tem: Mafia Member Photos 


Thistakes advantage ofthe fact 

Il thatthe Shinigami Eyes cannot 
Fotlowing Mogi see thenane erlile span of» 

TCL LG © Performer: Light dead person. The plan hore ito 


Lil most ofthe mata members 
oS | seer tae Hilton Comets ‘vith the notebook and tstealit 


When Mogiis asked to como to Book tin enutiog phot 


New York by Melo, Light has Aizawa poll 
and ide ad hi with ban can 

If they can catch Mello an camara, 

Light wl send his picture to Misa 


an ave her kai Biiseaen 


gu | Performer: Jose 


D2 | Wong wurver I ey in 
itil) © Performer: Near 


Jose, one ofthe mafia members 
* Key Item: Phone fs 


i probably able to play daad 
eonvincinglybacausesomany Bia, 
If Mog: was L himself, it would be other aeople around him are 

dangerous forthe SPK membors to iosd otheoc atacka, which, 

show ther faces to fim. Knowing ve no external evidence, 

this, Neareals Land acts like 

an accident. By doing so heis 

to confirm that Mogi isnot L 


All Tricks Revealed 


B Fooling Matt 


Tilvil| © Performer: Mogi 
* Key Item: Truck 


23 Gift to Near 


THOR © Performer: Mello 
ax > Key tem: Cell Phone 


This is howe Mogi escapes surveil: 
ice and returnsta Japan with 

Misa. The plan's singly iosip out renee 
while o truck is blocking the way, 

‘but Mattflls fori 


79. the Second Representative 
Tikit. ~ Performer: Mikerni 
sence Key tom: None 


‘Mikami chooses Kira worshinper 
Takada as the second Kira 
repcesontative ike Light, Mika 
senses the need fora representa 
tive This proves that Mikami 
the right persen forthe job of Kira 


80 Talking to God 


TIO > Performer: Mikami 
xan Key ttem: Cell Phone 


Asked to prove thathe is go, 
Light mentions the data and 
numberof envelopes he 
sent Mika ight’ briiant 
memory and Mikami 

hinking make ths pos 


BA sesrtnetes 
ining” Performer Light, Takade 
wx Key tem: Memo Pads 


pass netes betw 

The tickitselis simple and ths 
shows justhow much contol 
Lighthad ove the taskforce 
members. 


Molle hands aver Mogite Nea! 
andlistans in on is eal phone. 
This allows him to learn valuable 
information without any sk to 
himself Though he didr’tantcipato 
that Mogi would’ say a word, 


14 Attack of the Crazies 
iiiteitit) > Performer: Light 
ke © Key tem: None 


Lights plans touse the Kira 
vorshippersto destroy the SPK 

head quarters, However, because 
many of the memborsjust want to 
carmit violence, Near was able to 
take advantage oftheir lack of unity 
and est 


75 tstesecy 


iMG (WE © Performer: Near 
eax © Key lien: Money 


| 


t could bo said that he situation 
s such that he has no choice bu 
iouyit. 


7B wea ue 


TANI] © Performer: Near 
* Key Item: None 


Near lies to tre Japanese task 
force, saying that Mogi died of a 
heartattack The aim isto ereate 
doubt within the task force and 

aetinformtion from some ofthe 
mambers. This results in Aizawa 
breaking rks and assisting 


71 Passing the Notebook to Mikami 
fitk (it, Performer: Light 
‘aaa |” Key tom: The Death Note 


ght has Misa fortelt ner owner: 
ship of the notebook to Mikami 
Anticipating tighter surveillance, 
Light nas anew person play the 
oie of Kira, 


86 Confirming the Switch 
ELT] © Performer: Mikami 
team | © Key Item: Microscope 


82 The Fake Notebook 
THIN) © Performer: Mikami 
dteax © Key Item: Gell Phone, Fake Notebook 


87 Killing Everyone 
ELIE) © Performer: Light, Mikami 
xxx | ©) Koy tom: The Death Note 


inorder tofoo! Near, Light hes 
Mikami prepare an exaet dupl 
cate ofthe notebook. He later 
fas Mikami use the notabook 
in public placos to grab Nears 
attention 


83 Speaking to Yourself 
THiKIA © Performer: Mikami 
‘exacx © Key ftom: None 


Having Mikanikil everyone at 
the Yellow Box warehouse isthe 
finalplan. Accomplishing 
requires extensive pre 

over along period of time 


88 ‘Switching the Notebook 2 
FELT) © Performer: Gevanni, Rester 
sickctcs| © Koy tom: The Death Note 


owing he's being watched, 
Lightas Mikami say things te 
indicate thores no Shinigami 
attached te him. This actonis 
meant to draw attention tothe 
fact that Mikam’s notebook is 
notbaing guardac well Ni 
alls for 


84 Uncovering the Note Passing 
ini Performer: Aizawa 
* Key lem: Memo Pads 


‘After switching the fake now: 
bool, Neerisalso able to switeh 
the real Death Note hidden na 
bank sele-deposit box. Bec 

of ths, Light plan backiros 


89) weting with Boos 
Tarinifi, © Performer: Light 
| © Key Item: Blood, the Death Note 


Distracting his opponent and 
writing ther ame down on 
tidden piece of notebook papa 
This is ight fina act. It 
cesperation on his par 


Aizawa places fingernall marks 
on the memo pads to ch 

they are being used and inthis 

way discovers that notes are 

secretly boing passed 


85 switching the Notebook 1 
Til © Performer: Gevanai 
eax © Key ltom: The Death Note 


evan breaks into Mika's 
tym locker and swaps the 
notebook pages with regular 
paper. Accomplishing this in a 
stor period of time speaks vi 
highly of Govan’ bites 


HOW To CREATE 


TSUGUMI OHBA X 
-_ TAKESHI OBATA 


Special erect 
The Making of Death Note 
Bo Sears eect 
“The 13 Truths About Chapter 108 


Now. that everything has been 
revealed, both creators join us 
‘or a behind the: scemes took at 
lhe Death Note series. 


peare pare os 


Ohba-sensei, did you want to become a manga, 
creator? 

Ohba: No, not at all. | didn’t even think the 
story would get accepted. | thought it didn't fit 
with Jump... So when it was approved and | 
learned Obata-sensei was going to do the art, 
| couldn't even believe it. 


When you were working on the pilot did you 
ever try o meet each other and discuss things? 
Ohba: My editor said | didn’t need to...1 think 
it worked out all right. 

Obata: Well | did want to meet with Ohba- 
sense 

Ohba: Had you told me, | would have gladly 
come to see you [/aughs). But | don't think | 
would have said much—I would have been 
too nervous. 

Obata: Like, we finally meet and can only talk 
about things not related to the book [/eughs|? 


How did it feel when, after the pilot was 
published, thoy asked you to como up with idoas 
for a series? 

Ohba: | was so happy. And I was thinking how 
the story would be more interesting as a serial 
Obata: When | read the thumbnails for the 
series, | thought, “Oh, so this is what Ohba- 
sensei wanted to do.” And I fet like | would 
have a lot of fun drawing it. 


Storyline a Secret Even to 


Dhata-sensei 


Was Obata-sensei 
developments? 
Ohba: Our editor didn’t tel you much, did he? 
Just stufflike a character named L would be 
appearing? 

Obata: | would be looking forward to your 
thumbnails every week, so while | was 
intrigued I never bothered to ask him. But 
honestly, how far ahead did you plan out the 
plot? 

Ohba: Not a al. 


formed about future plot 


Tt teanin 


‘Tsugumi Ohba x Takeshi Obata 


the first time you've seen each 
Did you not meet in person 


Ohba: No. We would only meet with our editor. 
So I didn’t even meet with Obata-sensei when 
we first created the pilot chapter. 

Obata: | started on the pilot in the summer of 
2003, then on the serialization in December 

of that year. We didn’t actually meet until an 
editorial party in January of the following year, 


4 Tho pilot and orignal source, This story was mora hor 
rorbased and differed alot from tho serialized version. 


For the pilot chapter, Ohba-sensei brought the 
rough draft in to the editorial department and 
sei was brought in later right? 


Obata: At first | didn't really getit. But there 
were Shinigami and it was dark...s0 | really 
loved the world. | really wanted to work on it. 
‘Ohba: | was so happy to get the opportunity to 
work with Obata-sensei 


“So when it was approved and I learned Obata-sensei 
was going to do the art, I couldn’t even believe it” (Ohba) 
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‘The Shinigami Eyes are plot point crucial othe story 
Uuntl the very end. 


Story and Characters Born 


f | from Collaboration 


Oha: Ive always wondered how you 
differentiate characters. Like the ICPO meeting 
in chapter 1; so many characters are there. Oo 
you base them on something? 

Obata: Is just...what I'm feeling at the time. 
Like, “Foreigners look something like ths, 
guess?” 

Ohba: Do you have a number of character 
patterns in your head? 

Obata: That must be the case. Different parts 
of actors’ faces must be in my memory. So it's 
not lke I think about ittoo hard. | just start 
‘moving my pen 

and they 
come to me. 


Obata: That's such a lie [/aughs]. | know you 
had the whole thing thought out. How else 
could you create such a complicated story? All 
right, then how much did you have planned out 
before the serialization started? 

Ohba: Up to chaptor’3... 

Obata: Come on... [/aughs) 

Ohba: The first time | had difficulty was with 
the hiding of the Death Note in the drawer and 
the part with the Shinigami Eyes. | was already 
struggling at that point. Though itturned out 
that those became important plot points, 
Obata: Really? 

Ohba: | swear. Though I did discuss the 
Shinigami Eyes idea with my editor early on. 
Obata: See, you did have it al planned out! 
Ohba: But I didn't have any final structure to 
the story. With my thumbnails, | would just 
think about how to put Light in trouble and 
what would happen next. Like with Naomi: she 
meets Light, then what? I'm always struggling 
as | write [laughs 

Obata: Unbelievable. But you cid have all the 
big events planned out, right? 

Ohba: In some cases. | dig think about adding a 
second Kira before we started, but... 


4 Thisisa scene that makes you fee the 
tho Kia case, There aromne main characters hore but ifs 
avery important scene to show tothe reader the scale of 
whats happening 


“There were Shinigami 
and it was dark...so I 
really loved the world” 
(Obata) 
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Dearne bore gow ta ptin ys 


© Tsugumi Ohba x Takeshi Obata 


Ohba: Only an amazing person could 

‘say somathing like that. Being able to 

do it...ithout thinking? 

Obata: That's the easiest way. | can’t 

doit when Im thinking 

Ohba’ Is it more difficult to ditferentiate 

‘the main characters? 

Obata: Yeah. Main-character types 

and girls are tough. There aren't that 

‘many patterns for “cool” and “cute.” 
Especially for a handsome guy lke Light, 
ited with options. So its hard to come 
up with variations. 

Ohba: Weren't you the first one to bring up the 
idea of not having L be attractive? 

Obata: Yes, | was, That's what | elt when I read the 
‘thumbnails. So what did you actually think of Ls dasign? 
Ohba: It was perfect. | loved it. 

Obata: | did to0, The L in your thumbnails seemed to have a 
lifeless face, and that inspired me. 

Ohba: Then, you could have just used my exact design? 
Obata: Yes. | wanted to keep ithe same. It seems our 
tastes are very similar. 

Ohba: That's true. Like with both of our ideas of Misa being 
Gothic Lolita. It makes me happy to know we like the same 
things. | get to fantasize that my design sense is on the 
same level as yours [/aughs}. 


‘heard that Obata-sensei 
the Yotsuba are. 

Obata: At first | thought it was Mido.. 

Ohba: | had considered that. But as | was writing it, felt 
itwould be too obvious and boring. So | looked at Obata- 
sensei’s drawings of the characters and thought about 
‘each of their personalities before deciding. That's how it 
‘always is with me. With Naomi, Yotsuba, and Sidoh, things 
became sat after I saw Obate-sensei's art 


n't know who Kira was during 


Its like you created the characters together. 

Ohba: That's why it was the toughest during the Yotsuba 
part. | had to come up with the plot before Obata-sensei’s 
character designs. But without knowing what they look 
liko, | can'timagine their actions. So wes totally confused 
about who was speaking which line... But once I sea the 
character design, | think up stuff ike, “This character looks 
like he'd want to shoot a missile at someone” [/eughs}. 

But it must have been very difficult to differentiate eight 
characters. 


“Ohba-sensei’s thumbnails allow me to come up with 
a lot of variations.’ (Obata) 
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“Only an amazing person could say something like 
that. Being able to do it... without thinking?” (Ohba) 


| thought, ‘Wow, this is amazing!” and really 
wanted Obata-sensei to draw more of his 
expressions 

Obata: What surprised me in that chapter 
was how L announced himself to Light. | can 
only blame myself for drawing him that way, 
but | was just thinking that because L looks 
like he does, wouldn't Light be constantly 
thinking, “There's a weirdo following me...”? 
‘And wouldn't that make itdificult for Lto 
investigate him? | had been wondering how 
they would eventually meet, but | never 
imagined L would come out and reveal himself 
like that 

Ghba: When I thought about it, this was the 
only way it could have happened. I'm happy 
that it surprised Obata-sensei so much. 


Did anything unexpected happon while you 
worked on the series? 

Ohba: Raye Penber's death scene. Obata- 
sensei took my thumbnails and improved them 
Obata: He died so suddeniy in the thumbnails | 
thought it was a waste... 

Ohba: You made it really intense. Plus, since he 
looks back into the train, Lis able to get a clue 
from watching the security video. 


4A rareinstance of Light actualy showing emotion, 
The imersity of this scene was heightened thanks to 
the great art. 


‘4 Do’s missile line was bern from Obata-senseis 
character design. 


Obata: No, not at all Itwas a lot of fun and 
allowed me to devise many variations. Having 
to draw eight new characters means | have 

to make sure to come up with something I've 
never used before. 

Oba: | felt really bad aboutit atthe time. 
Obata: Thanks to things like that, | was really 
able to release my full potential. Even if | 

had wanted to create my own manga with 
Shinigami, | doubt it would have tumed out 

lke this, 

Ohba: It would have been like the “attractive 
human Ryuk” you mentioned before? 

Obata: Yeah. Since tho Shinigami in Death Noto 
are just side characters, they don't need to be 
cool and attractive. And | never would have 
gone inthis direction had | been working on my 
awn. So | was very happy with the results. 
Ohba: In my position, | felt| was deciding 
things based on my own desire to see you 

draw thom Like the scene with Light and L 
hitting each other. The reason | added it in 

was just that | wanted to see it drawn by you 
(aug). 


Was there something that caused you to start 
doing that? 

Ohba : It started with the scene in chapter 19, 
after the college entrance exam when Light's 
expression goes from humiliation to laughter, 
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“Thinking about the art for these thumbnails that I could ‘never come up with was just so much fun” (Obata) 


“like to add things that are funny depending on 
your point of view.” (Ohba) 
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‘© Tsugumi Ohiva x Tekeshi Obata 


“His art exceeded all my expectations” (Ohba) 


Obata: | felt | was able to express the negative 
parts of Near with those puppets. 

Ohba: Yeah, you can see his dark side in the 
kind of puppets he used. He created them 
himself, right? 

Obata: He bought the Kira one first and drew 
‘on it with a magic marker. Then he must have 
created the other ones to go along with it. And 
| don'tthink Near liked L all that much, so he 
made him ugly... guess. But he liked Mello 

0 he worked hard on that one. That was my 
thinking 

Ohba: So the Near in your mind doosn't lke L 
Uaughs}? itis true that as the story progresses, 
Near becomas less likeable 

Obata: Why is that? 

Ohba: | think its because right from the very 
start, Mello is desperate to get his hands on 
the notebook. Near has a different schame, 

His pian is to suddenly appear later and grab 

it._.The difference in their attitudes caused 

2 negative reaction toward Near; perhaps he 
was seen as a cheat. Plus his cheeky behavior, 
Which was meant to reinforce his childishness, 
‘may have been seen as annoying. 


Who was your least favorite character, Obata- 
sensei? 

Obata: Probably Near [/eughs}. But | liked 
drawing him, so he's one of my favorite 
characters as wel. 


Thumbmails for the 


Climatic Final Battle 


id you two discuss how things would go in the 
final chapters? 

Ohba: No, it was the same as always. Our 
editor passed notes back and forth, 


“L is a character I love to draw, but he’s 
somebody I could never have come up 


with” (Obata) 


Ohba: You're right... probably would have 
made him be the hero. But | did often ask 

our editor f you had said anything. He would 
always answer with, “No, nothing” (ough, 


© Near’s Finger Puppets 


How much information related to backgrounds 
and props is included in the thumbnails? 

Ohba: For backgrounds, | just put something 
like “abandoned building.” So it’s pretty much 
all leftto Obate-sensei. I do put in a lot of the 
items myself though. |had the match tower 

in there butwes really surprised when | saw 
the final art. The assistants must have worked 
really hard. 

Obata: We went all-out for that one [laughs]. 
Ohba: On the other hand, there was nothing in 
the thumbnai's sbout the finger puppets. The 
final scanes looked much coolar thanks to 
thom, didn'tthoy? 


+ Ono of the 
key items inthe 
conclusion: Near’s Py 
finger puppets. 
There's eninter- 
esting story behind 
them, 
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with, So Lisn’t real to 
me. And that’s what! 
like abouthim. | put a lot 
of work into his death 
scene as well 

Ohba: Do you always 
werk harder on a death 
scone if you like tho 
character? 

Obata: Ves, because 

in some ways it their 
greatest moment. But 
this series itself is full 
of death so | always 
tried hard to keep up the 
ddark image. To express. 
that, lused a lot of 
religious motifs in the 
chapter cover pages and 
backgrounds... 

Ohba: Sorry, | just sew 
them as cool...I didn’t 
think too deeply ebout it 
Obata: But the apples 
were really important 

to you. They were 
always mentioned in the 
thumbnails. 

Ohba: | just roally 
wanted to use the dying 
message of “Shinigami 
only eat apples,” so 
Ineeded Ryuk to be 
holding them. There's no 
other reason. 

Obata: But why apples? 
Ohba: Simply because 
the red goes well with 
his black body and 

they fit well with his big 
mouth. 


vane vate 


4 Light's spoachin the final chapter. His calm face becomes moro and more craze. 


Obata: Yes, | was told that Light would die 
pathetically at the end. It was something | was 
secretly hoping for, so when | heard ebout it 
vas very excited. 

Ohba: The art was truly amazing, Obate-sensei 
made a lot of improvements to the thumbnails 
for this scene. 


‘What were the final thumbnails like? 
Ohba: They were protty much the same as 
always, but may have added some extra 
instructions in chapter 107 where Light dies. 1 
‘would write stuff lke, “Light falls down.” The 
final version was vastly different, though. 


Did you ha 
expressions? 

Ohba: | only write in litte things, so itwas 

all Obata-sensei, who is masterful at adding 
expressions that fit the dialogue. His art 
exceeded all my expectations. | wanted to 
make Light look evil, but Obate-sensei made 
him look really evil, 

Obata: Light had been a character holding in 
bis emotions unti then, so | made them really 
explode out. ! was really intense while | drew it. 


tuctions for Light's facial 


© Thoughts on the Finished Work 


Who was the most un to draw? 

Obata: L. 

Ohba: So it was L. 

Obata: But Light's fun too. The truth is, there 
are so meny characters in Death Note | could 
never create on my own that everything about 
itwas fun. Lis a character | love to draw, but 
he's somebody I could never have come up 


Tjunar ny 
| 


H 


©oTsugumi Ohba x Takeshi Obata 


“It turned out that Obata-sensei, our editor and I 
were the least excited about the popularity and 


acclaim” (Ohba) 


Dealing with the Death Note 


Phenomenon 


Death Note is an incredibly popular manga, of 
course, and has become such a phenomenon 
that its been turned into @ movie and an anime 
nd has inspired countless debates on the Inte 
et Did you think it would become so huge? 
Ohba: Once Obata-sensei was chosen for the 
art, I knew that f the series didn't sell it would 
be my fault. So | really wanted ito do wall, but 
still couldn't have even imagined this. 

Obata: | didn't think so either. And our editor 
seemed to be thinking that it would do so-so 
because people have varied tastes. 

Ohba: [/aughs} 

Obata: | was happy with al the attention, but 
itdidn’t change anything for me. | was just 
enjoying drawing something | liked. 

Ohba: Honestly | couldn'treally experience 
the popularity. My senses were numb from 
doing a weekly serialization. 

Obata: Its true...creating each chapter tekes 
all your energy. 


How did itfeel when volume one set a record 
and sold a million copies in two months? 
Ohba: Beyond surprised and happy. 

Obata: But our editor sure was quiet even 
when we passed one milion copies sold 
Waughs}. 

Ohba: | asked our editor about this. You know 
how they usually add a comment on tho 
chapter cover pages saying something like, 
“Now on sale, super popular! !"? He felt that 
the phrase “super popular” just didn’t fit with 
‘the feel of this series and never used it during 
its run. | guess Death Noteis meant to be 
quietly and solemnly popular. 


Obata: Apples have a lot of religious and 
psychological significance, so @ person could 
read « lot into them being in the series if thay 
wanted to. | assumed that that was behind it. 
‘Ohba: No, no. | didn’t think about that at all. | 
just think apples aro cool...that'it (laughs). 
But I figured it was good to include a lot of 
things that could become significant points 
later on. Itturned out that Ryuk agreed to 
‘search for the hidden cameras in exchange 
for apples. 


What was the reason for the apple on the final 
chapter cover? 

‘Ohba: | gave no instructions for that page: it 
was all Obata-sensei 

Obata: As | said earlier, !had assumed that the 
apples represented a deep theme to Ohba- 
sensei. But itturns out there wes nothing 
behind them... 

Ohba: Oh, no, I'm disappointing him... 


+ Light commits murder in the very fist chapter ofthe series. 
This is unusual ané surprising content for a popular stony, 


‘€ fyukis a slave to his passien for 
‘apples. Apples play an important 
ralein the story. 
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© Private Life: Workspace 


Obata: | once heerd from our editor that Ohba- 
sensei's workspace was really nice 

Ohba: | just can't work if my room is a mess. So 
gave my room a real Western, fairy-tale fool. 
‘And I have art on the walls, 

‘Obata: Oh, that’s nice 

Ohba: That's why | never leave: i's so 
comfortable. 

Obata: What kind of art do you have up? 
‘Ohba: A French artist named Jean Jansem. | 
have one of his lithographs. 

Obata: You look at the painting whan taking a 
break from work? 


0 you 
REALLY 
THINK. 
THAT KIRA 
1g eVL? 


‘4 The debate over good anc evil somatimes 
foundits way into the series. The answers are 
alvays let up tothe reader. 
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Obata: True... /aughs 

Ohba: | think itturned out that Obata-sensoi 
‘our editor and | were the least excited about 
the popularity and acclaim. To us, working 
hard every week to create something that 
‘more people would enjoy wes more important. 
Obata: To me, too, the artis the most impor 
tant. | think that’s just our personalitios. 

Ohba: Also, the only person we have to talk to 
is our editor. We'd meet and talk but it would 
just end with us saying stuff ike, “It sold a 
milion,” “Isn't that great?,” or “Yeah.” 


Were you svar ofl ho commentary best 

¢ 

Ohba: Not much during the serialization, 
though | did see a magazine article. But...it 
was too difficult for me to understand [/aughsl. 
Pep were ating about some realy sevous 
stufl, 

Obata: I's true, some people may have been 
taking tho sorios a ltta too seriously. Tho 
other day | saw a critic on television talking 
about Death Note, butit was so complicated 
that | didnt understand [/aughs} 

Ohba: Death Note was never meant to be 
such a noble piece of work 

Obata: Yes, we just want people to enjoy 
reading it right? 

Ohba: Debates about Light boing good or evil, 
or about the merits of our Internet society; 
these types of deep philosophical themes 
are totally different from the Death Note we 
firstimagined, “Life end death,” “good and 
evil"...as | seid in the interview, we never put 
mach thought into it. We just wantad ito be 
entertaining, 


“To me, too, the art is the most important” (Obata) 
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“My editor recommends me things 


“The first card to come 
up was Death...” (Obata) 


“Honestly, how far ahead did you have the story 
planned out (Obata) 


“I didn’t have all of the ideas in my head at the 
beginning” (Ohba) 


HOW TO CREATE ~ OhbaxObata 


Ohba: How wes it when you were creating Obata: So to you, an idea 
Cyborg Grandpa G? is something you need to 
bate: | was constantly stuck. You're saying it think up. 

wes the same with Death Note? Ohbe: Yes, and its very 
Ohba: Basically. That's why my own memory painful 

is that it turned out much better than | was 

expecting [laughs} 

‘Obata: What [laughs]?! 

‘Ohba: | admit that | did make sure the rules ‘The Real Truth 
worked and things were consistent, but | didnt Achind Death Hote 
plan everything out. | didn't have all of the ideas 

in my head at the beginning. 

Obata: How do you get these ideas? Obata: Sorry to return to. 
Adrenaline: ..? ‘previous question but 
Ohba: tight be, When I come up with a Honestly, haw far ahoad did 
solution, I get pumped up and bun through Youhave the'story planned 
aarg chunk of tov. Sofor some ofthe bi Sut 

chapters, I finished the thumbnails very quickly 

Obata: So witenyouthinkup anew ido,its baba. Ws again laughs)? 
usually already complete? you didn’t think ahead at al, 
Ohba: When I’m on a roll, itusually is. Vit hava ny double, Fa” 
Obata: So there's very ite planning in devel thinking that everything was 
‘ping the piot? “exactly as planned”! 
Ohba: Yes f/aughs). 

Obata: 'm really not feeling satisfied but...2ll fe doesn't believe you, does 
right Illetyou keep that mystery @ mystery jg 

laughs}. Once egain, congratulations for Ohba laa wok 
completing the series. i ; 

Ohba: Same to you. Thank you so much forthe fo ptan every nla 
wonderful art and have them go exactly as 


You want. it may be possible 
ina single novel but notin a 
weekly manga 

Obata: But you could have 
several plot points that you spread throughout 
the story, 

Ohba: Thats true. But my basic style was to 
put Light ina jam and then think of the way 

to get him out of trouble. So sometimes I got 
really stuck. | spent weeks on some of the 
thumbnails 

Obata: So you're saying thet even the writer 
of Death Note didn’t know what was going to 
happen next? Came on, you have to be lying 
Uaughs}! 


‘twas caleulated? 


vevre core] 1/8] 7] arn te atin 


The Making of Death Note 


Examining the work process using th thumbaals 


(Obeeseses tates und Obsin see at came together 
‘rate Desh Note What was the sc proc chin i 


Vo 


202 eet 


‘Tsugumi Ohba-sensei 


x 


Takeshi Obata-sensei 


We asked both creators to answer a 
special survey. These 33 questions 
cover everything from the series to 
their private lives. Reading this may 
reveal some unexpected facts! 


Tell us your three favorite human 
characters and why? 


‘OL Besides Light, | think he was my strongast character. 
@Teru Mikami. Besides Light, | think he was my second 
strongest character. 

@Soichiro Yagami. Besides Light, I think he was my 
third...yada yada. 


OL Appearance, personality, everything. | could never 
come up with such a strange character and he fits the 
series so well. He was so fun to draw. 

Light Yagami. don’t know whether itwas because | 
liked him or because | was happy to be able to draw such 
an evil character in a children’s magazine. 

4 was oved by both creators. QWatari. like older characters, and he seemed to be 
Unfortunatly for him thatlove higing a lot of abiity, I think he had depth. 

dit affect the pot of the series 


Your three favorite scenes and 
why? 


0 Your favorite Shinigami and why? 


©The scene in chapter 19. That 


Ryuk.If| didn’t say Ryuk here, his 
was the most exciting part of the 


whole character would be in vain 
Vaughs). 


story for me. 
TOHBA- Ol's death in chapter 59. I was in SOBA 
shock and couldn't eat for three days. 


‘Light's death in chapter 107.1 Bd Rem. Because she was both a 


knew it was coming, butitwas Shinigami and a good person. 
dravin so much more powerfully 


than | was imagining. BATA: 


‘When Light and L meet in chap- 
ter 19. | never imagined L would 
reveal himself like that. ©U’s death 

“DBATA- in chapter §9. @The scene of the 
girl praying at the ond of chapter 
108. | wanted to end the series with 
something beautiful. 


fA ay jeavad sioyeai9 IyOq Waiaym fiaAIns ayy 


seare sere] 1/9) 0 [ree race 


TTT TT 
Howe entArs—onnesoveea— ||| 


© 33 Questions 


What scenes/plot points did you 


00/7 eativ strate over? 


The time botwoon chaptors £9 
‘and 60. It was vary difficult to 
‘come up with anew arc in such 
a short amount of time. And also, 
a 3 
keeping the right pace once | 
decided | wanted the series to 


end at 108 chapters. 


Rathor than the really flashy 
scenes, the hardest stuff for me 
‘was the conversational dialogue 
BATA. or the changes in Light's 
expressions in the Yellow Box 
‘warehouse. And itwas very 


difficult when Light suddenly 
lost his Death Note memories, 


Who do you think 
smartest character? 


L Because the plot requiras it 
[aughs}. 


‘OHA: 
Near. Because he chests. 


Who is the most evil 
09) ereraster 


‘The mafia boss (Rod Ross) with 
Mello. He's the head of the mafia 
80 he must be pretty darn evil 


“OBA 


Idon't know. 


“OBATA- 


aeate rere] |: 


What Light said to Naomi 

Misora in chapter 14: “Because 

I'm Kira.” | was thinking “Why 
PBA are you telling her?!” putthat’s 


also what like about it 


Us confession in chapter 19:*I 
PE] am" Who knaw he's say it 
himself..7 


Tell us your favorites lines and 
004) wiv: 
| 


Your favorite trick and why? 


The notebook hiding place in 
chapter 4 and the way Light 
checks if someone's been in 
his room in chapter 16. Mainly 
because it took a lot of time and 
effort to come up with the hiding 
place and because both times, | 
felt like yelling, “You're going too 
far!” to Light. 


How L uses Lind L. Tailor to 
PRB] figure out that raisin the 

| Kanto region This scene made 
“OBATA> me think about how great this 
‘manga wes, Plus you could sge 
how L would do anything to win. 


to create? 


006 Which character was difficult 


“SHEm 
Matt. | didn't 
even know 
what kind of 
person he was. 
[=| 
Mise, The 
notion of doing 
anything for 
the person you 4 Bocouse she has se many 
love was hard expressions—trom gootyto 
to comprehend. serious—she roquredalotot 
‘and | felt ike aristicvariaton. 

she was con- 

trolling me while | was drawing her. 


1 merneion 


brave sores 


What was your basic weekly 
schedule during the series? 


3 


When | could finish things in a 
week, the basic pattern was to 
think about things for five days 
and then pencil it out and insert 
the dialogue in one day. Then I'd 
fax it to my editor and spend the 
final day making corrections. 


Thumbnails, layout, pencils: one 
day. More penciling, inking: ono 
day, My assistants come to work: 
‘our days. The final touches: one 
ay, That would be the basic week 
‘Though when we had to do color 
pages it would take an extra day or 
‘two and mess with the schedule. 


aunt 


Sachiko 
and Sayu 
Yagami 


BA | can't 
sense 
any 
evil or 
twisted- 
ness 
from 
these 
two at all 


Soichiro 
ARE] Yocami. 


Who is the most pitiful character? 


The Yagami family, Light is ruined 
because he pickad up the notebook 
Soichiro dies while on duty. | felt 


& 


‘OHEA: sorry for Sayu and Sachiko, who 
survive, 
[=| The people of the Yagami family 
‘OBATA- 


Ht you had to say what the most 


important thing in Death Note is, 
what would ithe? 


The human whose name is written, 
& in this note shall die. 


OHER 


[=| Impossible to say. 


‘OBATA. 


[0] 2 [ase eeanese 


Se a Tl 


Did youknovr about the discussions 
‘onthe Intemet about future plot 
nists? What did you think of them? 


018 


Vheard that there was a lot of 
online discussion going on, but 
I didn't have time to see any of 
it Also, I didn't went ito affect 
me, so | chose not to chee 


ISL 


matter the method. 


don’t know much about the 
Internet, but I'm happy that 


[| people were discussing the 


OBATA- series. 


prtvas 


How do you write the com- 
ments for the collected 
volumes? 


019 
Its the thing I least liked doing 
rs and I would pretty much just 
S| write something up really 
TOMBA quickly before itwas due. 'm 
sorry. 


I'm so bad atitthat'd rather 

{WF | not write anything, but I try my 
bast | thought the ones fer 

‘OEATA- volumes 2 and 12 were pretty 


veare were 


ut. But I'm very happy to have 
people discussing my work, no 


MIM 
a4 


‘Was your work schedule con- 
sistent or would it change a lot 
depending on the chapter? 


Sometimes I could do a whole 

chapter in three to four days 

while other times it took me 
SHEA close to a month, 


it 


t 


“OBATA- 


af) 


Itwas consistent except when 
Thad to do color pages. 


During the serialization, was 


there anything you would remind 
yourself to always focus on’ 


To add something funny in 
every chapter, even if it would 
get edited out. And to use 
interesting ideas as soon as | 
thought of them. 


To keep my deadiines and 
to draw the art ina way that 


brings out the greatness of the 


DBATA. script. 


Do you have some kind of item 


you need to have when you 
work? 


A pencil and eraser. If you 
meant something else, then 
not really. 


“Ones 


Even if | skio meals, | can't skip 
my coffee. | listen to music 
while doing color wark. My 


“OBATA- Aeron chair. Movie DVDs. 


all 


Did anything help or shock you 
while you were working? 


The mosthelpful thing was my 
editor's advice. What shocked 
me was that the series was 

“OBA: more popular than | had 
anticipated. 


Fashion magazines were 
helpful to me when creating 
the character designs. Also, a 
book of jewelry accessories, 
for drawing the Shinigami. 


Hi ween 


Do you have a creator who in- 
spires you or whom you admire? 


Nota creator, but my editor. He 
advises me with such a serious 
face that | can'thelp but be 
affected [/aughs}. | admire how 
hard he works. 


Kazuo Umezu. One manga 
that inspired me was Shotero 
Ishinomori's Cyborg 009. 


Are there any current Weekly 
Jurap creators that you keep your 
eye on? 


follows all the Weekly Jump 
creators. If | have to name one, 
I'd say Daiamon-sensei, who did 
a lot of Death Note parodies in 
his comedy series. 


Allthe Weekly Jump mangaka. 


How do you view your readers? 


Since | was once a reader, I'd say 
as comrades? 


The people who support me. 


Isthore a character in Death Note 
who you could say is most similar 
toyou? 


Near, since | don't leave my 
house very much, or maybe Light, 
because | did weil in school. 


What are your favorite manga 
series and genres? 


Hex 
My favorite 
manga is Doath 
Note. My 
favorite genre 
is comedy. 


[i 


OBATA- + The comic elements inthe 
Kazuhiro story must come from Ohta: 
Fujita’s Ushio senssis enjoyment of humorous 
and Tora, stories, 

anything by 

Yosuke Takahashi, dark one-shot stories. 


‘manga? And how old were y 
when you started? 


1 What made you want to create 


A friend encouraged me when | 
& was 18, 
OnE 

I've wanted to draw art fora ji 
WB] ever since eighth grade. 
DEATA 


were a child? 


v) What did you want to be when you 


(4) A gymnast. 


CORBA 


‘Someone who creates stuff. 


a Tl 


Why do you think Death Note 


appeals to so many readers? 


Perhaps because it's a story 
not usually seen in Jump and 
because it had Obata-sensei’s 
“OHGA- realistic art. 


Pethaps because it didn’t 
seemlike a typical Jump 
manga—although it actually 

GEATA: was, really. 


How do you feel about your cre- 
ation being turned into movies, 
anime, novels, video games, etc.? 


Very happy. 'm grateful to all 
those invalved. 


look forward to all of them. 
Im vvery happy. 


ATs 


7 | Htyou were to create another 
3). serine what kindof gore and 
story would itbe? 


A really normal sports manga 
or maybe fantasy (though | 
doubt | could do it). 

oo 


Either something really 
fantastic or something really 
realistic. 


“OBATA. 


your readers? 


Thank you for reading my 
sories, especially those who 
read all the way to the very 


HBA- end. 


This series can be enjoyed in 
various mediums, so please 
check cut the movie and 


“OBATA- anime as well 


(33 Do you have any comments for 


orate nore] 1 | 9 


Do you have any hobbies besides 


027 meng? 


“ORB 
First off, 
manga isn't 
my hobby 
Waughs). 
My hobby 
is going to 
pet shops, 
staring at 
the animals 
and saying, 
“They're so 
cutel!” 


OEATA. 
ike 

cars and 
motorcycles. 


4 Cars and bikes, ofcourso, but 
Death Note even has beiicopters and 
jetpianesinit 


What are you most interested in 
these days? 


tm 


Tra 


very excited about the movie 


Death Note: The Last Name. 
I've also been into traditional 
Japanese sweets. 


weling. I want to see ancient 


ruins. 


What was the first thing you did 


alte 


1 Death Note ended? 


TOHBA- 


Iw 
me 


OBATA. 


Nothing out of the ordinary. Sorry, 


atched all the DVDs | had been 
ariing to watch. 


Ken te teen 


The-@ ©) Truths 


“tee About 
the Final 
Mysteries Chapter 108 


Chapter 108, “Finis” the final chapter in the Death Note saga, is filled with many 
unanswered mysteries. We'll now have both Ohba-sensei and Obata-sensei reveal 
the truths behind them! 


3 0 { How did you come up with the final chapter? 


| first came up with the idea of followers surrounding 
Kira’s grave. | figured that even if Kira died, there 
would stil be those who worshipped him, But | 
realized it would cause problems if everyone knew 
that Kira had died. Plus, we discussed how it could 
be distasteful to have to see the Yagami family grave |/aughs} 
The final idea of the long line of followers was something | 
developed with my editor at the end of 2005 when we decided 
‘on how to end the series. 


had heard from the editor that it would be a scene 
with Kira worshippers surrounding his grave. At 
that point | thought it was a litte lacking... but the 
thumbnails looked really good and | was excited 


when drawing it. | wanted to set the mood, so | had 
them all wearing hoods. 


When did you decide to ond the series at 108 
chapters? 


| decided how to end it | also came up with 
a of ending it at chapter 108. | then kept that 
in mind when creating the thumbnails. So from 
around the time that Tekada reappeared, the plot 
-OHBA- and chapter numbers were already set. | had also 
already plotted out the Yellow Box warehouse scene, so itwas 
really difficult to end it at exactly 108 chepters. The number 
roprosonts the 108 earthly desires in Buddhism. 


vera nore|1/9{6| eer tence o 


| 
wow vo entare_onveronate- |||) 
> The 13 Truths About Chapter 108 


What was the importance of the apple for 


the chapter cover? 


> Applos cfton 
appeared during 
important parts of the 


thad believed 
thattthe apple 


story. They served as was a very 
\\\ pit dnices dere % Samra! important 

aden ade Loaare ponent 

ance e the Death Notelore, so 


tho sori. | figured that it was the 


only way to go. And the 
final set of chapter covers 
all featured “things”: 
close-ups of the watch, 
the orbs used to look into 
the human world, and the 
apple. | tried to draw all 
the important objects. 


Who's the man 
who first appears 
BUT inthechapter? 


Ta] Tate yo.the 
\“Seoeer A bullied kid who was 
in chaptar 1. He 


-OHBA- should be an adult 


‘F- The street scenesin chapter 108 are similar 
tathose in chapter 1. The schoolgirls are diffrent 
butactthe same. 


Why did you make Aizawa 
‘the NPA chief? 


It Lwere going to choose 
from the surviving members, 
itwould have to be Aizawa. 

I didn’t want to use some 
new character in the final 
chapter. Though now that 

I think about it, Aizawa 
might be perfect since he 
has connections with both 
the police and L (Near). 
Since he knows both 
organizations, he’s 2 good 
choice as leader. It it were 
Mogi, he'd probably lean 
toward U's side. 


+ Inthe en, Aizawa took over for Soichiro 
This would've been unimaginable ears in 
the series. 


cite sere ie Tet b 


eran 


poreg 


‘Matsuda’s theories 
were correct? 


It can be taken either 
way, and | haven't 
decided if it's right 
‘or wrong. | want the 

-OHBA- readers to decide on 
their own, The only thing | can 
clearly say about this is that Light 
ordered Mikami to “not take out 

the notebook until the end.” And 

also Yamamoto, the new character 

Who gets teased by Matsuda, is 

someone | added in at the thumbnail 

stage and isn't significant. | just 
used him to show Matsuda bossing 
someone around [/aughs} 


‘4 Matsuda's become abit ofa troublemaker. Yamamoto's 
faco saysitall 


3 | Why do the Kira worshippers 
| | appear at the very end? 


Although Light was evil, he had 
many who supported him. It 
would have been fine to have him 
end in his pathetic state, but | 
decided to redeem him a little bit 
by showing that even though he died, he did 
become the god he wanted to be for a select 
group of people. But, as he told Ryuk, what 
he really wanted was to be a living god, so 
even though he has followers he would not 
have been happy with the fact that he died. 
So there's a litle irony in there too. Well, the 
fact that | went back and forth with this part 
shows how much love | hed for the character 
of Light. Though Lis still number one [laughs]. 


+ The Kira case was the most 
terible murder spree in human 
history. But thore were also 
those who were saved by it 


4 Light’ use ofthe word “reign” 
hororevoals that whatho really 
wanted todo was ru, 


aut sel 9 


ere 


NH IH 
Ae lll 


* sommes #9) isa very metaphoric scene 


Praying to god at 
night under the 
moon...its porfoct, 
right? It's definitely 
based on Light's 
name, but it wasn’t something | 
had planned from the beginning 
came up with it while | was 
creating the thumbnails for the 
final chapter. Itturned out to be 
something for fans to figure out, 
so | liked it very much. 


€ Mikami and other Kira worstippers called 


‘A young female worshipper praying forthe 
‘return of Ka, When the series ended, there 
was # flurry of discussion among fens about 
who sho was. 


-OBATA 


‘Who isthe girl who appears at the 
end? 


‘She's merely one of the followers who 
worship Kira. In the thumbnails, Ijust 
had her hands in the praying pos’ 
with her face covered; Obata-sensei 
‘made it into the final version. Its not 
Misa; since she doesn’t appear in the 
final chapter, some people may have 
thoughtit was her. 


It's not really anyone. In the thumbnails, 
itwas a woman whose face was 
hidden. | thought that could work well 
too, but | think | personally wanted 

to draw something pretty in the final 
chapter. There's no real motif, | just 
tried to capture the scene. 


What's the meaning of 
the English sentence 
oon the final page? 


Al 


TOHEA- 
Itsimply means 
that this story of 
the Death Note is 
concluded. 


> This story” rotersto 
the Kira case surround: 
ing Light. Meaning its 2 
diferent story from the 
pilot chapter...2 


yore vert (tats 


‘4 Misa is released right bofore the Yollow Box 
warehouse showdown. This panel above is her 
‘inal appearance. 


vet 


bette sore vow ne 


4 Duo to hor hus 
bands job, Sachiko 
was prepared for 


hes 
wa) 

‘4 Thoy were the perfect family up until Seyu's = 4\ 

lier pea) 


What happened to the 
two survivors of tho 
Yagami family? 


\ didn’t have the chance 
toinclude Sayu and 
Sachiko in the final 
chapter. | would guess 
“OHBA- that someone like 
Aizowa told them that Soichiro 
and Light sacrificed themsolves to 
defeat Kira so that they wouldn't 
know the truth that Light was Kira. 
And the truth of the Kira case will 
never be revealed to the world. 
That's because the task force 
members and the people on Near’s 
side will nottell anyone the truth. 


A Light sutfor 
pathetic nd. Tis ine 
reveals hisarragance, 


>A scone from the 
Yotsube Kira arc, This 
line would hint at her 
future 


= ppear 
El in the final chaptor? 
‘Again, |just couldn't 
come up with a situation 
to ther in. Misa had 
lost her memories 
“OHEA- 45 Kira but stil loved 
Light. And since those who use 
the notebook suffer misfortune, 
someone like Matsuda probably lot 
it slip that Light had died, Misa then 
foll nto depression ané committed 
suicide...something like that. 


$itmey 
have been 
locked 
aweyine 
safe, but 
thore was 
planty of 
oppor 
‘unity 
switch it 


The Shinigeri note 


‘book that brought chaos 
tothe human worid, The 
time could come when it 
‘once again falls nto the 
hands of ahuman...? 


rhe ba 


Did Ryuk return to the 
Shinigami realm? 


Yes, he did, However, 
since the notebook 
at tho task force 
headquarters was 
-OHBA- burned right after Light's 
death, it was never determined 
whether itwas real or not. My 
theory is that Light secretly 
replaced it with a fake and was 
hiding it. So some of Light's bluffs 
atthe end may not have been total 
lies. Ifso, there would still be a 
notebook remaining in the human 
World and when its found, Ryuk 
may once again come down...? 


re etan t 


happy work wbere (oly) 
the chosen cn 
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Ryuk’s Human Observation Journal 


‘The insatiable L! 


I checked out just how 
much he does eat! 

“rink in one hand and some 
swee's on the table" Thats U's 
basi sty. eally thnk he inks 
teomuch cate end tel 
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"Fue acces Wood rat and oly coca 


Sere, he Hees sweet 
things, but this i too 
macht you're going 
tweat sugar cubes 
staightup, wy even 
buy candy? Why not 
just get some high 
rade sugar? 


@s long, 
as you 
don't 
get fat, 
maybe 
it’s 
okay? 


Did ho oat the wrapper 

bocause he didnt wart 

to pet his bands diy? 

tt he pulled something 

ke this infront of 

2 parent, he'd yet 2 

beating for sue. ) 
“You know what they say about people wh ean knot cherry 
‘tems with their tongues. They re good Kisses “Onigod! 
You'te so dry!” is what this leads to, But the tongee action 


D | Heebites it with bis 
tet evil Wat 
That spo 
S| ian te 
)\| sania 
4 S| terennonss 


[dazzled Light 


why ay 


3m fated rivals to the average joo, Mall's 
victory ia docided with overy matehi Horo 

are some comments from the challenge 
thomselvest! 


Gains: The ight to 
succeed L (renounced) 
Losses: Hoe 
aren uni fiends 


Wamay’s 


wana struggle | ny 


gaint Near. 
sare hell 


Tijus 
this diet downpour wien his anxiety 

as fol to get bouthis future began. Would 
stronger! he soarch for ajob rst? 


>it only mafia 
money, so might as 
well spend it. Actu 


ral (ae 
perfect warm Bos 
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Was around | 
brtieenytts |G 
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icing! 
be crayars just t00 cue However, he loses | 
is the Death Noto ard | 
vistas. | 


Gains: Facial sear 
(the tue sign of 
Losses: Th 

Nove, undeti 


Bod + Coo! asa cucumber 
‘even during an explosion 


Gans ay ZY | Sct [amps 


tempting | ive entra its ele. 
capable | SOK | HO 0 spit bis 
man wor't \ ‘nas fee They 
lose to <\ exchange ight 
seduction! bo cGin || oretings take a 
* commemorative 
phot, and go 
ame seid 


ins: Te FAP) He cant et anya 
: ul Kira, bel be the BOUND +f 


tear oedema 
“Thats righ ots | 

gions | 

Tina is git nd 

saa instr 

even nore" Fe 

SS set sueittnars 

iat es thik, 


‘loses one this foo 


last few buddios and 
‘nds up alone again 


4 1’s rot so much sleeping atthe wheel 
as the etemal sleep. The curtain closes 
here on the competitive ie of Melo. 


As long as you slave 
thet, 
what's the hig deal? 


Pst Male ‘The top-seeret memo Ryuk found inthe 


ai lly Nears toy list? 


Please 
answer 
honestly. 


(ta > 60 
(Reminds you of yourself => Go to (6) 
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suewny uo ofe inyyojem e Buideay Aq pouley uaag eney 


Which would 
you want to be 
haunted by? 


[AYP you have a lose friend 
ofthe opposite sex? 


C=) ono 


(—“Ater )> 600 


9p tow do you usualy 
spend your weekends? 


(Congo i) => Go to D) 


(Kot course) => Type (Cer dish min) => Type A 
(Somewhat) => Go to) J | (Your wil imagination) => Type B 


(Gena ered aloe )=3 Go 10) 


etuay quite wa) = Go t0 | | Cortera) = Goro 


(Gotten your008) =o to 


=> Type G 


=> Go to 


RESULTS FOUND ON 
THE NEXT PAGE! 


Agood person) =? Typed 


r Sy 
(TRY To usven rogers wore) TRY NOT Td.UE SO MUCH |, 


You're a charming end active Your creative stills surpess that of You're abnormally inteligent,« 
person with the abifty to attract san ordinary person, butyou also positive person who will sacrifice 
thers regardless of gender.How- IJ have aknack for teting lies. That's J) anything to achieve your vsion! 
ever its unclear whether this is wiy its hard for peaple to tell the J You'd have ved » good ite you 
really rue or whether other people Jf shocking reasoning you're giving Ain't pick up the Death Note 

are just suckers. is tue oF not Probably 


) 7 
Near aomi Misora 


‘TRY TO WALK ON YOUR OWN 
LI is % x 


jecause you're overly sensitive, You have aninnocent heart but you ff You are blessed with good looks, 
you've cutof ties with the outside J J cccasionall bully people to get personality inteligenca, and cther 
world You're the type to become what you wart. Although you're traits. However, payback for these 
the topic of conversation, In addi- ff J atitnatve, hatinnocent buying blessings will undoubtecly visit 
tion, you can't sleep uniess your ‘moy eventually reach criminal you inthe future. You may even 
feet ara in contact with the flor. levels. have your fate titled with and ba 
You're s0 inactive its worrisome. sacrificed 


You're beyond human, with a You're a vory sensual porson who Backed by your beliefs, you're 
ssrange but charming personaly. spends your cays searching out someone with a strong sense 
You're alot ike the writer of his pleasure. its ine tohave fun naw, of purpose and action. The only 
chart nother words, ahal-assed ff but you'e too scared to think problem is if you fall undarthe 
kind of uy. about where you'll be ten years Influence ofa fase dof that 
fromnow. You're quite naive ‘happens, youllikely go insane, 


Soichiro Yagami 


GOOD GOING, YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE WITH 
COMMON SENSE IN THIS SERIES! 


‘A sense of justice, love toward your family, consideration for 
your friends... you're bursting wth charm And you're the only 
Upright person on this chart. But | shoul mention here thet you 
‘wont get along with ary other cheracter types. If you're not 
careful, youll be taken advantage off 


HOW TO PLAY—RYUK’S JIYUUCHOU 


COMMENTS 


This pilot chapter 
was the basis for 
the series, butt wes 
very dffcut to keep 
the story to a single 

chapter. Theres @ spread midwey 

through the chapter that has all the 
rulos on i. | romomber taking more 
than a month to start waiting the fol- 
lowing pages. Inthe end, | had to 
oneludo the story with’ everyone 
coming back to life with the eraser, 

2 plot device | didn’ really care for 

Thore are some differences but I'm 

very happy that the origin of the 

Death Note series isin this book and 

can now be easily read by everyone. 

Tho fourpano! conics started in 

«lump 2004 #48 as a Christmas bonus 

{as seen in volume one). I sill hed 

8 litle fro time back thon and they 

‘were fun toworkon. They would lat- 

er appear in Atamaru Jump, but 2s 

I started to have less and less time 

they bocame painfulto write, Butl'm 

very happy that they ve now ll been 
colecied together. (Ohba) 


About the pilot chap- 
ter: | had first heard 
that this would be @ 
horror story featur- 
ing. Shinigami and 
that made me roally want to draw it 
‘nd when tread the thumbnails, my 
first thought was: what would hap- 
‘pen next? However, remember also 
thinking, “Wil Jump readers lke 
this story?” There's not much ac- 
tion and the main character doesnt 
rally drive the plot. But | loved tho 
atmosphere ofthe story and drew it 
ina way Diet would eppeal tome. Of 


‘unpredictable laughs) (Obata) 


Death Note ended at 108 chapters, but there's other 
material besides the main series. Let’s read everything 
and complete our Death Note experience! 


Death Note Four-Panel Comics P216-224 


These are humorous Death Note side stories that were serialized in 
magazines like Akamnaru Jump. Light and company show a diferent 
side than the seriousness in the main series. 


© Akamam Jump 2005 Winter. 
© Akamaru Jump 2005 Sp 
© Shonen Jump Gag Special 2005 

(Jump Heroes Super 4-Panel Competition! 
7 LIGHT YAGAMI 


‘The chosen brainiac with a knack for funny comments. 
His serious demeanor makes him the butt f jokes. 


L 
Holder of the world’s greatest mind and the powerful 
ability to actlie a foo. rs tke he was born tobe mocked. 


TTL MISA AMANE 

| ESN T along with Sayu, one ofthe two heroines of our story. 
[ Check out her sexiness, which has received a power 
boost compared to the main series. 


‘Aweird guy with a passion for apples. He may be the 
character thats least cifferent from hs series version. 


Death Note Pilot Version P225-279 


Bofore the series of Death Note was launched, itstarted as a pilot 
chapter. The concept was a big hit and itreceived the top score in 
reador survoys for the issue of Weekly Jump it appoared in. 


© Weekly Shonen Jump 2003 #36 
[CHARACTER INTRODUCTIONS 


TARO KAGAMI 

‘A quiat and cowardly young boy. Thanks to an itam 
dropped by a Shinigami, he gats caught up ina bizarre 
case 

RYUK 

‘The Shinigami who appears before Taro. He's really 
lazy and incompetent. He's the one who started the 
whole mess. 


veut One 1|5| 


APPLE: 


Wy 


THEN 
WHY ISN'T 
‘SHE 


WEARING 
PANTIES: 
WITH 


APPLES 


zi hows 


IEOURS PANEL’ 


Impressive Ys) r 
THEAR | ACTUALLY REASONING, Ey erasnmicun. 


| SHE’S ACTUALLY 
YOu. VERY | STARTING TO BATHING RYUGA, - 

, SUIT IS WEARING WHITE 

AO ME: INDEED. IF HERE. ‘Topay. COULD 


YAGAMI WHITE CLOTHES ARE 
: THIS MEAN..? 
KUN AND IT'S WHITE, THEN. 
ALSO VERY dali. ek 
| REVEALING... 


BUT THIS 
{ ISNT ABOUT 
THAT, 
YASAMI 


SINCE WE'RE 

LONGER BE YOU GO, — BATHING SUITS 
CONTAINED. MISA MIGA! 

T/M GOING, 
TO JUST GO 

ASK HER IF 

SHE EVER 
WEARS THE 


( YAGAMIKUN. 
IMPRESSIVE, THIS ISN'T ABOUT 
RYUGA.. | WHETHER SHE'S. 
TWAS ABOUT | WEARING THEM 
TO SAY THE OR NOT. THIS 
SAME THING... | DOESNT MAKE ME 
HAPPY AT ALL... 


PARTY TRICKS 


|FOUR-PANEL COMICS] 


| YAGAMIKUN, 


YOU WIN. 
Yad ow 


MOCHI SOUP 
, y)) VJ 


QEDBOTS 


\ 
FOUR-PANEL COMICS 
N 


~\ 


THINGS 


se =| AN _-THAT 
) ARPLE JIHAPPENED 
so 
oe ! y 


DISAPPOINTMENT 


HEY, LIGHT 


IS LOUD 
‘AND ANNOY- 
ING AND 
COVERS ME 
WITH SNOT. 


miso} 


SHINIGAMI 
KING. 


PERFECT. 
ILOST My 
OLD DIARY, 
60 TLL USE 
THIS ONE 


INSTEAD. JA 


BRAND 


Irs 


NEW. 
NOTHING'S 
WRITTEN 
IN IT YET. 


I KNOW 
WHAT “NOTE” 
MEANS BUT 
WE HAVEN'T. 
LEARNED THIS 
OTHER WORD 

IN ENGLISH 

CLASS YET.. 


OF THEM 
TO HAVE 
HEART. 
ATTACKS... 


| rs ust 
TOO WEIRD 


TOBEA 
COINCIDENCE. ) 


HIM... |), 


must / 

SUSPECT / i 
/ 

| 


BUT INSPECTOR, 
THEY ALL HAD 
HEART ATTACKS... 
T DON'T THINK 
WE HAVE A 


CASE HERE. 


COME ON. 
IF THAT 


CAN EXIST... 


KIDS IN My OF 
CLASS DIED, COURSE 
SO THEY'RE NOT! 
JUST ASKING 
EVERYONE FOR 
S INFORMATION, 


SOMETHING 

OTHER THAN 

A BADGE TO 

})| PROVE YOU'RE 
DETECTIVES? 


SEE? THAT'S 


7 


“fF 


2 \ \AY 


NOT 
AT ALL, 
ACTUALLY. 


IT 
SEEMS 
LIKE YOU 
SUSPECT 


IF YOU WROTE 
‘““SO-AND-SO) DIED 
IN AN ACCIDENT," 
HE'D HAVE DIED IN 
SOME ACCIDENT. 
IF YOU WRITE 
NOTHING, THEY 
JUST DIE OF HEART 
ATTACKS. 


THIS IS MOST 
DEFINITELY A CASE. 
THERE’S NO WAY 
FIVE CLASSMATES 
ALL DYING OF 
HEART ATTACKS 
COULD JUST BE 
A COINCIDENCE, 


YOU DO THIS 

FOR 25 YEARS 

AND YOU COME 

ACROSS DOZENS 
OF CASES 

YOU KNOW ARE 

MURDERS BUT 
me ONG 


i 


: at at thei OF \ 
i i ce 
ae al Wi Fy TEMPLOVEE| 


- DEATHS | 
allt 


DOESNT THAT 
RESEMBLE 
THE CASE WE 
HAVE HERE? 
PEOPLE FROM 
THE SAME: 
AREA DYING OF 
HEART ATTACKS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. 


IT Was 
ONLY LATER 
THAT WE 
LEARNED THAT 
yi) OTHER PEOPLE 

ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE 
SUICIDE VICTIM 
HAD ALSO. 
DIED UNDER 


THEN 


THERE'S A EVER 
GOOD CHANCE HAPPENED 
THAT MORE TO ALL 

KIDS IN THAT THOSE 
CLASS AND PEOPLE IN 
OTHER PEOPLE THE TAKARA 
ARE GOING BANK CASE 

TO START 1S WHAT 


DYING TOO. 


i 


THIS IS THE 
INSPECTOR’S 
THEORY OF 
THE TAKARA 
BANK CASE? 
HE'S NUTS! 


OF OTHER 
PEOPLE 
WHO 
WEREN'T 
RELATED 


w1'D KILL ALL 
THE PEOPLE WHO 
I THOUGHT THE 
WORLD WOULD 


BE BETTER OFF 
WITHOUT. THEN I'D 
CREATE A WORLD 


pat way. people wit hes same names wil not 


Ts 
ae afaciod all at. onc 


The Shinigamt's voloe ane form wil 
90 complotoly unnoticed by thars. 


‘you hoop the 
jamt may take 
backs at any tne: 
Those who da not ish to be flowed 
by the Sinigand can get 2 of ki 
Simply by giving tho notebook back— | 
for tarowng Bawa. | 


STRBRBTCS 


1s 
TRUE! TWO 

NIGHTS AGO, 

AROUND NINE 


After the 
| catis of Y 
He stucents 
= sho 
closed for ckfectves by 
- freck heart 
attacks... 


WHY DID 
THOSE KIDS 
ANO THE 


CHECK IT 
OUT. THE 
PRESS IS 
FREAKING 
OUT TOO. 


THATS 
CRTAMY A 


POWT OF DEEP 
INTEREST. 


GINCELAST MIGHT, 


HENOUS RUMINAL ITAT 
All OVER THE ME AFTER 
WOR? HAVE BEEN 
DING ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER. 


AWS, THEY AL DED 
OF THE SAME THING: 
HEART ATTANS’ 


1 
| Journalist 


EUNIF YOU 


BECAUSE THE 
FIRST TODE 


IWAS 
MAKING THD 
SENTO 


Wa, maT 
BRINGS UP THE 
POSSBLITY 
OF BULYING 


ABOY, HLH? 
BUT Why 
WOLLD HE Ki 
OWER KDE 


oumati 


Gen 


WE ARE NOW 
EXPERIENCING: 
TECHNICAL 
DIFFICULTIES 


B00) 
PRES AFRAID OF THE 
i 


: TRUTH BEING 
REVEALED AND. 
SO WROTE 


-WHEN f- 
tHe PvE came 


BACK TO LIFE AND BUY Tae 
THE DETECTIVES POLICE 
CAME, YOU SUSPECTED 
THOUGHT YOU'D TE Oer: 
BE SUSPECTED Ed 


AGAIN AND... 


JUST LIKE 


THEIR NAMES 
LIKE THIS. 


‘AND 
ERASER? 


/ WROTE WITH 
| THIS ERASER, 
THEY'LL ALL 


= 


v HUH? YOU 


WANT TO. 
SPEAK WITH 
INSPECTOR 
YAMANAKA 


‘AND 
DETECTIVE 
TAKAGI? 


WHOSE 


NAMES ARE 


WRITTEN IN 
THIS NOTE- 
BOOK DIE. 


1 WAS. 
THE ONE 
WHO 
WROTE 


THOSE 
FIRST FIVE 
Boys’ 


WD teas] 
I WAS SO 


SCARED OF 
EVERYTHING 
THAT'S THAT'D 
WHEN HAPPENED 
MURA-KUN THAT I THREW 
PICKED AWAY THE 


IT UP. 


= | 
You euys eat 
WERE THE 

SUSPECT- HALL- { 
ING MIURA wy 
KUN FROM 

THE START, 

WERENT 


you? 


THEN YOU TRUE THAT 
ASKED THEM, WHEN THE 
AFTER THEY'D FIVE BOYS 

COME BACK DIED, HE was 
TO LIFE, THE FIRST 
WHO THEY’D ONE WE 

BULLIED. APPROACHED. 
ALL RIGHT IN 

FRONT OF 

MIURA-KUN. 


Fa 


/ 

| I THOUGHT 
MAYBE IF I 
WROTE THEIR 
NAMES IN A 
NOTEBOOK 
CALLED THE 


AFTER 
oor THAT T 
WRTe REALIZED 
DOWN THE THAT I'D BE 
Kee THE MOST 
1D SEEN 


ON YOUR ald 
SUSPECT 
BADGES... FOR SURE. 


IF WE 
PROVE 
THAT THIS 
NOTEBOOK 
REALLY 
WORKS, 
WILL YOU 
FORGIVE 

US?! 


| 
dh 


SAID IS TRUE, 
YOU'RE NOT 
GUILTY OF 

\\ ANY CRIME. 


TLL TAKE 
FULL 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY, 


CONFIRMED 
1’M DEAD, 
ERASE IT. 


STILL DONT 
BELIEVE ME, 


TERRIFYING 
TO EXIST 
IN THIS 
WORLD... 


4 


Feat Notes 
turned info ashes 
right before 
thei rery e5.... 
forever remanning \g 
ther secret. 


THAT 
WAS SOME 
PRETTY 


SMART 
THINKING. 
HYUK HYUK 


pa ee Seven 
Years 


ex 00 200 


HEAR? THE 
STORY ABOUT 
THE REAL, 
DEATH NOTE? 


SCARIER! 


x 


OH, THE 
SURVEY 
IN THIS: 
MAGAZINE 
MIGHT BE 
\INTERESTING. 
\ 


BELIEVES: 
IT REALLY 
EXISTS, 
SO DON'T 


WOULDN'T 
YOU LIKE TO 
KNOW THE 
RESULTS? 
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GREATEST DETECTIVE. tv GREATEST CITY, 


TFT 
m GPENIESI CHALLENGE! Fin 


ANOTHER: NOTE: te ls ANGELES 88 MiROER CASES i 
) Vay 


‘2 “J ‘\ 
1S ANGELES a YY 
AuTeORTE 
TRACKING A SERAL 


KILLER WHOSE CLUES ARE 
0 COMPLEX THAT EVEN 

L, THE WORLD'S MOST. 
DECORATED DETECTIVE, 
CAN'T DECIPHER 

THEM. ENLISTING THE 

HELP OF FBI AGENT 

NAOMI MiSORA, CAN 

LL CRACK THE CASE 

AND PRESERVE HIS. 
REPUTATION BEFORE | 
THE VICTIMS OUTNUMBER 
THE CLUES? 


FIND OUT IN ANOTHER NOTE: THE LOS ANGELES BB MURDER CASES—NOVEL IN STORES NOW 
GET THE COMPLETE DEATH NOTE COLLECTION—BUY THE MANGA, PROFILES BOOK AND ANIME TODAY! 


YY omsateat eat hneté.viZ.com ; 
Also available at your local bookstore and comicstore. N IZ 
: Norah poe e mepia 


DEATH NOTE, VOL" 1 
‘4 ORIGINAL ANO UNCUT EPISODES 
© ON SALE NOW 


READ WHERE THE STORY BEGAN 
FIGURINE ALSO AVAILABLE 
aera IN THE DEATH NOTE MANGA 


deathnote.viz.com 


HOWSOREAD) 


THe Uvtimate Encycuorep! 


Here, in one authoritative volime: everything you 
need to know aaout the West-selling 
manga sees Featuring complete character Woeraphes, 
detaled storyline samme juction nots, and 
lthind-the-scanas comment’ 

also inches exclusive interviews with 
creators Tsueumi Ohwa and Takesh Owara, and 2 
onus manga chapter of never-lefore-transtatad 
material. Unless you ewn your very own aeath 


not doesn't set any Wetter than this! 


$14.99 USA $1750 CAN £8.99 UK 
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